
THE TRADER.

WVItII a Ihigi tariff on preeilus a1tonesi
neccositatig ilighi Vrices 'tu tii Country,
aind tae facilitiosti ivioia lc thcy eau be
coucaei, xnauy tourists %votild buy goode
of titis ans in Europe, Lrusting to titeir
adroititess te ovado te etistoil ofirsri
on thiesido et iltocean. lu consequonce,
te trallic in preous stOneoè;nlld bo

* tratiaferred (romn titis country to Europe,
and the mon and en.)ital i ow emi)oyc
boe iii inporting iiom and prepariug
thoin for tito market wouid bo loft tflle.

GtI,. Tho jeoery trade ini geuceral sut.
fors groatly frolu tho ilicit Lraflo iu
jowclry carraed oil aiatg the Callaffln
barder. Shituld te duty on precionte
atones be adIvitnecd lis proposed, thie oval
%voitid be greatly aggravated, itivolviiig
te Govornmnt iunc iel xpeusoe n-

orcatio and mnaintain its cua8toui8 service
on te nortiaern border of the United
States.

Oti. Under te prdjsent duty tho temp.
tation for 8muggiug le tiot stufflicieut te
dAfeat tho lionc8t purposca ot roiputablo
imprters and warchants, but wo firmly
boleloe tîtat any increase abevo toit ver
cent. ait r'ulore,& wottla have a tendcucy
Wo prornote suutggiing, and te destroy an
indititry (romn %viich the Gaverumeut
now dorives ta considorablo revenue.

THE RLAILWAY OOMXtIBSION.

Froem prosent appearances iL aoins
dottbtful %whetlîor iu te near future te
rftilw lys wottzL controi titis country, lu-
stead of the coeuntry controlliug ibB rail-
ivays. rTeo indications 110w point wvjth
certainty Le the tact that cre long the
traficofe Canada ill bu nt te norcy of
twe railway corporations,viz., the "Grand
Truuk" anti I Canada Pitcifte," and it
dopeuda enutirely upon tho juaiousy of
theso cempetitars wlîether tue publie lire
to be fijirly serve<1 or net. Corporations
are said te be souiless, andi those are net
exceptions te Lite rie, as auy one anay
jîîdge front the paît record, cither of lte
Grand Trtînk or te Canada P'acific.
lhoy ]lave cadi bled te public in two
iways-ino by gottiug ail titey could in
subsiuiies, and titan by diseritminating
against thein iu freighit and passenger
rates, ini favor of United States Lhrouglt
froiglit and passonger8, who nover con-
Lributeà eue cent te their construction or
maintenance.

WVo have oftou bueforo pDinted ont te
tact titat thoeo ralreads are likio ituge
vampires, SloNiy atxcking the life.bloed et
titis country's commnerce. Tlîoy charge
te te oxtreino limait the law allows, and
in mauy caes go beyoud iL, and te silt.
forers front thoir legalized tyrauîîy bave
ne chance cf redires. It is absurd that

in titis ageofe pertootod railway travel
witit te coat et construction aud main-
tenance rodueed Le almoat ono.half et iLs
former price, that troigitt and passengor
rates shonld stili be kopt up Wo te oId-
lirao figuires. Thoe raUlways atfi charge
throo cents per mile for oarrying passen-
gars, ivhiio bottor companies can carry
thoea at twe cents per mile and mako iL
pay. Evon tii rate iB somotimos ox-
ccoecd whoro thoy have tho ohanco to de
iL. Titat theso rates arceoxhorbitant ils
proved net only by te faet titat other
rends, suit ms tito New York Central,
can regularly carr passongors at one-
dutra leas ana make it psy; but that
te se very roadas thocrselves can and do nt
imes carry passongors for lees than

oe cent par mile and mako ntcnoy eut
o! iL.

WVe aise fail W sec 'why if any ru-
duction in rates ils Le bc made, they
should net be givon Wu te Canadian tas-
payer whe helpe<l te bailla te road,
equaiy witt te American citizen acros
te lines, who simtpiy paysi fur Lke ser-

vices they reuder itim.
Thoe cannot bo a shadew ofta doubtin

any impartial mind that the oitizons ot
Canada are net at proscrit, ner bave titey
lu te past, received fair treatmont from
te râilway powers tat bo. Wo Itail,

thea-efore, wvitla more titan ordiuary satis-
faction, Mr. Dalton McCarthy's bill, at
î>resent betoro te leuse et Gemmons,
proposiug Wo appoint a Railway Commis.
sien eomposed eftLhre persons, wito shail
ln themselves forma a Court of Appeal lu
ai maLtera et railway abuse, and have
te power et anforeing any decision titey

inay arrive at, cencerning any complaints
brought Le their notice. Great Dritain
lias such a commission, whicit bas been
touna to 'work woil, owing prcbably Wo
te faut that tey have appeinted capable

and independent mon We carry it out.
WVe trust if titis bill, now beforo te
Ifonso, becômes law, tàt we s3hal aise
sceuro comipotent men for te position ;
if net, and soei political triokser is ap.
pointodl, we May find ourselves in a
ivorso position titan we at presonit c-
cupy. Mr. McCarthy in bis speech upon
it, reterring W te persnelle of
te commission, said, one siteuld be an

experieoed railway nian, another a law-
yor, and te third a man cf commnn
sense. WVe trutit that titcy may anl have
theo latter qualification in a large dogmce,
aud what ia equally important, have inde-
pendenco cnotngh Wo refuse Wo truckle te
wcaitity croaions, bocauso they are
able Leaor thea privilogas titat canne t
bo givon by te publie.

rcertre ftntttr.

QOMMIEROI LEDI8LATION.

Thte opening of »the Parlîamentary
session, mlis te prospect cf exceptîonnl
opecial moiamures lu te Niinistorial
programme, affords ground for hopiing
that car logi8lators niay bo enablid to
pass enactmnents whicli have long been
auxiously expeetod by tao commercial
and trading classes of tho country.
Somo of theso ixeasurea have been
botore tho publie for an nonscionably
long ime, but bave net. ne yet, had a
fait chance ot reching tito stage et
frution, for tensons Nvhich necd net be
spoially rncntioncd bore. Tito Quet's
Speech, rcnd on Thursday, promises us
soverai BiJle, which affect mercantile
maLtera, amongst thema boing those Il(or
tho amenteut and consolidation et tue
laws rolating te banilirtptoy and patents,"
for the roforni of local ana Metropolitaît
govarumcnt, fer tho conservaucy et
rivera ana te provention of floode. 0f
these, te moat important ils unquostion-
ably tho flankruptcy Bill1, pilotcd by
Mr. Chtamberlain, 'witî te outlines of
%ybich tite publie have lairoady beconte
acquainted. Certain modifications anti
changes, however, have beau introducedt
since Wo~ maLter was last before [lie
flouse et Gemmons. Assuming tlint
tîteso altorations are ir te direction
commoniy reportel, te Bill1 wi!l, doutîi-
ieas, couimoad approval, and wili, we
hope, becomo law at ne distant date.
It ils undtltcod" that a public oxami-
nation ef all baukrupts wili bo provi(ie(
for; that an officiai receivor wiii bo
attachedl to each court Wo report upox
ovory fRilure, wito wiil aise iwind up
suait ertates as te crediters xnay desire,
par-ioularly in suspensions for sinai
amonuts; that; the discharge et te
bankrupt wil1 not be te formality or
matter et Ilarraugemeni "l it now is, but
wiil dopend upon teo nature of the
officiai receiver's report; titat te credi.
tors may thomsoives d6aI iviit te estato
if they thiuk fit ; tat trustees sitail net
retain te large sums etten in their
possession, but sitai bank thora se.
parately and at once ; that te acconts
ot trustues ehall be regularly auditedl,
and that their remunoration shail be on
a flxed sosIe; ana titat ail coats sitali
bo duly taxeda before te bis are païd.
The appointaient et trustoea* will noces-
saxly bc a point requiring caroful


