
Vie/ Caledonia, Intercbang..
striu led and hauled the canoe and boat aboui
but there was always one or more of the strongei
ontes who could not be ousted, and until the pricý
was paid, the struggle for possessio'n continued.

1"8o it wvent on. Article after article wvent unti
,vben the workinen were hurrying to 'ork soot
af ter the breakfast lionr yesterday, the greater pot,
tion of XVillie's gOods liad been potlatched-hii
debt 'vas paici.

"This lias been a wveek of celebration on the Indiai
reservation. On Saturday a big dance wvas hield-
the dance of the nuaskcrs. A numnber of Indian
took part, ail wearing hi-, wooden masks, man,
having beaks which openied and shut wvith th4
puiling of a string, and this morning, as the Colonis
reaches its readers, another potlatch is being hl.

In le-fnce of tbii",faih

Audi attcran partent.

HlAviNG con'lemtied the PoUtlc unsparingly in th
foregoing pages, let ime now g«.ve mny readeri ail tha
can be said ini its def m-ce by it8 supporter3 theinselves.
must say. however, thab to-mry minci, baing' behini
the sczn s. this defence reads like a huge joke, beinj
altogather conîtructed and argued onât on the line
Of the White-mzan's (tuis)conc,,pion of thc natur
of the Potlatch.-ED

TEXT 0F MJE IPETITION W T
CIîz TRE DELEGATION 01

N.AAS 11IVER INDIANS ARE SENDING

TO OmTWA.

"Ilaving interviewed the superintendent of Ir
dian afihirs, MNr. A. WV. " oçveli, and al-'o consulte
wvith a city Iawvyer in regard to the-Ir complaini
the delegates of the Naais river Indians-Amc
Gosnell, Williamn Jeffrey and "BiIIy" Williams-
ha- e forwarded to 21Lr. G. E. Corhould, M. P., a

* "The un ' .1rsigned, delegation of Indian chiefi
in viewv of the hereclitary right of our ancestr
%'ould respect.fully represent: That we wvere a
the Indian departinent in the city of Victori
this day at 1l o'clock. Ia an interview wvith Mi
VoweIl, Jn(Iliafl commissioner, "'e were informe
by an explanation of howv that, atny person givin
a potlatch %vould bc imprisoned for six months. 1
is the desire of the Indian department to civili2
us, wvhich m;.eets with our approbation; but we wver
born Indians, educated according to the laws
our anestry, and, as nature dictates Wo us -N
enjoy their vested rights as an inheritance. NV
camie to Victoria, W obtain our natu rai rights.

"tWe se3 in this a contradictory state of affaii
adorning your civilization. Churches are numerouw

b theatres are located in the "arious sections of the
r town; and saloons niultiply in numbers ; ail of wvhich
iare in. conformity wvitli your la;vs, consequently we

-%vishi to know whether the ministers of the gospel
1 have annihiliatcd the righits of wvhite n2en in these
i plcasures Ieading to heaven and biell exactly in

-different directions. They have kindly iorced us
Sýout, as we are ' not in it.'

"In the difference of your wisdom have we com-
i, itted any offence against the Almighty God or
civilized humanity by bestowving on our poor Indian

Sbrethren the pleasure of our hearts by donation of
i~ charity ini token of friendship. If it is a sin against

inatutre, or a damPt,.ge to governmeut, society or other-
t -%ise, wve wvil1 yield with the kindliest feeling to

your irrperial mandate.
"lYou have your Christmas's, Fourths of July

Sand 24 th's of May, ail of which you celebrate with-
out interference-sine qua nion. MNoney is spent
in squandrous profusion with no benefit Wo the poor
of your race.

IlWe go Wo the entertainmeats of y(>ur theatres
and you charge us rnoney for the privilege. We give

eoui' dances at which our guests are welcomed.by
,the testimonial of donations, according to our

1 custorn-the inheritance of our fathers.
S"If -we wish Wo peiform an act moral in its
'nature, with no inj q' or damage, and pay for

e it, no 1awv in equity can divest us of stich
~righft.

."DCCe see the Salvation Arxny parade the streets
of your city with music and drum, enchanting the
town; leading wanderers, and helping the poor-
by making, him pay for ail he gets.

"lWe are puzzled to know whether in the estim-
i- ation of civilization we are hlirian or fish on the
di tribu taries of the Naas river, that the fehicities of
j, our ancestors should be dcnied us.

s «»"Our lands and our fishing grounds are conver-
-ted Wo other hands; licenses are imposed for fishing

,t the waters of the White Crest mountains. which
we pay wvith pleasure, for such is your law, and we

îonly ask in connection that our potiatches may
y - aeet with your approbation.

1--IWe sec ini your graveyards the white inarbie
a and granite monuments which cost you money
r. in t2.stim-ouIy of your grief for the dead. When
d our people die we erect a large pole, eall our people
g together, distribute our personai property with
ýt thein in payment for their sympathy and condol-
et erîce; conifort, to us in the sad hour of our affliction
'e This is what is calleci a potlach -the privilege
)f denied us.
'e . "lIt is a chimera that under the 'British flag sla-
'e very does flot exist."

(Signed) WisE:-As-you.
rs SIMH-SAM.
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