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LUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

tremely neal, that I cannot think they could
have been written at any great speed. I think
this plan, if it hould be adopted, wonld please
many more besides myself; as _fuc-simile notes,
when we do not know at what rate they were
taken, give us but a faint idea of the writer's
actual notes when he is * pushed.”
Yours, by n large majority,
W. M, Hasrmros.
London, April 30th, 1881,

To the Editor of the Writer

Dpar Sir,—D, L. Secott-Browne, Bsq., T see.
tries to make his readers belicve that I have
been “ gulling ” you. That Aie portrait, sketeh
and fue-similes are genuine and that yours are
not.
It is not at all likely that tLe fraternity arc
going to accept his statements for the truth in
this matter in face of what is going to be pub-
lished in other phonographic nmagazines that
have some claim to respectability.

Yours always,
T. WiLuian Bewr.,
8t. John, N. B., April 21, 1881.

_
THE SHORTHAND PROFESSION.
To the Edditor of the Wrrres :

Dear Sue,—I have been much interested in
the discussion ecarried on in your coluwmns
concerning shorthand writers, “their qualifi-
cations and salaies. Allow e to place
before your readers one or two points in con.
‘nection with this question. ‘* Protectionixt ™
| feels that injury is being done to the profession
by amateurs of limited speed, who take positions
to the exclusion of better men. * Aspirant
answers ineffect that the man who satisfactorily
tills any position is the best man for the place,
and has & right to it--if he ecan get it.  With
reference to the employment of shorthand
writers in my view, as with other professions
and trades, the question is one of demand and
supply. Shorthand writing is, as yet, a compar-
atively new thing in practical busi nesslife in this
country, and withont doubt the number of
positions to ve filled will maltiply greatly with-
n a few years; zo also will the number of
writers, and in all probability the latter will
increase in a much greater ratio than the former,
Therefore, from this standpoint, shorthand
writing offers no greater or more numerous
prizes to its devotees than any other profession,
and to encourage students to take up the study
by placing before them shining examples of
men who have secured very remunerative posi-
tions through their knowledge of the art, isto do
both the student and the profession an injury,
because every ambitious Young man naturally
is led to infer that he may go and do likewise.
The fact is incontrovertible that the positions
of reporters to Canadian and American courts
are already more than filled as are perhaps, toa

My opinion is that the man must be mad, !

greater extent, the positions as legislative re-
porters and scribes on the daily press. In this
profession, as in ail others, the best man wins,
with this differcuee ; that in shorthand writing
it is © considerably more so.”” A physician may
be able and couscientious, and yet have many
patients die, but no one thinks of calling him
i Lo account unless there be palpable evidence of
; mal-practice. A lawyer may mis-manage his
cagse and yet an intelligent jury give hima ver.
i dict, or he may lose it by the obstinacy of one
| juryman, and no one accuses him of inability.
il{ut 4 court-reporter is allowed no latitude or
rrace for sins of omission or commission. If,
after working for hours, and Leing pushed to
his greatest speed in attempting to keep up with
one judge, two lawyers and o valuable witness,
all talking at nearly the same moment, the poor
seribe fails to read off, without hesitution, some
pottion of testimony taken perhaps the day be-
fore, he is luoked upon as incompetent by both
bench and bar.  And should he possibly mistake
the meaning of a form, and give an incorrect
trunslation thereof, it may be said of him * his
occupation’s gore.” I would sum up my re-
marks in this way:

It is contrary to sound principle to prohibit,
orattempt to prohibit, instruction in thisbranch
of education. All who can learn it have & right
to do so, and othershave equally a right to
teach them,

Limployers will pay shorthand writerssalaries,
large or small, in proportion, first, to the ca-
pacity of the employee to meet their require.
ments ; second, in proportion to the amount of
competition among men equally qualified, who
may be seeking the place,

The number of writers capable of filling situ-
tions requiring a low rate of speed will always
Le in excess of the number of such po=itions
vpen. And the number of positions upen to
men of high attainments as shorthand writers,
will continue to be still fewer in proportion to
the number of men capable of filling them,
This statement may be disputed, but I find it
susceptible of proof. Therefore I naintain that
the shorthand profession does not offer induce-
ments {0 any young mer except those who have
proved themselves of special fitness for it in
many ways, and who have, beside their ability to
write shorthandwell, a good cdueation aind a fund
of common sense larger than is necessary for sue.
cess in most walks of life, There are thousands
of youths studying shorthand in everylarge town,
inspired by bright visions of erroneous salaries
and easy berths just within their grasp. They
are decciving themselves in this regard, and the
only return--and it must be admitted it is a
great one—they can expect for their labor in
acquiring the art, is the advantage derived from
the ability to use shorthand in many ways in
which longhand is used, and in many circum-
stances in which longhand is utterly inadequate

to fill their wants.
F. W. WODELL.
Hamilton, 5th April, 1881,
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