EXPLANATION.

Mr. Charles P, G. Scott, the Treas-
urer and Corresponding Secretary of
the American Spelling Reform Associ-
ation, requests us to state that the ar-
ticl printed on the fourth page of our
last issue, and ascribed to him,was not
signed by him 1 its present form. It
apears to hav bren condenst from an
articl which apeard in the New York
Independent a few years ago. Weclipt
it from the Toronfo World, wherein it
vras credited to Mr.Scott thru the 4m-
erican Shorthand Wriler. We madeno
change, except omitting a 10th para-
graf, and did not intead to imply that
Mr.Scott bad signd it in its present
form, or that he had esdopted the fo-
netic characters in which we printed it.
Mr. Scott says 1hat be is unwilling to
apear as aproving any other fonetic
alfabet than that adopted by the Spel.
ling Reform Association, and that he
thinks it vuwise now to make any
<hanges in proper names.

TU CORESPONDENT-.

(Matrzov jeneral interest dr ansrd here)

——

L. B.—All the standard lexicons, in
the part devoted tu orthoepy, teach
that when wh iz fouud the % iz sounded
" before w: thuswhen iz pronounst k-wen
hwen.

E. W. R.—Yuy ar right in supczing
that it amounts tua demand that dif-
ferenses ov sound tu the ear shal be
indicated tu the eye by zorresponding
differenses in the shapes ov the letrz.

P, R.—The letr for short o, az in
0%, iz oval: that for long o, az in note,
iz rournd. Old fashond ¢ was round,
perfectly circular outside and nearly
s0 within, iz stil employd 1n the rauch.
wed type calld old style in which most
or the betr clas ov books iz now print.
ed. Sins erly part oy prezent century
type-founders hav made o more or les
oval except in old style. Boih arnow

in current and frequent use, It seems
wel tu now diferentiate them. We
thus, in efeot, ad & new letr tuour de-
fectiv alfabet. :

W, M.—Merely reading the HeraLw
wil be productiv ov 2 small part only
ov the bemefit yu ar capabl ov geting
thru it. Study it, Yuwil then find it
a great help and guide tua nolej ov
the two subjects tu which it iz devoted.

S. C.—The pronunciation ov pray-
er, o petition, and there, in that place,
a3 givn in Feb. ishu, iz coréct. Wor-
cester ses the vowel iz that in fare, not
far, az ho distinctly states (p. xiii, §11.)
Webster iz even more explicit and dis-
cuses the subject at p. xli, §4. Hesexz
¢Two errors in opozit extremes ar here
tu be avoided: 1. That ov the vulgar
who pronounce wherehwar, cadreful car-
ful. 2. That among sum ov the edu-
cated clases who pronounce pair paer,
parent perent.”  Yu hav falln intu the
second error. Webster also sez it iza
sumwhat lengthend sound ov short a.’
Weo oanot giv page and pargraf now.
The fact iz that between the vowels in
fare and fat ther iz a quantitativ but
no qualitstiv diferens, Sum salfabets
propoz a letr(g) tu indicate the longer
sound; not good becauz departing from
simplicity. In general the shape ov a
letr shud indicate quality only, Quan-
tity depends on acocent, surrounding
letrz, emfasis and much els. The vow-
elin fareiz lengthend by r. . . . ..
The definit articl iz pronounst thg, thi,
thu and the. The vowels in the last
two ar obscure. In choozing the last
we folow the rule ov¥ leaning on the
conservativside, . . . .. We hav not
space tu discus whether eartk be erth
or vrth. Wil do so later and fully. .
When we speld the sixtieth
part ov an our az minut we wer agen
conservativ.

PererBoro. —Mr. J.H. Leng recent.
ly gave a lecture before the Y.M.C.A.
st Peterboro on Amended Speling. —
He traced our alfabet froms its origin,
showing that we hav not fetrz enuf for
the sounds. Hens we ardriven tu the
use ov make-shifts, calld expedients,
tx do the work ov the letrs lakt, The
matr was wel ilustrated and ably ex-
pleind, The Review ges the lecturer
was graeted with harty aplauz,
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