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Conditioiof tho Lumber trade.

Siice otr last quotat ions there has been a
very aligiht advanicr iii dio prinelpal market
on fencing Pnd! certain dimensions mf c.nion
hmtîiber, yet t i thle adiance iii ii*n r iet'O
the condition of fite general trade gives any
indication of i.tproventent In the Itmber
busiiess of the country. Wlien we re:ilize
thai at this seaqon of lte year the abrl u sould
be in a very active condition of trade, the
cònviet ion is forcedti upon us thtat fle prospects
for any imtniediate improveîient lit the
lunber business are entircly wanting. It was
hoped, last sping, thait the immense overstock
of lumber woAkd be absorbed by the season'a
trade, as it was an acknowledged fact that flie
winter's production of logs was Ics liatan litet
of»te two preceding winters. Yet it is now
plan that the stock in pile at the nilla
was underestiuatetd. It le a signifleant fact
that the nost reliablo estimates place the
aniotit of lunibor nowr ir pile ait Chicago at
75,000,000 feet ilore than there was at this
tine last-year. There is a lresent overstock,
and tiere seems to be no prospect for even an
ordinary fait trade. The situation is bail
enougl.h. All througlt tlie country lunbernien

t.xuaking earnest efforts towald adopting
measures of self-protection in the shape of
curtailnient ·of production, a more thorought
systeuatizing of the business, and combined
oppo'ition te reciprocity with Canada. ite
effort to curtail production lias cote too late

i t' be of iuci effect lte approaching logging
season, 'yet the organizations now on a firmt
fgundation will undoutitedly have power for
great influence and good in the years to conte.
There are several important reasons for
believing that the presemt situation of lie
tumber trade will net bu improved upon very
soon. There ie a general stagnation of buisi-
ress ail over the land. The ihcat crop is
liglt, and prices for that connodity are low.
Thle amount of mtoney in bank alt throutglh
lIte couîntry shows coi cilusively itat the cul-
rency is large'ly wviltel frot business chian-

-nels, and tait il prtefers investient in bonds
and ortgages ratier tian in ordintary busintess
ventures. Tiere is lutmber îeîogi now in
pile to ieet tlie deiand of 1875, should
general business reairin as quiet as every
indicatio now sceis te iutply. Even if lte
business of the country could be iitediaftely
revi% ed te a fair activity, a year woul elapse
bLeforC prices in any iue could advance
mucih froti iheir present bottomt. There is-
absolutely tno indication that cointnon luntber
wili advance sufficiently at any tita during
tlie next twelve monitlia tonke il proitrafible
te the manufacturers. 3lnufacturers nay
possibly be enlabled te save theiselves actuai
loss in money, but at any prices now likely te
obtain it i imtîpossible that they should
escape loss in the vitlue of tlIe stumtîpage of

every lot rut this winier. An intdividual
nianuîfactiîrer nIci hwe no fer tihm lin will
miq opportunity for profitable sales next yer
shotildi h" conelule to let loggimg ilainIo fite

approaching 'winter. Be if tlie 1-1g crop of
87-l-75 '.oa1. ld b re Iueî onehd-Itli fic uîsual

production, comnion lumitiber couhil not ad-
vance next senson to nnythinîg more tian
fairly saving prih7. it na event n:v within
the lindt of ordinary p< &ibility, will prices
adîvanco macrially durinîg hlic twelvo mîtonths
to conte. low mtîuch better, then, for mtanu-
îacturers to naintuit inaction for tho present,
lusband their present resources of itunber in
pile and logs tnsawed, and twait the revival
o)f business thirouglout lie country at large.
Individual seif-preservatiot absolctly de-
mands that nanufacturers take a rest, yet
there is very little probability ftlit any lar&o
nuniber of nanufacturers will dlo so. Un-
doubtedily nearly ail the loggers wil curtail
operations somnewiat, but still there will be
suifficient logs putt nthis Seson lo mnake a
repetition of the dullness and disaster of 1874.
Fortunate the manufacturer wit cau inake up
his mind to stop operations for one season,
and watch the business developmttents of the
year. Pino lands cannot depreciate in value,
but pine leg cat..- W n7seas L«måermn.

The commercial portion of New York is
considering vith uticl interest thd schemne
that is now under advertiseentnto connect
lie Chesapeako and Delaware Pays by neans
of a ship canal, whicli would coinect with the,
BaItiniore and Ohio and other railrods having
a Baltinore terminus and conintanding alarge
portion of the business of flic South, W'est and
Southwest. The distance of lie proposed
canal is 32 miles, ant, accordinig t its plan, it
will tioat vessels of the largest capacity,
Vhich vill bc able to piss thiirough in about

fivo hours. Tiis will siotien flic lite of wvater
communication betweenl New York anit Bal-
timuoreabout 200 mtils,wviltake tlh distanlce
froiL Chicag.i throigli ilte ca. r gion t) Now
York 10C9 mîtilk s, or auboutt fifiy more tinn by
fle Central tnd itiudson Riier roads. The
trade in coal, tuhacco, irei, cotgItn, petroleutn
oys t ers, etc., will fhiereby lie ithcit facilitated,
and fruit-growers in Delart andi Maryland
will alsopirofit by it The frost of winter will
iot close it, as is the case witht the Erie Catal,
so theta it coiid be consi'ly .isel as a mîeans

eil for it rnti chaurfers liai e Itee obtainedfronti
ti two Sta'es in whici is proposed termini
will lie.-Trade Journal.

WANîTxD-Tlie February, iarhei-anîd June
imunbers Of um.îm T..tiu R mw for

1874. Any person having-, teitse idimberl, or
any of themi, will confer a fator by studing
then te the oilice of Ira Cornatll, Jr., 23à
Prince Wnt. Street, w ierty villbe liberlilly
paid for their trouble,

Express Frelght.

O TI. Ei)TTR TIEN GaAZETTE.
Si- fyearsgo ait atteupt was intalel

i et it saentnd expret+. coiit)nity etarted, buit
it ftlithrought for rens nit %ery credititble
1) sjmte pIrties. It ix6 stnîige tliat ltotig th

mmiierôtis ctttptnies liht are fonted, for ail
dorfe o! ilitige,, nt mie je titomiglt t iin lte
direction of an express company. The tradu
of lte coiintry is surely large enouighu niow
to support mtore titai one coitnpahy, as at re-
et, i so 1 clarg 0 ormoe, anîd w os
profilt are so"wetfýIi6 ftabuulons.

Mr. Iliektoii's appolinteniut as GCeneral Mani-
ager of tlie Grat. Trnmk was hîailed -witlh
>leasure by every ote in lite trade, and it is

ltoped le ivill se arrange îttatterstitt flic lionse
sharo of f lic pilits of the express fit i
ntot unici longer go ito flic pocket of the
Express Co.

My objeet in writing is however te call at-
tetion t anotier point, viz., fli traisport-
ationu of goode liable la lnjtry lîy frost itt lthe
winter season. At presentle only way-is by
the Express Co, antd iteir charges are se ex-
travagant flit ie ane will seid utleas actually
forcedtledoiso. Tin (eiîtiudTrumtikliave whait
they cafll t Mercliant' 0xpress, but. it does
net protect front frost, and belsides, the delays
by it are sonetiunes longer than -by ordinary
freiglit. Wht je v .ntet! le tie Graid
Trutk Raihw4y te ruin oe or trio heae-
d express cars every day. Six imtohths out

of lie twelve is too long a tie te be
slhut up frot doing business, aitd yet thii
is the case, for some goods will not adniit of
the Express Co's charges, and caunot lie sent
itless protected from frost. Otnt ian wrote

nin front a place West itis week as follows:
"&Send tin more goodi by te. Ex rs Con-
an.-tlieîr charges are nfithing btter tliati

irhilesutle swindlitng." Anotliier Baye i aliîld
order flic goods butl catnot run the risk of
frost, anîd to send by exptres ie out d( the
qIuietiont." lit c lt îies peole wrere eatisflce
te order gooda early ni tite PaI ta Itiet tti
ilîttil Sritgf, ltt tItis woiib work no;w--dàa
anid the rai way that will afford facilites luI
meet a detatnd of this kind will nut oiiy bc con-
ferring a beiefit on the trade of te couitfry
getîr fyhut fll finis d tati il je lite best ay-
ing part cf lthe iuisiîiîiss if jurolerly itditd

Great iiprovements u ieei ît.ade for
lite coifort of pa'se:gra in thw pe'bf
Puillit Crs, &c. Let , it at n i le
givent nitve heafet vars f b i îitd
dtît i mthle iole coîti try. (o lie Pw, îit.
at the miiercy of a foreigit coIpany Il. are
taikng f;îrtunîîes ouit of us year after .ear,
ni s il i d iiinog to put titgs t a . t I r
shape for all conicerneil. tor ta'v

This ltter takzen fronth 1ito Mon;Tcal"aze//e'
offers somue valuable Ivs hic might
be of great atvaitago in iliese Iratiie
Provinces, und eluecially regarding M l or-
gaîniziig of iti lpres Comiuty. IL certatily
seetis m1o extraorinuy t h tIU UIted
States coupantice IIout ld monooluaiize business
whichj i kîanwldgd tobî s exceedingly

profiftale.

Quittinig Ad-lrise.L., hi (!.11 itms is
like tearing out a dai . l.à ît r ig

low. Either plan will n g.iod fkn

froma ever coming


