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the early days lias been left to us by Justin
Martyr (A. D. 140) iii bis Apology for the
Christiansg,, whieh wis addrcssed to, the Em-
peo Antonintis Pins.

Wc learn froin it that on a stated dny,
called Sîînday, the carly Clîristians, wvhetber
dlvcIling iii towns or in the country,
wc wvont to nssQnible iii oua pince;
that the memoirs of the aposties or tho
writings of the prophets were then rend ns
long ns time pcrmitted; that, wlien the reader
had ceascd, one of the bretlîrcî wvho prcsided
delivercd a discourse; that thon ail stood up
together and offered prayers; that praycr
being ended, brend was brought in, and ivine
mixed witlî water, and placed before the Pre-
sident, îvho offered up Prayers and Praises,
it the close o£ Nvhicli the people said Amen.
Here there scems to have beeti a weiI-knoîvn
form. of Prayer and Tlianklsgiviug« in use at
the celebration of the lIoly Communion.
Possibly at first the prayers wcre snid froin
memory, but at a very early date they wcre
written down.

Thus we have five Grock Liturgies, or
Fervice books, of very great antiquity,
one of which bears thu naine of St. Clément,
the others being Si. Jamres', St. .Mark's,
Se. 6'hrysoseom's, and St. Basil's. A
littie later on we meut with the Ambrosian
(A. D. 341), and ngain the old Roman (A. D.
440). But to, couic nenrer to thc eariy British
Churcli, there wvas used in the Churches of
France (or Gaul, ns it ivas thon called) what,
iras known ns the "lGallican Lituirgy." This
was probably founded upon the services of
Ephesus, or the "lEpliesine rite," wliich bears
the name of St. John. There is every reason
to believe that the carly British Chiurch, being
in close communication with Gaul, and pro-
ably baving received the Christian faith
tbrough Gaul, uscd the Gnllican service books
in ber services. It is vcry certain tînt when
St. Augustine came to England (A. D. 597)
lie found that the British Churcli did nlot use
the Roman service books, but the Gallican,
and by the advice of Gregory, Bishop of
Rome, lie adopted for the English Church the
Gallican books, with some modifications de-
rived from tho Roman use.

It bas been necessary to introduce somo re-
marks concernin<' these "lforme " wbich bave
been used ini the services of the Churcli to

shiow thîcir gea.t.antiquiity. WhVit wewit3lito
state now je this: Tligt hoth in the Gallican
and .Romait service books Il'Infant Baptisai "
wvas rccogniizcd. Thîis ie provcd by the fact
thint in ecdhUe a service -%vas providcd for
thc B--ptizing of Infants.

In order te show the great aîîtiquity of oui-
Baptismanl oflice-wîiclî ire bave alrcady seen
ivas 1)artly fotinded tipon the Snrum, this in
turui beiîîg founded upon the Gallican, Roman,
and oller ancient books,-we may state it as
a, fact t1iat the prayers for a bhessing îîpon the
child to be baptized, begiiining, "O 0mnercifuil
God, grant tlîat the old Adaîn in thîis child
may ho so buricd," etc., aîîd also thc prayer
for the sanctifying of the irater, arc dcrived
from the Gallican Chînrel, and are not found
in the manual of Rome or Savurs. It la sup-
poscd thînt they came froni thiancient "&Eplie-
sine rite" of St. John, of vhîich ire have
spoken.

Enougli hmn, now beon, brouiîghît forward to
show tlîat l"Infant Baptism" lias been the
princtice of the Chiîch from very early times,
ns shown by lier books of services. Thc faut
that in ail parts of the world irbere the Churei-li
iras phanted books of services ivore used, and
ln those books provision ivas nmade for tIc
Baptizing of Infants, je proof suificient thiat

Infant Bnptism " is, and lias becu, tIc uni-
versai custom of tbe Church.

But npart altogether froin this proof, sud
taking us bnck te the ve-ry time o! the aporffles,
wc bave evidonce o! another kind. Just ns
thc Churchlibas trensurod up, and guiarded,
and handed down to tbe present titue, thc
writings of the hohy apostces, so lias she
prcserved the writings o! mauy o! the mon
wbo succeed tiers iii their office aud wcrk.
Noir, if ire flnd in tiiose wirtings undoubted
testimony to the practice o! "1Infant Baptisni,"
sucb evidence must ho very strong and con-
clusive. We wmli, thiorefore, in our ncxt issue,
introduce cxtracts from thiese "4Fathers "of
thc Churci, whlore irritings arc considered as
genuine by ail Chîristians.

N~ew Churehes are spoken of for some o!
the neir work in Victoria County, and wiii
probabiy be commenccd during the summer.

No clection of a successor to Rev. A.
Hoadley, iu tho Parish of-Moncton, bas as yet
transpired.


