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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

THR PROVINOIAL FORESTRY
ASS00IATION,

Quzneo, April 11.—To.day tho annual meoet.
ing of the Provincial Forestry Arsociations was
held in tho Parliament buildings. Thero wasa
vory largo attendanco of members of tho houso
and others taking an interest in tho important
abjoct. Hon, H. G, Joly, presidout of the
atsociation, oocupied the chair and amongst
others present were, Hon. Premier Rozs, Hon,
W. W. Lynch,Minister of Crown Lands ; Hon.
B. dela Bruyere, Speaker of Legislative Coun-
oil; Hon. Louis Beaubien, IHon. J. 8. C
Wurtole, Speakar of Assembly : Mesars. Chas.
Gibb, Abbotaford ; 8. O. Stevenson, Montreal;
W. Little, Montreal; 8. Lesage, Asaistant
Commissioner of Agriculture: E A, Barnard,
Director of Ag “rulture: O Dunn and E. L.
Roxford, Sccretaries Department of Public In-
struction; W. J. Poupore, L. P P W
Owens, M. P, P, ; E. E, Sponcer, M. P. P, ; G.
Catbray, M. P, P.; Demers, M. P. P.;
Lavaleo, M. P P ¢ Richard, M P. P.: Bean.
champ, M. P. P.; Duhamel, M. P P : Martel,
M. P. P.; Faucherdo St Maurice, M. P. P
Desjardins, M. P P : Asselin, M. P. P.:
Marvion, M. P. P.; Deschenes, M. P. P.;
Gsgnon, M. P, P.; Gauthier, M. P. D.3
Picard, M. P P.: Panlin. M. P. P.; St. Hil-
alre, 21. P. P.

Hon. Mr. Joly, in opening the Congress, said
that the ubject and purposc of the Foresty
Asgociation of the Provinec f Quebec was twa
fold ; to protect standing timber and to create
now forests where old ones had become dustroy
ed, Asto the cultivation of orchards, ho would

{eave that to Mr. Charlos Gibb, of Abbotsford,
who was better qualified than anyune else in the
country to deal with tho subject.  Ho referred
to tho great sucrifices made Ly that gontleman
in.travelling at !° own oxpense to Russia tu
find out tho kind .. fruit trevs which might be
introduced hero with the greatest pruepect of
succoss. Ho hoped his devotiun would be
approciated, and thought the best nward the
public oould give him was to assist him in
carrying on the good work which he had begun,
Tho hon. gontleman spoke of the difticulty
which existed hero in protecting timber on
privato lands, but timber apon crown lands can
and musf be protected, and he was sure that
under such a Commissi ner .f Crown Lands ns
Hon. Mr. Lynch the country can depend upon
this being done.  Hia devotion to the cause of
forestry was well knuwan the ughout the Pru
vinco. Mr. Joly also spcke of tho importance
of the preservation of forests frum n.any differ
ent points of view, such as the supply of fire
wood, of timber for building purposes, of lutuber
for trade purposes, of the great climatic
influonco oxercised Ly forests and their impor
tanecs in socuring a regular supply of water,
onsuring tho success-uf agriculturc. Ho alsy
reforred to the great good which had been
accomplishegt in England by re affuresting, and
instanced again the case of Landesin the South
of i‘ranco, where hundreds of miles of harren
sand havo been planted with pine forests which
yield an cnormous revenue.  The same policy
was being adopted in nearly overy civilized
country in the world. Our people must be
taught in early childhoud the value of wur for
osts, Tho cultivation of trees should be part of
tho education uf our children.  Sucki a trainiug

. developes all tho best qualities of manhuud, —

prudence, foresight and perseverance, and
teaches them that ne detuils hould be neglocted,
and that success is only tu be attained by
continued excrtivn. Tl hon. gentlomuan nfer
rod to tho inatitution of Arbur Day, which after
two years' trial had now lecumo uno of our
provincial institutivns e cutered upun detals
as to the best mode of spreading a huunledge of
tho culture of trees amung tho peuple, and
closad with an esrnest appeal to all men of good
will, who wero ready t¢ work nut only for
themsclves, but for those whe were to como after
them, to lend o helping band t the Furestry
Association in tho extensien of its labors, and
dissomination of tho facts and teachings which
Jitsought to have presailun & aubyect fraught
with 80 much importance to buth the preseny
aud tho future of tho Province of Quitac, The
hon, gentleman resumed his seat amid loud
applause,

Tho Hox. Mn. Lyxcn eaid that the hon.
prosidont had so fully discussed tho objoct of
tho association that littlo remained for him to
do but to sccond hisremarke,  Tho association
had ita origin in the ides that thotimo had
arrived in tho history of this provinco whon it
was nocessary that somothing should be done
1n tho direction of preserving what was really
to-day the most valuabloasset in tha rovenuo of
the province. A great doal has boen eaid about
the preservation of tho autonomy of the pro-
vince and yot ko feared that littlo or no consid-
eration had boen given of tho meavs by which
this dcsirable end was to bo attained. The
peoplo scemed disposed to regard this desired
end without conmdcration of the means by
which 1t 18 to bo reached,  If referenco were
mado to tho rocoipts of the provincial treasury
for tho past year it would be scen that the
rovenuo derivablo from tho crown lands of the
province or rather from tho timbor growing
upon thoso landsconstituted a very considerable
portion of tho total. It thereforo becamo a
matter of tho highest necessity that wo should
g1vo our attention to the means by which this
source of rovenuo was to bo continued and if
possiblo to augmint it. Tho tendency unfor-
tunately was to open up for sottloment a much
greater extont of our crown lands than should
be the caso and in doing thisa double injury
was done, owing to the fact that perhaps an
honest scttler was induced to buy for settloment
purposos, land utterly unfit fur cultivativn.
\Hear.) The sottler cut tho timber which gave
him a temporary roward and when 1t disappear-
©d he too often found that nothing but unpro-
ductive land remained.  In tho nieantime the
treasury was depnved of tho rovenuo which
under other circumstances would have reverted
toit. (Hear, hear.) 'Thisassoaation shouldde
all 1n 1t puwer to strengthen tho hands of the
governinent 1n their endeavor to make a more
effective division than had hitherto been made
of tho public lands of the province, both thuse
which were to bo opened for settlement and
thuso to L3 allotted for timber purposes,  Theso
observation applied only to tho unsettled por-
tions uf tho province, but thero remained
another and an cqually important work to be
done which was to educate public sentiment 1n
the direction oz re-afforesting 1n localities where
a wanton waste has unfortunately mades woful
want. (Applause.) Much could be dune 1n this
dircction and was shown by tho facts that the
the older countnes of Europe a3 well as the
states of the Amencan Kepublic have awaken-
od to the fact that climatic as well as other
reasons demanded that consideration must bo
given to this subject. There could be no doubt
that the absence of forest trees had a tendency
to produce an absorption of the moisture 1n the
ground and the result was that there was too
much damp, flcods wero helped and the country
suffered from dsastrous freshiets.  The policy of
tho Government had been in lesasing the fishing
rights pertaimng to nivers and lakes to reserve
from sale a portion of the lands adjoining those
rivers and lakes, 1.t alene for, the preservation
of 118 fishinz nights, but for the more important
purpose of preserving tho chmatic influence
which forests exercised 1mthe vicimity of waters.
As for as the hLon. gontieman was personally
concerned, ho would give the question of tree
culture and re-afforesting his earnest attention,
and whenever a suggestion was mado to hun by
gentlemen who took an interest in this matter,
tho suggestion would meet his carnest attention,
and ho would only be too glad to recommend
1t to s colleagues in the Government. (Ap-
plause.)

Mg, Wi, Litrie, Montreal, move’ ** That
this asgociation respectiully rocommend tho
overnment to tako early action to arnve at an
appropriate :des of tho quantity and quality of
tho pino and spruce timber still :emaiming on
tho crown lands i this Province,” Ho said :
In moving this resolution I would remark that
tho incomo derived by the provinco from woods
and forosts has 1n the past beon one of 1ts mawn
gources of revenucs, the total as returned in the
Report of the Hon. c¢ho Comnassioner of Crown
Lands for 1534, amounting to the handsome sum
of §60,707, nearly the whole of which was
denved from pine and spruce timber, Theso
figures. show how doscrving of attention this
question is, and that, therefore, it is of tho

greatoat importanco to know how the country
stands for tho futvro,

In connection with the busiacss of lumboring
in which I am engaged, I have had occasion to
observe how rapidly tho quality of the pino was
deteriorating, oven when tho quantity showed
littlo signs of reduction. To-day, however,
thero aro ovidences that tho quantity in some
sections with which we are acquainted is
scriously falling off. Few, I am sure, who havo
not given closo attention to the subjoct will be
preparod to learn that within the short period
of twelvo years thoamount of pino lumber sawn
on tho St. Iawrence, below Montreal, has
fallon fruin 250,000,000 fect to less than 25,000,
000 fect last ycar, an amount barely sufficient to
furnish & factory on tho other side of tho river
with a full supply of pino stock for making
match sphints,  Now, while this shows that a
section of country, but recently having a large
amuunt of pine, must now bo getting short of
pino stock and that thero was overy reason for
the Government to be careful of its spruce
tunber, which niust take the place of the pine
when it 1s gone. A sale of timber limits held
in this city in December last, and the priceq
which tho Government was pleasoed to accopt
for them would indicato at least that it had no
fear for tho future. I quote from tho Chroniole
of Decomber 18th, 1884, For the first lot put
up, 60 aquaro miles, the sum of 8108 per square
milo was accepted as bonus, the purchaser
having of cvurse to pay the dues fixed by the
government on any timber cut therefrom, It
was but 17 cents an acre.

Thu friends of the Furestry Association can
seo that our assuciation hus not lived in vain.
In all scriousness I must say that this trifling
with tho property of tho cuuntry, aud mombers
of parliament who permit such sacrifices with
vut protest fail in theic duty as guardians of
tho vuuntry's wealth, In connection with this
subject and hero I beg leave to rematk, as the
fureguing would seem tu imply -mo sort of
censure of the hon. gentleman,the Commissioner
of Cruwn Lands, thet is not su ictended, No
one who has tho pleasure of tho acquaintance of
this hunorablo gentleman and takes any interest
in the subject of forestry can do otherwiso than
feel the heavy obligatiuns the cause is under to
him, and it is the intelligont interest ho bas
always shuwn and is nuw taking in the subjoct
in connectiva with vur hunored and honurable
president that leaves reason to hope that some-
thing may yot be done in the direction of forest
prescrvation and its attendant advantages, and
the names of July and Lynch always side by
side when anything connected with this interest
is opposed, will stand out prominent as the first
friends of forestry in the Province of Quebec.
(Applause,) Tt is not the comuuissioner that is
to blame, but the pernicious system, only less
bad than that which proviously provailed of
selling off large bluchs of timber lands in ad-
vanco of any real demand, for comparatively
nothing as regards price, that has caused lum-
bermen and others to look upon such property
as of little valuo, to sacrifico it without getting
satwfactory returng, and to nearly rid thoe coun-
try of tho mont valuablo property it possessed.
It 13 now fully time in my humble opiniun that
moum sntelligent mothuds should prevall, that
we should take stock of our forests and seo how
wo stand, and, whilo blaming nobody for the
past, all jun haods to make the most out of
what s left. And, if we could only prevail on
honorable gentlemen to give some of their time
to the investigation of the important subject of
forest supplics 1n which the whole cuuntry is
most decply 1ntercsted, mnuch good would no
doubt result from it.  “ Agriculture and the
lumber traae,” says Bystander, ‘‘arc commercial
Canada. Vain s advertising, vain all policies
of devolupment if the substsntial wealth of the
country 1s allowed to pernish.  But trees havono
vutes and tho gencral carclessness of electivo
gus. nments 1n this respect presents an im
menso contrast to tho carcfulness of admunistra-
tivo monarchica.” Let tho Provinco of Quebec
show tho world that thero is one clective
government at least that has some regard for
thoe public interest, and in ro way can this be
better duns than by sacredly guarding tho forest
weslth of the country, which, though badly
mismanaged hitherto, is yot of enormons value.
To show how important it is that wo should

.

husband our timber reesurces and not cut them
off in tho rockloss manner wo havo been doing,
permit mo to add there are ovidenoces oxisting to
show that, apart from what we send our frionds
and othors across thosos, our groat and wealthy
neighbor to the south of us, tho largost consvmor
of forost products in the world, may require
beforo long to draw moro heavily on our rueour.
ces than sho has hitherto dono, and sinco she
has kopt us from sacrificing a large portion of
our timber by an almost prohibitive duty, it
would bo only fair to allow us a handsome profit
for Leeping it till sho requires it. Tho great
northern  pine producing states, Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota, which, notwithstand.
ing tho serious dopression in all other industries,
incrcasod tho output of sawn lumber from
3,600,000,000, in 1878, to about 8,000,000,000 in
1884, overy yoar showing an increase on tho
provious ono, and as you may observe, more
than doubling tho quantity in six years, withan
almost similiar increaso in the outpu’ of
shingles,the amount for 1878 boing 2,600,(00,000,
as compared with 4,500,000,000 in 1884, now be-
gin to show unmistakeable signs of exhaustion,
Adding the timber made into shingles to that
sawn, aml including also squared or Satted
timbor, would make a grand total of more than
9,000,000,000 of foet last year, of which the
singlo state of Michigan produced fully 6,000,
000,000, This ]atter state being the one enter*
ing moro immediately iuto competition with us
1n the castorn markets will this yoar barely turn
out 60 per cent. of last years product, or
8,000,000,000 of feot, and that this occurs from
a scarcity of stock of a euitable quality for
profitable conversion 18 evident from the fact
that many mlls wall have no stock whatever of
their own to saw, and are offering to contract
to saw for others as low as $1.23 per thousand
feet, while the great states of Ohio, Pennsyl-
vama, New York and most of the New England
States, thoso states that consume the whole of
tho product of Eastern Michigan, besides what
18 sent from Canada, have beon, if anything,
more prodigal n thewr waste of tinber than
ourselves, so that Ohio having, in 1853, 55 par
cont. of her land in forest had reduced theforeat
area to 23 per cent. in 1870 and to 20 per cent.
1n 1881,

“In Pennsylvania,” says Professor Hough,
one of the moat intelhgent writers on forestry
subjects, and late ehief of forestry in Washing-
ton, **tho forest arca is blow 25 per cont. Itis
the samo in Ohio and New York and in most of
all the older states of tho north, whilen the
prairie states of the west it is very much less,
We are already on tho borders of the daugerous
limt and were our supplies from Canada and
from Michigan stopped, we would speedily
begin to feel the burden of prices, which would
not long precede the pressure of abeolute
want,"

So that by husbanding our timber and pru-
dently conducting our lumbering operations till
our wealthy ueighbors require what we have to
spare, which all irdications point to an early
date, wo may expect a profitable futuranot only
for the province, but for the lumbermen as well,
(Applause.)

Hox. Ma. LyNcH, in reply to the remarks of
Mr. Lattle, suid that wero it not that he knew
tho deep interest this gentleman took in the
question ho might be induced to regard as per-
sonally offensive the remarks which he had
offored in support of tho resolution, He was
disposed, however, to forget for the moment his
official rolations, and to regard the xmbjoct'mat-
tor of tho resolution ratherin tho nature of a
dosiro on the part of the association to strength-
en the pution which tho hon. commissioner
had taken in connection with the administration
of the public lands of the province, It was
truo that during the past year a considerable
oxtent of ungranted lands had boen sold at .
public auction for timber purposcs, This has
becn dono at the roquest of various porsons and
becauso tho government felt that in the public
1aterest 1t was desirable that theso lands should
be 1 the hands of individuals who having a
personal intercst in thom would be induced to
givo them a protoction which could not be
oxpected if thoy remained 1n the srown domasin.
As rogards thoso ‘in tho castern portion of the
province, thoy wore krown to bo of comparative

littlo valuo and it was hopod that their pur

.




