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imagine that in the amnd of the most imparnal winesces, numerons trnns
of thought and feeling are goi~g on, of wluch the wdividvato themselves
were frcquently unconscioue ; and when giving an secount of any event
that may hase come umler their nat they mmgle and confound these
own menta) processes with the facta of history.“T'his compound of trmth
and creor, of imagination and faet, 14 styled amyth, and has a simitar gee
Lation to teth th -t @ 1ambow has to s pliccted maze.  Now, Dr.
wtravis aseents, that the ceed writers wrote what they belsed to be
trar Listory of what shey saw and beasd ; but that insprration, by which
fie incans the wepiration of genme, conld not preseve them hom those
errors, necesary 1o the free action and development of theie memal cone
ctitubion. The gospel lnctory, according to thie wnter, a9, thetefue,
chivily fabmlous, wal a thin hratoneal thread rnmng tuoozh s and, on
that punciple only, can the vanations of the gospels, and the czeors m the
Acte be accounted fur.  “Ilus syetens, giving only a myithseat Saviovr, a
wythical salvation, and, 1t 14 10 be feared, to these whoembrace at, a mys
thicat heaven, brought vut a hoat of championg wr deleace of the toat,
amang wham weee Tholuek, Hase, Neander, and Lange, We mtend, m
this arucle, to ive an epitome of soie of the facts adduced by Tholuck,
in defence of the Credibility of the Goapel Hhistory,

1. He shuws, by an induction of patuculare, that the sacred whnters are
competent ta their task. ‘The sacred waters bore tecumony, not to
opintons, which may be either true or fal<e, bt to matters of fact, of winch
cvery competent witness could judge. *’I'hat which we have reen and
hieard” says Jolin, * declate weunto you”  Mark and Luke, mdeed, are
not Apostles, neither did they hear Chest preach, aud see un work s
tacles; but they were placed an close conneston with those “ who were
eye-witnesses sud ministers of the word”  Luke was probably a native
of Antwch—the city where believers were first called Chnstiane—that is
followera of Christ, m the same sense that tie disciples of Epicurus were
called cpicureans.  He wae a physician by profession—an employment
which was generally filled by educated slaves—and Ins accompanying the
aposile I'aul in his travels, together with the punry of e Giock style,
way warrant the belief, that hie was a freed flave, and adiitted 1o a cer-
tain class of civil priviteges.  Hia previous education, his birth-place, An-
tioch, a city where the moet catrect information could e obtaned, and
his intimate acquaintance witl the apostles, cleatly prove that he must
have had * pertect understanding of all things, from the very fi
Heace, in reading tus gosel, and espeerally the Acts of the Apostles, we
perceive that he 1s equally conversant with” Jewish and Roman hstary,
and that he minately describes things jast as thev thea evisted hus,
Josephus, the Jewish historian, when gwving an account of thie deatly of
Herod, says, * that on the second day of the games at Cesarea, he was
clothed in splendid garments, at the rising of the sun - that every eye was
fixed upon him, and that flatterers cried out that he was a god ~‘Flienan
owl was seen on a branch opposite him, which, when he had formerly
scen, it was intimated to him, that the next tume he saw it, he must die,
and then he was seized with a discase in hiz bowels, so that he died that
dag.”  ‘The same transaction, divested of fable, is recorded by Luke, in’
Acts xii. 20=23.  T'lieze are three points in which the sacred lnstorian
hffers from the profanc. Luke says, an angel emote Herad ; Josephus, in
harmony with Roman supecatition, attributes his death to an owl; for the
angel was lavisible, aud inspication alone could tell what took place nat
upon, but behind the scene * Josephus informs us that the Pheenecian ame
bassador obtaired an audicnce of the king in the theatre; and this,
though aot joned, is presupposed in Luke's ive 5 as we are told
by “L'acitus, a heathen historian, that the Greeks were accustomed to
10ld consultations n the theatre, ‘The Jewnh histonan descnbes He-
rod's diseasc, generally, 28 a disease of the bowels,  Luke, as a physician
to whoin the nature of discases were familiar, says, * he was caten vp of
worms,” ‘Thus Luke shows his minute acquaintance with the customs
of his age, an much in what he docs not say, as in_what he does; and
surely, it will be admitted to be much more Iikely that the stroke of an
angel should produce discase and death than the flight of an owl.

Mark is the only other New Testament writer who was not an apostle
of Christ ; and lie also poseessed sufficient opportunites of knowing the
truth of what e related,  Papias, a hearer of the Apostic Juhin, who aln
derived information from the daughters of Plubip the deacon, mentioned
in the Acts, says, of Mark ‘—** Mark was the micrpreter of Peter, and he
carefully wiote what he remembiered, yet not i the exact order i wiich
Christ had spoken or did them.  Neather was he the heater or tollower
of the Lord, but of Peter, ns 1 said, who delivered his discourse according
to the necessities of his hearers, and dul not contemptate a connected exe
position  But Mark offended in nothing; for ke only wrote what he
ieard Peter relate.  He was careful merely for this one shig, not to
omit anything he had heard, and not toansert any thing false in the nar-
rative  There cannot be a doubt but that Papas n this passage, gives

wete true, I have seen some of them that w-re healed, some that were
rsed from the dead, whe weie vot anly seen after they had been healed
and rsed to W=, ut they constantly remained with ug, not mirrely at
at the tume whea the Redecmer went aboat vpon the casth, but they even
lived long after s azcensaon mto e aven, fo that many of them have tes
mrmed even to our e Now, Quadsatux ived i the second century,
undes she empegor Hiadran, and therefare thoee whown Christ had hesied,
when they were about ara of age, would now be neariy £0. 'T'lng
teatumony i< quite dienct ; and fully proses that the goxpel 13 1ot a can-
Tngly devised fable, but the hulden wisdom of Ged, revealed in Christ
»
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Fhe trwh of the Gospel History has been proved drom the Apochry-
phal New Fesament.  Tlus 12 2 collection of fiesnons gospels and epise
tles, intended to pass for the genmne works of the aposties; and the vae
nons nareatives are, thereton, founded on the new Testament,  They
relate tovial and abaund wendents respecting dhe carly e of Chust, pre-
tended nucacles, aud ndientous pacstiles. ‘The oldest apocheyphal gose
pel, styled thie gospel according to the Hebrews, was proliably swatten
about the end of the fiest century 3 winle othera must have been wrtten
before the middle of the second, and wlile the events which they relate
could scarcely have reached the nge of lustory.  Aud though many of the
weidente winch they record are tuthng, nod some_ almost verging on
blasrhemy, yet they take for granted alf the leading facts of the wospel,
and menfentally  prove that Chastiamty thea hived i the hvesand hearts
of wen.  In the gospel of the Infancy, quoted by Irenacus, who swrote
about 173, it 1s eaudy * When the clibd Jesua learned Ins letters, and his
master began authontatively to teach him, saying, say Afpha (A). Bt
Jeans aaud 1o fum, Tell thow me firet whtae Beta (33, and T wifl tell you
what is Alpha (A).  Oa tiug acconnt, e master, enraged, struck Jesus,
and when he had stiocken lum, he died” Tins story 13 sufliciently abe
surd and trifling, stoongly tmctused with Jewssh allegonical mterpre-
tation, yet it azeimeaal! the leading facts of the goapel, and amply de-
monatrates that they had, cven at thit early age, made a deep impression
on the mind4 of the commanity. .
115, "The Credibility of the New T is proved most X
from the teatimony nl)nls enemies, “The early eneanes of Chnauamty aro
dviable into two clasees—Jews and [leathens—and yet they both unin-
tentionally, but truly, confirn the gospel latory
1. The Jerws —There 18 a remarkable prssage in Josephus' lustory
specting Chroat, though i antheauieaty has been doubted, and even desie
ed. 1tia prabably partly interpolated hy some aver-zealous Chrstian in
Dhie controversiea swuh the Jewas and Giesler, an emcat cntic, has lately
1B d to separate the interp 1 fron the genmne potton,  The
gennine part is, as he suppoies, a3 follaws ‘= Abant this e appeared
Juana, a wite man, a worker of remarkable deeds, and he made many
Jews and many heahen his adhicrents.  Pilate condemned fum to the
croas, on the complant of our chuel men, though 1t was false what they
brought agrinst him, and the race of the Chrisuans wiiel was named af«
ter him, has not yet peridhed.”  Thia pacsage undemably provea that, n
the estimatien of Jozephus, our Saviour was a perforuer of wonderiul
works., And while the Jews admitted that Christ wrought miracles, they
attributed them to satanic ageney, saying, * He casteth out devils by
Bectzchub, the prince of desils”  Duning the carly azes of Christanuy,
they aftirmed that he wrought miracles by mage, wiich he tearned in
rpt, and they called lum in derision, the son of Pandira—falsely assert-
ing that he was a son of Pandira, 2 Roman soldier. Mauthew and James,
the apostles of Christ, are mentioned i the Talmud, an ancient Jewish
work, and several nuracles are attubuted to them, of which the twa fol-
lowing are kable i Tn the Jernsalem Talmud at i3 said :—
“ When Rabbi Eleazer, the son of Damna, was bitten by a serpent, James,
the son of Zeclsara, came unto lim and 8aid, cven to him, 1 will pro-
nounce over thee the name of Jesus, the son of Pandita.  Wherefore,
Rabbi Ishmael, the father of Elicazer, said, son of Dama, this is not suitns
ble. e answered, that he would bung a_place to shew that it was apl
pomted to lim 3 bt the ume elapsed, and be died. “Then Rabbs Ishmae-
spike atrer g death, Rieasel art thou, son of Dama, because thou hast
depanted from the workd 1n peace, and hast not broken through the hedge
of the wise, hat hast observed what was watten: Hie ihat breaketh
theough a hedze, a serpent shait bite lnm”* A hitle further on, anoiher
instance 13 given, with 8 shahtly different result, ; * An uncle of Rabby
Josma, the son of Lewy, had swatiowed something, which stuck fast in his
throat, There came one to lum, who whispered sometlung in s car, in
the name of Jesus, the mn of Pandira, upon wlich he was immedately
healed,  When he was departing, Rabhi Josua, the son of Levi, smd to
i, what didst thou say to hun? _He answered this word, [that i3, in
the name of Jesus.]  Wherefore, Rabbi Josua said, it would have been
beter that he had ded, rather than have heard that name ; and that im-
dately hap 1tolunm.” These eutrncts breathe a spirit of implaca-

an account of the gospel by Mark; that as Paul I Luke's
gaspel, vo Peter overlooked Mark's ; and, therelore, the entire New Tes.
tament is supported hy apostolic authonuy.

. The Credibility of the New Testament hag been proved from the |
testimony of cotemporary wniters ftiendly to Chpsuanuny,  The carly
Clristian wniters ate all witnesses for the truth,  In thesr controversial
writings, both with Jews and Heathens, the facts of the gospel lustory
were never called 1n question; and 3t 1s to be regretied that some of their
most valuable writings hiave penshed, with the exception of a few frag-
ments, preserved in the works of later wniters. Quadratus, who hved in
the beginning of the second_century, when speaking ol the muracles of
Christ, says, ¢ The works of our Saviour were always pslpable, for they

y happ
ble hatred aganst botk: Christ and Chnstiamty, g0 buter, that they would
not even pronounce his name.  They, however, admit his miracles to
have heen wrought, theugh they deny thesr divine origin ; but every jm-
parual judge wiit adn, that a nuracle 1s the seal of heaven’s approba-
tion, ani will 23y to Chnst sith Nicodemus—* No man can do the mir-
acles that thon doest, except God be with him.” °
Q" The heathen—~The heathen ndmutted all the facts of the gospel,
and that Chnst wrought miracles; but they foohshly mintained that
their false gods and distnguished heroes wrought as great miraclesas did
Christ. Celsus, who lived about fifty years after the death of the Apostle
John, carefully read through the Old and New Testament Scriptures, for
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