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A~me of thero churches contain, Vre or thrce hundred
membors Aimoct ail of tem sustain stationp, somo
of thena as xuany as twenty or thirty; and, titoughit i
may Feem incredible le sente of us, ail Ibis gloriette
,work bas licou accouiplishcd, in ciassical Gerntany,
wiitbout the aid of a single clasically laborer. Would
It net lie possible for us te learn a lesson fient our
wretbren in Gerntany?

But it will perLaps bie said, Ibis is au examplo front
a foreigu country - vould lte sane means for exteud-
iag the reign of Citrist avait us equally bore at home?1
Cast your eye backwvard Ilhon, and look tpon ourowu
condition s-one fifty or sixty years sinco. The mon
are now living, wiho remember the ltiqt deominu-
tien when it vias lthe least of the tlaousands of Ismuel.
We are now among the most numereus, perhaps lte
most nurnrous; communion in the United etater. fly
what mneans las our increasee Leen me astonishing?
How Las il corne te pas, that belierers in snob multi-
tudes have, Ihrough our instrmnentality, beon added
te the Lord. I think the anmwer at once suggests
its--lf, if wie call te mind flic chiaracter of the Baptists
of thc preceedîng genoration. Though plain men,
gcnerally of ordinnary education. they %voere mon of

?ryr, ful of t e loly Ghost, cadi eue hlig him-
self in a spcial inanner reponsible for xnaking known
te those that wcre around hitu the truth asit is in Jesus.
They were mon of conference and prayer mettings,
and'rcviv&Is of religion ; who. iu barris, in Feheel-
roomsc, and in private bouses, -%horever thoy could col-
lect an audience, preached repentence towards God,
and faitit in our Lord Jesus Christ. Every talent
whicb a church diecerered an'ong ils members, 'ias
cnlled into the service of Christ. Tiaere* was -carcely
a cburch an'ong us whicl badl notits lay preacersn, or,
as titoy 'more termed, licentiales, Of these, many
froi liane te tinie entcred the regular miaistry, and
thus pastors 'more supplieda in proportion te our necd.
Our settled ministers laborcd flot only in Iheir own
churches, but made frequent mî.sionary tours in the
more destilute regieons in thfir vicinily, thus doing the
the work of evangelisLs. WLiIe wie 'mere thus, wiith
Éingular earne.stness, devotiug ail the ineans in our
power te the service of Christ, lte Lord addcdl te 'as
daily of scc as should lie.saved. And nowhere could
I appeal to the resuIt of thesze lahors -with greater
pleasure, than in the voryspot onwhich 1 rstand. The
numerous cnd fionrisbing churches that fill tho whole
of Western New York, this Univerity, 'mith ail itç
strengthin falice proscrnt, and ifs boundlcss Lopesq for
thte future, ail ov-e Itir existence te the seif-denials,
the preaching. te prayc.rs of those plain, pion.-, vouer-
able and nover te lie forgotton men. "lThoy Lavc
Iaborcd, aud you have eutcrcd !rit their laor. 0l
late ycars our prog-resa bas lic nuchlesn rapid. Oan
vic-s in many 0f Ihese reepectas have cbanged. Ma3
net titis chance iu our vicws lie cennected 'mill th(o
change in our prosperity?

These instances seca te mc e th trow somo ligbt up
on the tebings of the Noew Testament on titis stab
jeet. 1 fear flint ire are in danger in this malter el
forsaldng tLe instructionsg of Chribt aud bis apestles
aud following the traditions of men, net ebserving tbi
tendencies twe ibthoy bond. The Reoeriers broughi
't themn any of the errors ef the churëb of Roe
May 'me not have derived, tbrougit tem. soute errone
eus notions respecting the churcit and the ChriEtiar
ministry? Can any eue fail te perceive, fliat thi
views of our Hpmxunrgb brelLerai on titis suject arn
more in accordance 't the New Testament, thai
those of Lutheor, or Calvin, or Mclanethon, or JoLi
Knox ?

The doctrines'hore preEeuted secmn te mue to bave ai
important bcariug on the subject of Christian aud min
lalecrial education.

Ttc principlel wiic shouta govern us in ibis mat
tcr, 8c=r to be zometiting like the following z

I have said that ovcry disciple of Christ is under
ixuporative obligations te becoine a herald of Falvation
te bis fellow mnen, and to besecch thein, ini Christ's
stcal, toble rceled to God. This cati oly lie doue
by tho action of mind upon mmnd. It le a case in
whicb the mina of one man sel<s te exert an influence
ovcr the miind of another. To accomplish tbis, dîsel-
plined mmnd le best Patfapted. We are tauglit by
Christ, that we are utuler obligations not only to use,
but to araprove cvery talent committed te us, that we
mnay have the more te consecrate te bis service. The
slothful servant was condenined because hie returned
bis talent just in the condition in whbich Lie Lad recelv-
cilit. This ls the niversal condition on wbich we are
allowed te hold evcry gîft catrusted te us. But, if
this bie tlic universal rule, how cmphàtic is ils applica-
tion to intellectual gifts, lte most valuable of ail tbe
talents wilh whiclî %vc are entrusted. Honce, every
diFciple of Chrict ls undor the niost iniperitive obliga-
tions te enlarge bis 1<nowlcdge, te cultivate bis facul-
ties, to discipline bis mental energies; thint hoe iay
have te more te devote te the service of the Master.
A willfully ign'orant ObriEtian is a contradiction. Hie
is a barren fig tree. Hie ls the indolent servant who
returned hie tallent, wlîich lie bad kept 'wrapt up in a
napkin. Meon the Master shall ask vhat hie bas
gained hy trading, what will ho rcply? Brethera, the
law of the Lord ls exceeding broad, ana it would lie
weil for us if we more frequently contcmplated tLe
uuiversality of ifs apphicatioiC

STRIKJn;G CONVERSION.
Tho first sermon we ever wrote was upen the te-xt

"Christ came flot to bce ministered unIe, but te minis-
ter." Blore was room for a great deal of tnlk. [t
was a comfortable sermon te saints, and there 'ias
nothing ini it particnlarly calculated to offend the.
camnai beart. It gaiued us more or less applause.

But our next sermon vas upon, a different Eubjodt.
The text was Qne of those thunderboîts of divine writ
that strike the carnal Jieart, as it wcre dead. IlSuli-
mit yourself therefore te Ged." We sat down cein-
posdl t write this discourse, rneaning te speak
dircl te the itupeuitent sinner vith a. calrn urgency
net te lie evaded. But the sermon was net fairly
*begun before tho 'irrter began te question bis autitora-
ty te preact snch doctrine as a matter of bis own
personal experionce. The quesrtion grew more and
more weigitty; have 1 ever knewn the mbaning of
tbat naked truth, IlSuimit yourself te Goa?" EVQry

*writtcn sentence added to the aiwfttl appreitension that
I knew not the command, and my pen was but record-
ing my own cendemnation. The sermon was thrown
aside unfinisbed. The Bible became our studye ana

-agonzing prayer vas offéed at every breath. The
-gospel vias examinedl verse by veSoe frein beginning te

P end. Every word wura an.'dously --cru.-Inized to sce if
tbere wura but eue mny of hope for a guulty sinner. No
hopewvas there. Every promise vas te te believer,

Scondemnatien te the unbliever.
* That wura the day in wbich we studicd tbeoiégy;
net te preach the gospel, but te asertain God's tratit

i in relation te the saîratien of our own souk. Besides
thîe Bible, Luather, Edw&rds,% Bollainy and kindred

Swriters wcre searched 'nit an aïony or seul, the
i remnembrance of 'iriici can never pars a'iWy, to ascer-
i tain the meauaing of that word, tic key of lieavcn's

gale, Faith. But ail vura in -vain. Despair wau
i riveting ils heavy ébains on the seul; elineneLo Wu
- becondng unendurable. The crises wau reatchcd.

Titere wus ne heip but in Ged. Prostrate before bum,
- seul and body were yiled !rit thc bands of a Ecvcr-

cigu God for weal or wee. The load was gond. We


