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declatred that, uiotwits t.nin thssmbac o tit.3tir va ora

lire Nvitlin. ie Chuirchi at Sardis hiad - a naine to live," and tha l 'a ail.i
AndL is there nuot souniethlmgsgiiiai and instructive aboutaitli

Do %vu nlot fiîîd a Siiînilar Condition uor thinigs aînlong xnlodei chlieles ? A

particutlar chircil, let lis Suppose, is blessed -with a Seasoul or' revival.

The cause or (.od is rapiily uxtended ; niew Cvngregatioiis are oigaliiied;

Siniiiers are coniverted, and thu wlIoîu lithrehi lècis the impulse uof a nie% life.

Mien thec nuw's spireads. "The -Cliiireli is prusîeinfg gieatly ;", anid

taus slic gains ta 1nie-a replitation. Su fiaî.: :a11 is N'efl. But arter. the

seasul uof revival there oteil cules a seasoni or reautioln, Nv'1îei deadiie'ýs anîd

siipiineîîess takýe thie pi.ae or vitaiity andi power.1 Tie iusual rouind of' dulties

înay be observed, lait îîut %vith the saw.e carnestness as beibre. 'l'le Word ut'l o

God is no longer as bre-ad to the Ihungriy ; the Lur-d's Table iq nu longer a

place ut' halluw'o\ed lellio\V5iij) w'îth tie risen Lord ; and the prayer-iiieetifg

becuilles a place ut or î11al service, reiîder-ed iniwl-eîii platitifdes.,

radiier thanl the aite-Chliilber uo' heavenl wliere wrcstling Jacobs prevail witlî

(10d. IProressioti stili 11lourishies, blut vital -odliîîess lbas declinied ; and -we

caîinot w'undel. that tlue sa.vîour, lookinig uipon siel a chlio, sitol say,

"Thonl bast a nainle tlîat thoni 1ives;t, anîd art ded"There it stands, looking

likze L rec plalntcd by rivers, of bvtr-is raiilieS m11any, andi its leaves

stili gr-eel ; but alas 'dt 'îtli anid rbtathes lia ll nitteiî it at the Cure, anid

.when Uich Master couniethi Svelziig fruit lHe flndfei lioiie.

he danger ut' a climch scellis, to mlerease iii the ratio of its gruw'î%ngil

popillarity, anid suieli is Uic <langer -whichi niow~ tireateiîs that woidrouis Cre-a-

tioiî ot' Divinle Pr-ovidelnce whIîc1i mcin cali '< Metiiodisixi.' Sniall. iin its

beiîiîs t a rin ot' iinustardi secu!, it -attracted litUie attenitionî ; it Nwas too

insigiîifiuant for tiie iiot;.c.e ort'ice great ; buit tiat gr-ain ot' Seed pussesseli

a vitality NVhîlich Hlie wvorld Coild n(>t re-sist, anîd soui it shiot forthl its bîiiemlies

alnd grew 11P iin Spite ot' eveîy (Allort to rpesiL. TMien fl')luwed fic cra

ot' persecuition, andi the infant chutrieh ias cast iîîto tie ounaf t popllar

fulry ; buit wvith t;hei ini tie furn-lace wvas unle like ilito Uic Son uof (10d, Nvhlose

preclce coiitr<)lled tfliu'ry uftheUi devoui'ing elemnit, anîd preserved Iiis

clioscii iisc4athced aîuid tuie ltre. And thuis while mien lookcd tiat thcy sbild

]iaî'e bicei Conislinled, 1<)! tliey cnîcrged fruin thec furnace as gold seven Liîîîes

piii-ified, ridiait wvith thie heaity ' hliines-s anîd adorincd Nvith Uic glory

ot' (od. Tlue sniall miec liad hecunie as Paiand Dai stie Aigel ot' the

Lord, and Mefît'lodisrn tokl its place foreinlost aînuong those agenicies whlîi lîad

destiu for the mioral renovatioli uft'e Uimorld.

Mien began thec era ut' prosperity, and, let me add, of real anger.

Mcfîtlodli:sm could nu0 loniger be. igîîorcd, it wvas toc) powceral. for that, ; ýaiid so,

frolin bcilig a simi al ud despised $cet, it 'assiîîed Ulic position ut' a .lre

and< iîîfllucntiaý-l dellilniîîation. Meiin onl11Y trecated it with respect, but Iln'gafiî

to souîîd its praise-s Tliis is thie power of G(3od," sitidl une ; " his is tbe truce

apostole succ.ssioi," sai aif e Metlîudisîn is Christiaiîity iirnes,

criod a third. The simîplicit-y ut' teSe peoule, tlîeir hiolneSty, thuir gridly

Silicurity, tlîeir :Seif-duenial, wvere hield up as cxamples to others,1 -vlile, thecir


