
I THE .:- DRY .:- GOODS -:- R EVIEW.

THE MONTH'S BUSINESS TROUBLES.

STATE of George Clark, dry gonds, Brantford, Ont., stock

Fraser liros, tadtors, Windsor, N. S., assigned.
Alexander Rois, dry gonds, Kingston, Ont., suspended.
E. C. Jackson, merchant tailor, Toronto, assigned.
W. Il. Thomas, bats and caps, lalfax, N. S., assigned.
.NIrs. M. lIlaslem, milinery, Orangeville, Ont., assigned.
J. C. Ilest, dry goods, l'eterbora, Ont , assigned.
i. F. liedard, dry goods, 1luli, Que.,.assigned.
R t.evi, dry goods, etc., St. John's, Que., assigned.
i1. 1). G.oyette, dry goods, Cornwall, Ont., comprom:Esed.
R. St.inley Murray, dry gonds, Trura, N. S., assigned.
.Mary Shaw McTaggart, millinery, Kingston, Ont., assigned.
Gordon & lialliday, woolen nuit, Athens, Ont., assigned.
Fortune & Co., dry gonds, il ifax, N.S., stock advertised for sale

by tender.
IL. G. Taylor,dry goods, etc., Windsor, Ont., stock advertised for

sale by tender.
Est-ste of Charles Richardson, merchant tailor and nen's furnish.

ings, Owen Sound, Ont., stock sold.
CIHANGES.

Ilarette & Frere, tailors, Montreal, dissolved.
Masses Grimer, millinery, St. Stephe.n, N.l., sold oui.
Grace & ?.va Young, millinery, Fredericton, N.IJ., dissolved.
E. Larson, tailor, Vancouver, 1I.C., succeeded by Mather &

Larson.
blacrault & Parker, dry goods and clothing, Strathroy, Ont.,

dEssolved.
t. I. Layton & Lo., dry gouds, New (lasgow, N.S., style changed

ta Layton & Rennie.
L. Sterns & Son, dry goods, Dartmouth, N S., James E Sterns

registered as solie partner
Turner, Ilecton & Co., wholesale dry goods, etc, Victoria, Il C,

dissolved, lieeton retires.
Saunol & Cavanagh, merchant tailors, Cornwall, Ont , dissolved.

joseph Saural continues.
Weeks & lieer, wholesale dry goods, Charlottetown, P.E.I., dis.

solved. W. A. \\eeks conmmnues under style W. A. Weeks & Co.
t.C)ss.s t, IR.

Robert Mann, woolen malt, Peterboro, Ont., burnt out..
George W. Scott, dry gonds, Point Edward, Ont., burnt out.
T E. Vanstone, dry goods, Owen %ound, Ont., partially burnt

ouI.
I.ogan lirus, woolen anui.a.îurera, Renfrew, Ont., barnt out,

partially mtsureti.
McKelhae & Dunwoodie, dry goods, Brandon, Mian., sustained

a loss of 5.4.oo un Apnîl 8th, insureil.
La Generale de Bazar Compagnie, dry gonds etc, Miontreal,

stock partially damaged by smoke and water, msured.
Thibaudeau lros & Co., wholesale dry goods, Montreal, sus.

taned a loss et S:20,ax on March 22nd, which 1s covered by insur.
itice.

lThe l'ans Manutacturng t-o., l'aras, ont., suffered a severe luos
on Apri a à:th by rite total destruttion ut their plant. Thre d.aniage
is estimated at $ia,0oo, partially covered by insurance.

TRADE PROSPECTS.

'lhe dEy gonds 'rade generally is tolerably (air, he cold snap so
tar keepiti, bark anything hke a rush but it is as good as can he
expet ted. There has been a lrisk demand for dress goods, tweed
effects am greys, fawns and blues beng one of the leading features.
lluve:s are now n the liratish markets lnoking for novelties for the
fail trade and their ludgiient in selectEon will be put to the test as
there has bicen really no sitnking') preferredi demand for any parti
<utar sate, In at.iples retadlers are buying mare colored gonds thin
ttey atabu.,.:Iy require fur present use an antiuc.pation of further at
vante an prites The advance n colored shirtings ranges from tet
to itwenty pet ýcnt î,reys and whites are faarly actve but there is
nu specia; wIh fur themii In .ottunades, although the mil pnces
have advanced there will be no special advance ta retailers for some

weeks yet as the milis have been clearing out their stocks prior ta
their transference ta the syndicate and wholesalers have accarding.
ly good supplies on hand. There s no denying the fact that al.
though the volume of business dont by the wholesale houses is

satisfactory there as a scarcity of money in circulation. Looking at
the increased deposits In the savngs banks it would appear as if
people had become seired with the desire ta lay up their surplus
cash for something or other. That something dots not, however,
appear ta be the fulfillng of their moral responsibilhty ta pay their
long standing indebtedness ta the storekeeper. The abolition of
long credits to the retailer should be followed as much as possible
by the total abolition otcredit to the consumer, and if retailers aie
just ta thenselves they will insist upon it.

COLORED COTTON SYNDICATE.

F IT be true that competition as the life of trade it is but natural
ta infer that combnation as the death oftrade. In îtis strug.

gling young country anv combination which would have, the effect
of unduly increasmgy the pnce of staple articles ta tht consumer
would be necessarily hurtful ta its progress and general prosperity.
The trouble lies in what may be termed "unduly," and what Es at
present agitating the dry goods trade is whether the absorption of
ail the colored cotton mils of the Dominion by a syndicate will
eventuate in this most undesîrable result. Practically aIl the cotton
mills of the country, grey and colored, with one exception, are now
in the hands of one body of men, and the immediate effect bas been
a jump in prEces, although possibly not as yet ta an undue degree.
There Es nothing however ta prevent them, if they feel so inclined,
tontnuns ta advance price, so long as they keep within the osit
of the imported aracle, as the high tariff on the latter protects them
from competition. Are there not many ways En which such a
gigantic concerna may operate Ejuriously not only ta the interests of
the trade but ta the consumer ? For instance, the wholesale and
retail trade are entirely at their mercy, and by refusing to supply
any house with their products it would result in that bouse being
forcei out of the trade liesides both wholesalers and retailers
wElI require to carry more stock in the combination with a carres
pondEng loss of interest, as certain ines are to be made by particular
m.lls, and wholesalers and retailers must wait until these milli
choose to ship, besides which there will be every chance of grea
delay En tranEit. Shnuld there be failure on the part ai any miil
through oversight not ta anticipate and provide for the wants of the
country its whole tEade an cotton goodb mEght be impaired or
harassed and no end of trouble and annoyance caused.

The peculbanlty ci the Dominon Es that the greatest consump.
tien of cotton goods takes place durng the sprng months. The
mils require to be operated from July and durEng the fait wth
comparatively smail shipments. At this penod of the year they
are required to lay an the stock of raw cottan, ta provide wages,
dye.stuffs, and other manufacturing charges, and the amount Cf
bankmng capital requiretd to tade the m.ll aover from year ta year must
be iery consrderable and be a heav load for any one bank Io
carry.

Amalgamation or combnation, having for its object the cheap.
enng of the cost of production with a corresponding benefit ta the
consumer, Es to be comnmended, but when it Es effecteJ tor the pur.
pose oi stiffening prices ta the consumer the reverse applies. Hou
will at be with the colored cotton syndicate ? Time alone can tell
Mcantuane it sceems somewhat pecuhEar that while the price of r r
totton is declnîng the price of manufactured cotton goods is.ï
vancng. .

The subject was brought up in Parliament the other day, whes
the Mnister of justice stated ftiat lere would be a market for anf
producer who was able ta put bis goods Dn the market at a loer
price. That Es very true, but we do not think it would be possible
ta find any Lipitalist insane enough ta throw bis money away bi
st.rting mils ta enter mta competition with this powerful syndicate
Another statement of the Minister of Justice was ta the effect that il
st were established that the tanff was responsble Et would not bc
long standing En the way. That Es raght, as it Es clearly the duty d
the t.overnment not onl to devise means for the protection of the
trade of the country, but of the consumer as well.
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