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P. G. Gossier: 1 think you will find 'vitlî most meters
thitt are used that the serial numbers of nieters, es-
pccially the Sclîalleinherger mletcr, arc up in the scvcral
hundrcds of thousands and you cannot index tiieni,
neithier CR81 you locate theni by the man's name on
tvhose preiniscs thiey arc placed, because they may be
changcd several times a ycar. lVc have invcnted a
curd catalogue, and ficid it very satisfactory.

A. A. Wright : 1 know :îotlîing about the Schal-
lenhlerger rnetcr.

The President: 'llie same idea wvill apply te any make
of ineter, because tîteir nunîbers arc increasing all the
time, and indexing by tlic number of thc meter will be-
corne sonmewliat difficuit ; it is wvell cnough in the case
of a srnall number of nieters. But the card system will
locate an>' ilcter at au>' time, and the history of that
nieter rnay lie recorded on the card catalogue as forming
the ledgcr referred to by Mr. Dion. It takes the place
ot a page in a book in whach yots recite the number of
the nicter, the date on whjci )-ou reccive it, the date on
which you test it, the date on which you placed it in the
customcer's premises, the date on which yeu remeved it
fromr the customer's premises, the date on %vhiclh you
test it again, and thc day on which you place it in
anotiier customcr's premises, and so on; in other wvords,
it is thc lire history of that aecern

A. A. WVrighît I have no doubt that wvould be a
very advantageous way te do it, and of course we are
vcry thankful to receive pointers ia that wvay. 1 quate
agree with Mr. Dion wvith reference te the installing of
small mieters instead of large onles, that it is very much
better te instaîl theni on the small than on the large
side, because it wvorks better to the station owner.
lie suggcsîs thle reading of meters once in thre
months. 1 don't know, 1 arn sure, how it would
work in somce place.,; ;I know it causes a good deal of
work, but 1 have always been under the impression that
reading themni onthly is the belter way ; it saves a
great deal of trouble and you don't have such difficulty
in collecting your bilîs. Sonietimes your customers run
away, srnetimes the bill gets too large, andIJthink
menthly reading is the better way.

Mr. Fisk : In regard Io the number business, wve find
the serial numbers change wvith some manuifacturers.
For instance, they wvill cornte out wvith a meter No. 65o
Type F ; after a while another meter, 65o Type J, or
something cIsc. To get over that difficulty we started
witl8 our own local number, started with No. i, and
worked up, and we found it simplified things very much.

Mr. A. A. \':ighit :I suppose this matter ot station
nieters could not be worked where you run both on
meter ;înd o81 flat raîte.

Mr. Dimon :Mr. l>resident, 1 rnight say that 1 would
take thc station nicier to be of special value in a case of
that kiuîd. 1 would compare the output of the station

arecordcd on that meter wvith the aggregate consumxp-
tien as recordcd in the consuner's meter; the différence
would represent %vastec; and you could determine on
that whethcr yeu 'vere getting enough for your flat
rates or uiot.

Mr. \Vyse: I would lîke tci ask Mr. Dion if he has
adoptcd dic niethod of having blanks, and having the
mani that would otherwise rend the meter simply mark
thîe location ut the band% on thoe blank!s, showing the
location ci the bands on the dia]l?

Mr. Dion . les. The man has a book and each
space contauns about tour cards, .each card is a fac-
sumile ci the nicter dial, and he takes his pencil and
wvrites thie mani s name and putb threc or four strokes
indicating the poition et the dîfferent pointrb.

M r. WVyse: ; e make th--~ bill out in the office and
givec rina those slips in duplicate, one of which hec
Icaves %w81h the customer %howing the indication of the
bands, and the other une he turns into the office, aIse

slîowung ale indication of the bands on the dial.
A. A. \Vright li-cw do you kecp acceuint cf

these in vour office se that at anv time vou can rcfei' to
theni ?

Mr. Din The book us nmade of such a size that it
will last about one rending. We employ twvo men rend-
ing the nieters ilnd therc arc fouir bgoks ; each man

takes a book, say, to-day, arnd hie leaves it in thie office
the day following, se tOint the records may be trans-
cribcd froni the bocks, and vhîen they are ilirotigh with
that reading the books are uxbout filled, and they are
filed away. and «a nie%, set of books taken out next time.

A. A. Wrighît .I have neyer sceul anlything te
equal the syste m 1 uise mîyself. W<e find sio diffculty
vhîatevcr in having the wvhole montlî, cvery mîan's read-

ing, right in the book, andi you can sec everytlîing
about tais meater reading any tirne yeu wvant te let Ilimr
sec w~hat every niontli's- consuniption arnounts to and aIl
about it.

Mr. Dion :l-iuw mluch room in a book v/ould one
custonier tîkc 'e

A. A. Wright:; Two pages te one custonlier.
Mr. Dion : Ve hiave over 3,000 meters ; tOiat would

be 6,000 pages.
A. A. WVrighît - Oune man couldn't do aIl that

wvork ; you wvould have te hîave several bocks, one for
cachi rcader.

Mr. Dion : acli render lias to have a conîplete list
unîess you divide your city int districts.

A. A. WVright -Certaiîîly.
The 1'resident - WitIî the Royal Elcctric Comnpany,

we supply our meter readers wvitlî a card for each ira-
dividual customer, instead et a book ; thiat, card is ar-
ranged te take the readings of one entire ycar ; it re-
cites the nanie of the custoiner, the number of his
nieter, and se on, and gives each reading se that the
mieter reader bias before faim the previcus readings for
ail the time of the year that readings have been taken.

Mr. Dion :'rhat is like our syçtemr, except that ours
is in bock forni.

The President : The district is divided by the nuinber
of cards given te each meter reader ; the card showvs
the whele history of ecd customer's consomption for
a year. The card is numbcred wvith the ledger folio
and every man's acceunt in the ledger folie mîust have
an invoice rendered fer it, and the card is returnable.

A. A. Wright: X'u have net one of your cards
that %we can sec.

The President There will be some presented te.
mnorrov.

Mr. Bilger. Is a ncw card issued every time a meter
is changed ?

The President : It is noted on thc card.
Mm. Wyse Do you render yeur bills quarterly or

how ?
Mr. Dion: We liave tvo periods cf three menths

each, and three periods of two months each, rive pe-ieds
fer the year.

Mr. Wyse : You don't find that there is more objec-
tion te paying tlieni on acceunt of the larger accounts
than if the,ý were rendered in cleser pcriod%, et say a
month.

Mr. Dion : We have ilot tried tlîem monthly.
Mr. WVyse .I presuine thc ctller is satisfactory.
Mr. Dion. The other %vorks ive]].
A. A. Wright: Veu neyer lose anything by cus-

temers going away.
Mr. Dion: We occasionally lose a fev dollars by

people net paying their bis, but wve have te take our
chances in %watching these people.

The President; 1 ma) say for your information, that
in Montreal we had a large number of quarterly cus-
temers, in fact, at one tinie they wvere ail quartcrly cus-
temers, and new contracts wvere tokcn making theni
pay monthl>, and after that had gene on senie timeýve
adopted tic policy of rendcring bis monthly. Those
customer.% %vhose contracts previdcd that thcy sheuld
pay quarterly excrcised tint right if they ivisicd te, but
they got ticir bills every menti just tie sanie, ivith thc
resuit tiat practically every custemer that we have newv
has get into tie habit ef paying hais bills monthly. It
wvas net ferced upon thern, but they were given copies
of their accounats; and they found it convenient te pay.
It involves cf course some 'vork, extra meter reading
and extra making of accounts, but we have found in
practicc we can get in our returns nîonthly quite agree-
ably.

Mr. WVyse: Do you fimd tiat yeu have bcttcr results
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