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bier hnisbantd to, fi-lit bis subjeets into a belief that the bieravechy of
Eingland wvas of divine origin, and that the king reigned absolutely
byjurc dlivine, or by a divine right.

The nccessity of' receivingassistance froin Scotland in carrying on
the war, and thc conditionon which thc Scots parliarnelit agreed to
lend tha ý assistance, obligcd the Etiglisl parliaient to, pass an ordi-
Dance for tilte asscmblinz of divines to deteriniue on a uniforinity of
doctrine and discipline for the two nations, or to establishi a systern, 0f
doctrine and discipline for the churchi of England that iniglit assimi-
late it to the view's of the kirk of Scotland.

The ordinance bears date June 12, 1643, and is thius eontitlcd,"l An
ordinance of the Lords and Coxumons in parlianient, for tho cilling
of an asscmibly of Iearned and godly divines and others, to be con-
sulted with by the parliainent, for settling the goverumnent and litur-
gy of the churchi of England, and for vindicating and clearing the
doctrine of the said church from, false aspersions and interpretations."

The ordinance ordercd one hiundred and twenty reverend gentle-
Men, ten peers, and twenty commoners of illustrious birth, whose
names arc ail mcntioued in the ordinance, and now lying before me,
to assemble at Westminster, in the chapel called king lenry VIL's
ehapel, on the ist of July7 1643. Forty of those personswevre to be
sufficient for doing business, or to compose a oonxpctent quorum for
the purpeses of parlianient. Thiey were prohibited froin iutrodue-
ing, any topie of discussion fromn among theinselves, and were to be
confined Il to such niatters and th.ings conccrning the liturgy, doc-
trine, and discipline of the chureh of E gland, as shall be proposed
by cîthier or both bouses of parliamont, and no othier." They were
Ilnot to divulge their opinions or advices touching the matters afore-
said, cither by piniting, writing, or othcrwise, ivithout consent of
parliament. If any difféerence of opinion arose, they wvcre to repre-
"ent it to parliamnc. with their reasens, that thie hiuse might give
further directions. Four shillings per day were allowed for ecd one
during, bis attendance. Dr. William Twisse of Newbuvy n'as appoint-
cd prolocutor ; and, in case of sickincss or deatii. the parliament re-
servcd to tlieniselves the choico of another'> Tho ordinance con-
cludos with the following provisu: 1' Providcd always, that, this or-
dinance shial net give thein, nor shall they ini this assembly assume
or exorcise any jurisdiction, power, or authority eclesiastical whatsoev-
er, or any other power than is berein partieularly exprcs-sed." The
divines were chosen ont of such lists as the knights and burgesses
broughit in eut of their several counties, froni each of which the par-
liament chose one, or at most two.

IlBefore the assembly sat, the king, by bis royal proclamation of
June 22, forbade tlieir meeting, for the purpose thercin mentioued,
and declarcd that no acts done by theni ouglit te be rcceived by bis
subjeets. lie aiso threatened to proceed against thix with the utmost
severity of thc Iaw. Nevertheless, sixty nine asscxnbled in king
HRenry VII's chapel the first day, according to summnous, net in their
canonicai habits, but chiefly in biack coats, and bands in imitation of
the foreign protestants. Fcw of the episcopal divines assembled ; and


