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ing cccasion, his mind was goided and encoseagod by the wanls of his
Saviowr, oceurring vividly to his mind, « What I dn thou knowest nnt
now, but thow shalt know hereaftor™

The sont was pr ¢ed by Dr. Cfhing, with as muely salem-
wity aa i it had boen warranted by gross Immorality in practice, or or-
ror in doctrine, and prononnoed in the ancred name of the Great Re.
deomer, Tt wae conchied in the worde following*—* Tho Goneral
Assernbly did, and hereliy o, in the nane nf the Lond Jesns Christ, the
sols king and hoad of the Church, and by vittna of the paiwer and an.
thority commiited by him 1o them, lapues Mr. Thomas Gitloaple, min.
fster at Camock, from the office nf the hely minietry, prohibiting and
discharging him to oxcrcise the sma, or nny part thereaf, within this
Chutch in all timo coming: and the Aseembly did, and hareby dn, de.
clare the Church and Parish of Carnock vacant, from and after tho day
and date of this sentonce.”

This sentence was listened to by Me, Gillespia with dignified com-
posare, and ha solemnly repliod as follows:

o Moderator—! dosire to receivo this montence of the General As-
sembly of tho Church of Scotland, pronounced ay ainzt, me withreal con.
corn, and awful Impressions of the Divine conduct in {15 but I rejoiee,
that to me it Is given, in behalf of Christ, not only te Lolieve on him, but
als0 to suffer for his sake.™

The calmnees and dignity of this roply, showing Mr. Gilleepio to
have posscescd much of tho mecknoss and gentlennes of Chrint; presents
a rematkable conteast with tho precipitance fn which his cnze was cons
docted, and with the haughty violenca ofhia It has often been
remarked, that there is little of gratitudo of gencrority in a public boily,
and that tha vory men who, in thoir individual eapacity, could not move
in oppreseing an fnnocent permon, will eallectively Inflict upoun him the
severest Injuries,  Weo havo known Chureh Courts, composed of men
of feeling and principle, who, when professing g judge in their collece
tive eapacity, set all the rules of justico and charity at defiance, where,
pethape, only theis prejudices wero tonched, and thereby thelr party zeal
kindled without oy tangible cause, In the cnse Peforo ue, the Count
was far advonced, and still advancing, in corruption, and the men whoe
compoecd it were more distinguished for n proud spirit of party, than
for teligious zeal ; and therefore it was loss wonderful that thoy should
combine sgainst 2 minister who had no superior in their Church for pi
ety and conscientiousners, and for faitlfulness in his maser’s sorvice.
Some 'nembors of the Aseembly treated Mr. Gillespics reply with
scorn, and gave visible indication of their disdain.  Dut it e waid that a
murmue at any such indecency ran through the house, and a fecling of
sympathy burst ot from different quarters, in the expression, * Alas the
good man !”

Every way considered, this was a very rash and smmmary process.—
Nr. Gilleepio had joined the Church of Scotland, as a Church that was
fres and indepondent. Ho had even taken exception to the Formula as
roquiring a full assent to the Confession of Faith, by cxpreseing his dis-
sent from the articlo on the civil magistrate’s power.  For it appears
that then, and at other rtages, the Church of Scotland did allow such ex-
ceptions to be taken as were felt neecssary for the exoneration of cone
scionce—a reproof to some of their supercilious successnrs in our own
day, who, rather than allow this hannlcss Indulgence, take dishonest
shifts that they may pretend to hold the Confussion entire.  Mr. Gilles.
ple having boen brought up among Dissenters, was allowed to subaeribe
the Conlession with the very explanstions which our own United Pres-
byterisn Church authorizes respecting the power of the civil magistrato
ia'matters of religion. This is a fact worthy of nntice, ns it identifies
the views on this subjeet held by Mr. Gillespie, and others of his period,
with our own ; shewing that ours aro not new, and that the founder of
the Relief Church, and his assnciates, as well n3 the early father f the
Becossion, wete men of clear discernment, of scrupulosity of conseicnee,
and of enlightencd, liberal sentiments.

“The sentence pronounced on him,” aays Dr. Struthers, “and the
mode in which it was dono, have been justly held to be painfully blas-
phemous. It was pronounced sfter prayer to God—in the name of the
Lotd Jesus Christ—hy virtue of the power and authority which Ho had
granted 1o the Asmembly! And he was stript of his offico as a minister,
and east out of his Church, not for heresy or immorality, but beeavse he
would not violate the dictates of his conscience, in being active in fore-
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ing & minister, acoonling to the I'strenage Aot, njwm a reclaiming ean-
gregation,  Hogoe and Nennet, in their histary of Dicsenters, inve eaid,
¢ AU tae Wasphiciies i the atmy and pary, for twenty years paet, have
not cqualiml the profancice of thie one aet of the Genrral  Asxembly,
eompradd of the mimeters and eldere of the Clurch of Reotland.

“ (0 the very day on which Tie had been dopaend, he lofl Fdintmegh
anl returnad €2 Carnnek  Heasadanitted to the eentenen to jis full extent.
He v ahly reqmuneed all the temporal smoluments atising feom the le-
anl cotablidinent  Adhe enteted the exte leading ts the manee, beforo
which there weae p 1ittle pint of eeaes, hie wrie appeared at the danor te
eolonme him, hie fird wonle were, * Tam nn longee winister of Cars
neek * e roply wan shott, pithy, and affectionnio~ Weil, il we mnst
beg, T will carry the meal park’*

Whate new, it may be asked, were the five ministers who joincd Me.
Gilleaple In the Represcuitation and whowate in the same condemnation
with himerif of refasing to take part in the indnetion to the Parish of Tn-
vetkeithing 7 Why Jid they aceempany him thus far, and as it were,
ainp short by the way ! What shonld have bet expected from them in
regan] to thin tssie of the causo 1 Should they not hiave baldily declared
their determination to sanke eommon cauee with Mr. Gillespie to the
very Inst lmto shate in his sentence, or, if not, to withdraw from the Bs-
tablishment from which ho wasva uustly exeludid, amd unfuel, along
with him, the hanner of Relicf?  Yes, they were onwanls to docline ad-
vaneing ; they were solfich, and studied their own easo and convenienee,
and not the interesta of roligion, in not aceotnpanying their friond at ev-
ety hazard.  Had they soml nably along with hiny, o« the tivee brcthe
ron stood with Rbenozer Erskine, in the generation preceding, they
would have ehinred in his honours, and their combination might have
rendarod then, ta & still greator oxtent, the inxtruments of good.  * Bwt,”
gays Dr. Struthers, * they had not the same stemnness of principle as
Gillespie.  Sotno of them, mich ar Pernia of Dunfermtine, morely fesred
the peopley Tt appenrs that others of them did make something of a
determined mtand,  For it Is said, * Being dosirous 1o mix mercy and
lenlty with their judgment, the Awembly ronewod upan the Prosbytery
the ingunction of admitting Mr. Richandson, and empowered the Synod
of Fife to conzider the excuses of those who Jdid not altend, and if aot
satisfiod therew!th, enjoined thelr sumponsion froin the exercise of thelr
offices in all Prosbyterics, Synsds, amd General Assemblics, aye, and
until they shall, respectively, testify their xorrow for thoir disohedionco
tn ite acts and onlinances®  Three of the five ministers positively re-
fuserd to ¢ ke any part in the induction. Theso wers Mesars. Hpenee,
Haunter, vad Daling: and in consequence, the Asreinbly’s stranzely lim.
fted sentence foll upon them.  Excepting in their own scssions, they
wero lod from all judicial functions, and this anomaly continued
for thirteen years, when, in conmequonce of groat alarm at what was
ealteid tho progresa of achismn, these ministers hiad tho sentence removed,
antd were restorad to tho exerclro of all their judicial funetions,

Mr. Gillespio was tho only one of the six who could stand out with
conscientious firmness against tho whole host of his rash and haaghty
opponents. Never ghrinking fremn duty when the coume was clear, ho
went straight forward, leaving all conrequences to God.  He had hoen
teained in the Lest school for imbibing tho prineiples of unbending integ-
rity, combined with enlightened liberality of cliristinn sentimens, 1o
studied under the celebrated Dr, Doddridge, at Northampton, England,
by whom he was greatly respected and beloved. ““’I'hore was a strong
congeninlity of scatinient hotwoon them, and there ean bo no doabt that
the inflnence of the English non-confurmist, confirmed Gillespio in his
viowa of christian comumuuion, and of the rights of cougregations.—
Doddridge was in the full zenith of his usefulicss, 8 man of consummato
ability, and of great influence, faithful in supporting the standard of n
pure christianity, amid abounding defections, and at the same timo sin.
gularly free from & sectarian spirit ; dispassionate, cool, and forbeating ;
dieposed to love the image of Christ wherever it appeared, aud Jooking
for tho defence of tho truth, not to the sword of tho magistrate, but to
moral and spiritual weapons. Sympathy of fecling aud similarity of
viows, wero the motives which brought Gillespio to Nortbampton, and
the result of his sojourn thero was to impart to his principles a streagth
and consistoney, which carried him triumphantly_through grest trisls at
a subsequent poriod of his life. Whag Providence has work for mean
to perform, they aro often prepared for it long beforo tho time, by in-




