
TREi PUBLIC IIPALTI-I. TlHE LIVING AND TI-JE DEM).

WHILE MAN'S grea't ebjeet is to i)1'O-
mnote the weil-beingy of the iivincy

it desires al] its reaiders to take an iîî.teircst
in the dead-especially in the preimatiirely
dead, and in the causes of prenmature deatb.

onhog, i first thonciht, to ils )O
pile, ail tiiings reiating to deatli foi-Il a
somibre subject, they mlay be inade an
interesting and highly profitable one. To
familiarize ourseives with those dangers
wvhicl "stand thick tbiroegh ail the ground"
and which cause so inany vhie yet yeuing
in years to fall ont by the way in the race
of life and Il bc ne more seen," Zso iv
uis such advirntages over th e dangers as
wvi1t enable lis to avoid theim, and so pre-
vent not, enly the tee early dcatli, but the
tr-ying, sickness and accute suffering which
iustiaiy prececie the deatli. Te stady a
littie ail the varieus causes ef death, at,
whiat p)erieds of' life and at, wvhat seasens
thcy are inost; active and niest likcly to
dlestroy lice, is te increase ou ability te
everceme them and te j)renioe beaith and
proleng life. It is the intention eof MNA,
therefore, te give set ne attention te the
meirtiuary statities of the Deomiein, 50
that ail readers may beceme interestedl
therein.

Following are the mortuary retiirns
fremi tiventy eof the principal cities of'
Canada te the Dep)artinent eto A griculture,
for the miontlî of Scp)elternbci', 1885. Frein
thein wc learn -wvhat terrible censequiences
have fcllowcd negîct, of proper sanitary
regulatiens in Montreal. Municipal au-
thoôrities and ethers miay from thei learn
that bhe negleot te tiniely provide simnple
and cemp)aratively inexpensive nicans for
p)reîuptIy isolating tirst cases of contagions
epideic disease, such as smailpox, and
ab once stippressing outbreaks and pre-
venting the spi'eid eof the disease, as is
donc iii many ciLles, cspeciaily in Great
Btitain, may ab any time-and in a short
time-cost the inunicipality miany, manv
valuable lives -with inestimable suffcring,
ai-d, direztly and indirectly, vast sunms eof
nmeney. Municipal bodies insure their
public buildings against loss by fire, pro-
hably neveu neghect this, yet cemmenly
fail te insure by means et' jreper precau-
tionary measures, agrainst the develepmnent
and slreadoet contagious malignant diseases.

The rettnrns shiow that, througii a littie
niegleet, tbc mortaiity eof Montreal Nvas in-I creased to, four or five times what it; should

Jhave been ; or te nearly 100 per thousand
eof i)pluitin er annium, over twe-tirids
of' whicli %vas caiised by that eue fel1 disease,
smali-pox. The niertality ef Quebec is
aise shown te have heen vcuy higiî ; whvlîm
tiat eof Toronto, Ottawa, and other cities,
'vas net exceI)tienialIy se. The uiortalitv
frei the varions zyeîn tic diseases ini Toron-
te, Ottawa, St. John and Sorel, ns wveil as in
Montrea. -was, during the niontii, mucli
guceater than in Loidon and ether cities
in Engflanid ; whiic in the other cities in
Canada it wvas lewcer, and in many et' tiier
much loîver, blian in the English cities.
The mortality fromi zymetie diseases, as
nîest readers eof MAN., know, furnishies -.x
geeci indication of the sanitary condition
et' a lecality : if tue mortaiity is high, the

sanitary condition nmay be safeiy regardcd
as bad.

0f the zyrnoi dliscases, diarrhoeal affec-
tiens prevailcd niost tiniversiniiy, and
canisecl 176 caths in the 20 cities during
the month, and, Yvith bhc exception of
sniail-pox in Montreal, causeci more deaths
than ail the other zymetie diseases cern-
bined. The victirns of these affections
'vere, (leubtless, for the mest part yeuing
chiidren. The diseases arc mest cernmenly,
if net aiways, cansed by iinprel)er food and
foui air. There 'vere 42 deathis frein dipli-
theria; 15 eof wbich iverc in Montreal, 13
in Tforonto and 6 in St. John. There
were in aIl only 3-9 deathis t'rom fevers.
Frem constitutioncd diseases, %vhich class
includes ail tuibercula,.r affections -con-
suamptien being, the cliief-with cancer,
dropsy, anSîa, and bue like, there 'vere
205 denths during the menth. From
local diseases-apoplexy, paralysis, dis-
eases et' the hcart, and ings (other titan
censuimptien> and of the stemnacli, beovels,
liver, kidncys, etc., there were 434 deathis.
From developmntal diseases-premature
births, teething, cbild-birth, old age, de-
bility. etc., there %vere 274 deaths; and
frei violence or accidentai causes, 42
deathis.

N TRE THREE PREVIQUS 3MONTHS,

June, Juiy an(l Auogust, diarrhoceal affec-
tiens, canised 782 deaths; 178, 234, 370
respectively in the three înonths. Just
twe more dcatbs f rom these discases teek
place in June than in September; wvhiie
more died frein their effeets in Atigtst
than in both Jane and September. July


