
th'e promised ' seed' bocame the desire of ail nations. IIoly nmen were
watehing and waitiiug, and holy womeii ton>, were anxiously looking for
the highly favourcd one who should be the ;nother of the Son *of God.jBut the set tinie was net yct corne. So long indecd was the promise

~delaycd that somue began to des3pair of its fuliflincnt, and otIkers ques.
tionci the divine origin of the predictions which hiad caused universal j
ex pectation. 'tet God had siot forgotten bis proimise ; but had been
preparing thec way for its accoinplishinienf as fa~st as biis unerring vis-

jdoni tlîought best. Fromi cternitv lie Lad rcgyarcd it. and arranged
luis plans otf ereation, provideuce and redomption witli reference to it.
The prediced event was greait. and flic Ipre,,aration for it mnust be

tgreat also, and nges must circle away before it eau be complete.-
i God, the Eternal, deliits iun progression; :thuugh bis works were[finislied, i? scmine froin the bogining;ir yct the Iaiv cf graduai devel-
opeinflt is strictly observed, ini brifnging tliein fiOrward ifito actual
and comnplote existence. Pirst the bis de and thon the car, and thon
the full corn in the car, suggosgts a principle fully carried out in the

Vsystern of remedial merey. lteligioù has liad its infancy and child-
ihood as weli as man. Theî primîitive siniplicity of the patriarchal
Vinstitution which %vas diviiiy iiîstituted in the first age of the world,

ii'as the inost simple that wc can conceive. lit contcunplated no other
Sbond uf union but the inarriage covenant and the relations growing I

out of it. This was weli adalotcd to lead the mind forward to future
dcveIopeinents of God's purpuses in flhc plan of rodemption. Aftcr
a lapse of two thousand five hiundred ycar% flic more cornplex doc- t

tîînes aud usages of Judaismn were «zddcd to the divine siunplicit fI
tie family worship. Tie iaw was added to it, but did not supcrsede
it, hein g founded on thc matrimonial conipact, and that on nature
itself it cannot bc superseded so lon,« as t.c truc w3rshippers of God
are dr'iwn tcgethcr by faiily tics-. The doctrinecs and usages of
Judaism were chiefiy reprc.,-cittat-ive and týxpica1 in thecir character. l

iand designed to lead forward anot'ier step tiriards the full develope-
nment of the sciminie of rcdetiptioù,ialrcady foramed in the divine niind.i

ie law was given by thue d*,peuîsýaizt*,iof angels, and the Jewish
types set up, with rcîcrencc to tbe proiniscd " seeod." T1his is the
secret of their powcr to save. Tî.roughi tiiese the Sa*,nts who died
before the Hope of Jsracl caime, lookcd forward to is advcnt with
inîtense feeling ; for hoe it was mltho iild eoiifirm their titie to end-.
less bliss. They werc all savc. iii aiiticýipatiou of bis sacrifice.-

Thogithis tliey obtaiumed p.ardon, lolïi.--s and eternal. lif. By

event iwhich was yQt future. progrcssed, and four thousand years
passor l owly away beforo tlîis long chieri;lîed anîd cager expectation
was fuifilled ; and thon lic who was in the forin of God took upon
Iiiînself the formi of a servant, and men bchceld lus glory as the only j
be'rý,otteiu of the Father, full of grac,ý and truth. Eveuâts liad takenj
plac'e of great interest, and revolution liad succecded revolution to
prepare the way for his appearançe. The fulness of time had eorne

euc God setfrhh-Sn iws in every respect the fit seagon ;

ethrtoo soon nor toQ lato te accomplish the objeet of bis mission.


