Seer.. 1920,

struggled and hauled the canoe and boat about
but there was always one or more of the stronger
ones who could not be ousted, and until the price
was paid, the struggle for possession continued.
“So it went on. Aurticle after article went until
when the workmen were hurrying to work soon
after the breakfast hour yesterday, the greater por-
tion of Willie's goods had been potlatched——his?
debt was paid. !
“This hasbeena week of celebration on theIndian,
reservation.  On Saturday a big dance was held—'
the dance of the maskers. A number of Indians
took part, all wearing big wooden masks, many
having beaks which opened and shut with the
pulling of a string, and this morning, as the Colonist
reaches its readers, another potlatch is being held.”
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In Defenue of the potmtah.

Aud? alteram partem.

HaviNg condemuned the Potlatch unsparingly in the
foregoing pages, let me now g've my readers all that
can be said in its def :nce by its supporters themselves. I
must say. however, that to-my mind, being behind
the scen s. this defence reads like a huge joke, being,
altogether constructed and argued ont on the lines
of the White-man’s (mis)concpsion of the nature
of the Potlatch.—Ep

A

Text oF THE PETITION Wiirct THE DELEGATION OF
Naas RiveEr INDIANS ARE SENDING
T0 OTTAWA.

“Having interviewed the superintendent of In-
dian affairs, Mr. A. W. Yowell, and alzo consulted
with a city lawyer in regard to their complaint,

the delegates of the Naas river Indians—Amos™ ™

Gosnell, William Jeffrey and “Billy” Williams—
have forwarded to Mr. G. E. Corbould, M. P., at

. o,Ottawa, the following petition:

% “The undersigned, delegation of Indian chiefs,
in view of the hereditary right of our ancestry
would respectfully represent: That we were ai-
the Indian department in the city of Victoria
this day at 11 o’clock. In an interview with Mr.
Vowell, Tudian commissioner, we were informed
by an explanation of how that any person giving
a potlatch would be imprisoned for six months. It
is the desire of the Indian department to civilize
us, which nivets with our approbation; but we were
born Indians, educated according to the laws of
our ancesiry, and, as nature dictates to us we
enjoy their vested rights as an inheritance. We
came to Victoria to obtain our natural rights.
“We sez in this a contradictory state of affairs

adorning your civilization. Churches are numerous;
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theatres are located in the various sections of the
town ; and saloons multiply in numbers;all of which
are in conformity with your laws, consequently we
wish to know whether the ministers of the gospel
have annihiliated the rights of white men in these
pleasures leading to heaven and hell exactly in
different directions. They have kindly forced us
out, as we are ‘not in it.’

“In the difference of your wisdom have we com-
mitted any offence against the Almighty God or
civilized humanity by bestowing on our poor Indian
brethren the pleasure of our hearts by donation of
charity in token of friendship. Ifitisasin against
nature, or a damsge to government, society or other-
wise, we will yield with the kindliest feeling to
your imperial mandate.

“You have your Christmas’s, Fourths of July
and 24th’s of May, all of which you cclebrate with-
oul interference—sine qua non. Money is spent
in squandrous profusion with no benefit to the poor
of your race.

“We go to the entertainments of your theatres
and you charge us money for the privilege. We give
our dances at which our guests are welcomed by
the testimonial of donations, according to our
custom—the inheritance of our fathers.

“If we wish to perform an act moral in its
nature, with no inj ry or damage, and pay for
it, no law in equity can divest us of such
right.

" “We see the Salvation Army parade the streets
of your city with music and drum, enchanting the
town; leading wanderers, and helping the poor—
by making him vay for all he gets.

“We are puzzled to know whether in the estim-

ation of civilization we are hurian or fish on the
tributaries of the Naas river, that the felicities of
our ancestors should be denied us.
“Qur lands and our fishing grounds are conver-
ted to other hands; licenses are imposed for fishing
the waters of the White Crest mountains. which
we pay with pleasure, for such is your law, and we
only ask in connection that our potlatches may
meet with your approbation.

. “We see in your graveyards the white marble
and granite monuments which cost you money
in testimony of your grief for the dead. When
our people die we erect a. large pole, call our people
together, distribute our personal property with
them in payment for their sympathy and condol-
ence; comfort to usin the sad hour of our afiliction
This is what is called a potlach —the privilege
denied us.

. “It is & chimera that under the British flag sla-
very does not exist.”

(Signed) Wise-as-You.

Sims-San.

N aas-Quar-So.
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