
THE WVESTERN CHI3RCHMAIN.

lAnd as>Metropolitan. 'lhe whole consolidatcd Chnirchi
of the Dominion, whichi consisîs of twenty diocesesi is un-
dera genteral Synod, siimilar to ail such representative
bodies in the Colaniies. It lias an Upper Housc consisting-
of the Bishops, and a Lower House withi clerical and lay
representatives. 'l'lie Cilhu eh i% presided oveirby a Primate
who is elected hy the House ot Bishops, and, owing to the
ambiguity of the word Canadaî, lie ks styled "Primate of
Ail Canada." Thie General Synod lias considered niany
Aquestions bearing on genleral :und social subjects, but its
most important measures have been a canoJn creating a
court of final appeal forthc Canadian Church, and aschienie
of united-imissionary effort.

1 shall first say a few words rcspecting tîe ecclesiastical
province of Canada. Originially tie ecclesiastica! provinice
contained only Canada proper, aud it was colonized by
settiers froin France. Many English settlers have cntercd
since the English conquest, but still the French and
Pom-ani Catholic population large)>' preponclerates. 'l'le
oldest ste in the cclesiastical province of Canada is No% a
Scotia. Afier the Amnerican Revolution a large nuniber of
those who hiad been loyal to the Bîritish Crown settled in
the Western part of old Canada, known as Upper Canada.
It i s in many respects the nîost fertile part of oh! Canada,
and bias received during the present century nmani) Englishi-
spcaking scîtlers froin Great Britaiu, and lreland. 'lie
Church in this p)rovince lias grown steadily in every res-
pect. It is well supplied with universities and theological
colleges, it lias a large body of well-educated clergy, il is
eunploying ail the varionis kinds of church organization of
the present day, is showing a great interest in inissionary
efforts, and is increasiiug ils contribution for Cluurch work
froin year to year. But the older part of Canada lias passed
into a settled condition, and, thougli settlemnents extend,
ils newv work bears but a smiall proportion to the whlole.
The-Chirch in old Canada, 1 tluink, nuay bc said to owe
everything to the Society for the Propagation of thc Gospel.
Othier societies have very nîaterially assisted-as the Colonial
and Continental Cliurch Society-by nieans of Missions and
scluools ; but it certainly owes ils birdu and grow'h iainly
ta the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 'l'lai;
Society bias ver>' properly gradually witbdrawn its iid froin
inlost.of tue dioceses and tlîey alrceb:1 toalk alone; and
when thuis resuit is found in a dioçese it is uniquiestionably
'for the good of tlle diocese. But the Society ks now pro-
posing to*ithdraw itsiid froni dioceses that cannot possibly
carry on the-wôrk of the Chiurch vitluout ouiside luelp).
This is a vcry different inalter. The Society cxpects the
'self-supporting dioceses to take its place, Is dtis cxpccta-
tioù wefl-grotinded ? It really cornes to thuk: Cani the
Churchmnen of Moiutreal aîud Toronîio-only snmall chties
frouni an English point of view-witli s0 many local catis,
botu for theumselves and tIme d iocese ofwluich they, are the
sec chties, do il ? No one in. Canada believes anythinig of
tIme kind.

Before passiuig to tlîe Province of Rupert's Land, I wtuld
.%ay a few %words respecting ltme Britishx Coluibian dioceses.
For a loil; lunie Britih .Coluunibia xvas stationary, but there

bas been a large growlh of populationsince; At the pre.
sent tinte, b>' the prosp>ect of. extensive luining operations
,in'the diocese .of New Westminster, maniy persons are beinig
drawn to the country, and if their expectations should be
favored there will be a cal) for a large increase of Churcli
work and'outsidé buelli.

.1 now wisli to spe.uk of niy own province. Marly con.
sider tîmat the worth of Canada lies in Manitoba and tIme
North-West '1erritories; at any rate, it is there that itnnii.
gration is constantly and rapidly increasing the population;
it is there tait vigorous efforts have to be put forth by tIme
Churchi i il is tr lxold ils place and dô ils work. Rîmpert's
Land, tlmoîgh so very younig a colony for setters, is old as
a Britishi possession. It belonged 10 England wluile old
Cantiada was yetal French icolon>'. For two and a-haif cen.
tuilries tIme Hudson's Bay Comipan), oblained front il tbecir
valîuable furs, w~hen tîme inhiabitants of this vast region were
sixty or seventy Englishi scaîtered almost beyond belief.
Surely it was, in (lhe vords of my text, "a wilderness and
a solitary place." I have travelled thmere d'ay after day in
both stimuler and xinter without seeing a single humau
being. In 1820 a clergyman xvas sent out jointly by tht
Hudson's Blay Comnpany and the Church Missionary So.
cielt'. StmaIl setîlenients, chiefly of persons of Indian
descent, grew up abouit tîk old Mission -stations in-the val-
k.'y ai Ille Red River, non' knowni as the. Province of Mtaai-
loba. The bislmopric of Rupert's Land was formed ini 1849,
and the Hutdsoni's Bay Companxy mnade an annual grant.
Iii 1865, vhmen 1 went out as Bkbop;- there were pot five
hutndred people iii the wlîole vast country, except Indians.
'l'lie isolation xvas extrenie, tIme p)rivations were great, and
nuch heroisi xvas smoxvn by devout nmen wlmo iii those
days,, as m issionarics of the Chiurcli Missionary Society,
carried the Gospel iîmîo the far mnterior. Thcre is nmuch
heroisn rcquired still. in the course of lime over tbirty
umissions xverc planted b>' the Church Missionary Society
along tîme great rivers up 10 the Arctic Circle,

In these first days of my episcopate I liad littleepiscopal
dut>' wherc 1 lived, but, seeing ver>' distinctly- the great
change f'ront immigration that was imminent, I gave myseif
%vith a whole heart froin the beginning of my second year
in thtli country, to the building up-of St. John's College at
Winnipeg, of whicli you ]lave heard. I hiad to take an
active part nxyself in time tuition, and it lias flot yet been
possible to relieve nie of this. 'liet lndian work of the
tertitory exîended widely tbrougli the coumntry through
time generoms support of the Chutrch Missionary Society,
fostered by tmeý labours of my- -predecessor. I spent eiglht
weeks of iny first winter in a visitation of a large number of
those Indian communions, and we had usually to meet
three or four days of ecd week iii the openi-air with the
thierniometer far- below zero. a condition of things iwhich
appears mole serions thman il really is. .I often look back
ii intense inturest 10 somne of those visitations, especially

to time missioùis aroünd Huidson's Bay. But at length there
caille a great change. Immigration hiad been sttadily
pressing west and north in tlue United States, access 10
Rupert's Land liad become easy. In 1870 the coutty


