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The Apiary,
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Management of the Apiary for June,

Y 3 M. THONAS,

Tue honey harvest commences with this month,
and as May has been unfavorable, if it does not prove
abundant, bees will not do well this season.

In this section we can hardly expect early swarmg,
unlews it be from Italian stocks.  Still, everything
should be in readiness, old hives well cleaned. and
new Juves purchased or well made and on hand.
Honey-boxes may now be given to nll stocks. Pieces
ol coml may be factened to the top of honey-box, as
Uees will eater a box far more readily if there is comb
in . Boxes for marketing should bave glass ends;
fur honie consumption a simple wooden box will do.
1t sbould not be over five inches deep.  As zoon as
boxes are filled, they should be removed, and other
boxes put on.or the honey removed and the same
boxes returned.  In the latter case a small picee o
hinney may be lef in the box tv induce the bees to
commencs worh agan,  From the muldie of June to

case, they are too warm, and want more ventilation.
Common hives should be rmaized up.  Tie bottom
hoard of my single-boarded hivo may he dropped
balfan inch The double boarded hive being cooler,
seldom requires any attention in that respects When
swarms issuc and return agaio to the parent sfock, it
is well to examine carcfully in front of the hive for
the queen, as rometimes in attempting {o fiy she falls
on the ground and Is unable to rise again, or she may
be defective in a wing_aod cannot tly  In such o
case slie would 3oon pevish if not returned to the hive,
Give yonr bees all the attention they require, and if
the honey liarvest i good. they will reward you well
for your trouble. If bees in common hives hang out
Yand refuse to swarm, drive them, leaving n fow bees
'in the patent hive, which remorve {0 a new stand, and
put the swarm you have driven out on the old stand.

| Miller Traps, Comb Guides and Con-
denserss

To the Elitor of Titx Canana Fanuen :

} Smt,—1t i3 very evident that Mr. Thomas differs
widely from mysclf as to the utility of the above-
meationed contrivances, but which of us is nearest
vicht 2 o point which I hope those interested will
seck to detetmmine by carefully reviening the articles
upon the subject. 1 accept Mr. T.'s enrreetion of my
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the middle of Jaly may bc.saul to be the swarming 'ﬁrst quotation from him, and claitm his pardon on the
season. AW persons intending to uge moveable comb |

. . . racore that it was unintentional ; at the same I will
lives should put their first swazms in-thei. Many

persons often put a sccond swarm in a new hive to

“try it it does not dv well, and tho hive is con- |

demned.  Second swarms frequently do ill in any
hive. If two second awarms, or three or four third

swarms are put together, they will do well. They

may be united any time within a day or two after
swarming. Such united stocks often do as well, or
even better, than a first swarm. It is fur better to
have onc good stock than two poor ones.  1f the bee-
kaeper can double his bees every year in Canada, he
shonld be satisied. With moveable comb hives,
sccond swarmns may be prevented by cutting out the
queen cells.  More boney may be obtained hy keep-
ing all the bees in the parent stock after the first
swarn has issued.

1t is often urged as an vYyection to moveable comb
hives that it is difficult to get a swarm of hees into
them. Such is the casewith the Langstroth, Quinby,
and many other comb hives, but with my hive th.
dificulty is entirely overcome by the dropping of the
bottom board atthe rear of the bive. In fact, itis
one of the most convenient rrrangements for intro-
ducing a swarm ihat can be invented. Set the hive
on the table with the botiom-board dropped, and
shake the bees out of your living dishon the table
near the opening, and they will all enter in a few
moments. TFor further particulars, see - Canadian
Bee-keepers’ Gaide.” With common box lavesa simi-
lar plan ghould be adopted. Simply raiee one side
of the hive about two inches, putting under a stick or
chip to hold it up, and turn down the bees asstated
above. TLisis much better than shaking the bees
into the hive, and then turning it over or shaking
them on the table and turning the hive over them.
Either way, bees aro sure to be killed. Last scason
one man killed two quecns by tke operation. Re-

move all swarms to their stands soon afler biving,
and keep them shaded, especially if in newly-painted
bives. All swarms put in moveable comb hives of
any description should be cxamined at the cxpira-
tion of four or five days after biving. Any inaccu-
racies in the combs, or inclination to build crogked,
may then bo corrceted by pusbing tbe comb to its
{;ropc; place. It Leing warm and soft, no fear of

reaking need be apprehended. I all bee keepers
using moveable comb hives will adopt the above sim-
ple plap, they necd never have any crooked combs
in their stocks. It isnot, as is too frequently sup-
posed, a difficult tack 1o remove the comb frames.
Any perdon, éven a lady, may remove them from my
hive without Qifieulty by using a littip smoke, If
timid, put on a bee protector and 4 pair of sheepskin
or India rubber gloves.

Often during tho hot weather of this month, hees
may be seen on the Jighting board of a hive in large
numbers blowing with their winge, while an unna-
tural roaring ig heard in tho hive.  When such is tho

take the trouble of drawing the logical inference
‘from the correetion, that he believes the « fixings™ in
a hive unseful in tho hands of those who will attend
to thew.  Nr T.°s reply to my query * il the millers
are g0 unceremoniously cjected by the bees,” &e., is
by no means satisfuctory.

Since * it is not necessary for the miller,” accord-
ing to the theory advanced Ly Quinby some ten or
twelve years since, * to enter a hive in order to in-
fest a stock with her progeny,” Mr. T. trinmphantly
agks * Of what nse would Mr. 11.s miller trap be in
such instances** In his anxiety to ignere itz utility,
he rays “ of none whatever.” Let us see.  Says Quin-
by: ¢ From the first of June till late in the fall, the
moth may be found around onr hives, active by night,
but still in the day  The only objeet probably is to
find a suitable place to deposit its eggs that the young
may have food 5 if no proper and convenient place
is found, why I suppose it will take up with such ns
it can find  Its eggs must bu depusited somewhere,
it may be in the cracks in the hive, in the dust at the
bottom or outside, ng near the entrance as they dare
approach. The bees running over them may get one
or more of these cggs attached to their feet or bodies,
and carry them amoug the combs, where they may
be left to hatch.” ILinfer from this statement that if
*a convenient place is found™ inside, they will not
be loft about the entrance. Tius  cunvenient place™
my trap affurds ; and since the bees cannot get into
i, where is the liability of the cggs being carried
into the combs in this way? ¢ Factsare stubborn
things,” but Mr T. finds no difficulty in dealing with
the fact that Ifound no grubs in the combs of my
spiary last summer e suggests ignorance or blind-
ness, and passes on  Tow natural the idea of a su.
pervisor arises under such circumstances, but his
proposition is respectfully declined. I shall endeavour
to give ‘ more study to the nature and habits of the
bee and bee moth,” and hope to be able to manage
my own apiary, and correctly report the success or

failure of arvything that I have introduced to the
public. But Mr. T. bas tested ibe trap. Was it of
the same constraction as mine® Unless Mr. T. is
more careful in his experiments, be will not be a safe
guide in the untrodden patbs of apiarian science ;
for unless he can prove that there were no motbs in
the hive, cither in” the egg, grub, chrysalis or perfect
state at the time of introducing the trap, bis experi-
ment proves nothing. This, of course, lie cannot do.
In regard to invention of the * wire cloth bottom,” X
contend that the statement in my former letter is cor-
rect.  That Mr. Benoett patented a hive with the wire
cloth bottom, I am well aware. This hive {ell into
* disrepute” because of its being built upon the colo-
nizing systcm, a system at variance with the nature of
thebee,and notbhecause of the worthlesaness of the hot-

tom a8 Mr, T, represents, But we have not the whole

hstory of the wire cloth bottom in this hive. I have
learned of four or five siyles of bives, in which it ia
in use at the present time, two or three of which are
patenled. so that it has not fallen into ** disrepuie,”®
and of course has not been * revived.” Mr T.
thinks my quotation from Quinby does not favour
my trap. There is this difference. In tho case of
the Langstroth and People’s hive, th~ trap i3 insected
Ly the maker; in the other by tho s ce-keeper. le
7 nks that the = bee-keeper who wounld take the

ouble to save refuse comb, and lay it near tho hive,
would be the env out of fifly that would attend to
it Dut the beeskeeper who teads Tug Caxava Fane
NER, sl sends for o beehive, paying o dollar extra
to get o willer trap nttached would neglect it. To
mo, this leoks very unreasonable.  Mr. ', bringsy
an array of quolations against moth-proof hives,
quoted Quinby to suppori my position. Is then
Quinby at variance with himselt?  No : recommend-
ing o Miller trap, and denonncing n moth-proof bive,
are two very different tbings. 1ilo not, and never
did claim a moth-proof hive. What 1 do ciaim is an
cficient mitler trap.

In reference to comb guides, Mr. T. should have
Leen satisfled with the quotations I gave from disin-
terested partics, as I siatel » interested testimony
pro or con is not to b relied on.” Ae. T, Instunces
*sa propesly constructed hive—adapted to the nature
and habits of the bhee,” and says, that in such a hive
“combs will be buiit etrsight without the guides.”
Again Mr. (II) T. in my hearing at tho London fair
83id that “jt is the only hive upon the ground in
which combs would Le built straight.” Are thero
any * exceptions * made to their bnlding straight in
these statements?  In my remarks upon the - wedge
shaped top picee,” I should Lave written that it
was in use before e conceived the idea of getting up™
the Thomas® bive, instead of **a live.,” 1*“abandon-
@l it for two reasons :  1st. 1did not know at the
timme that Mr. T. was claiming that which the Jaw
does not allow him. 2nd. Further ybservations and
study led me to believo that a medinm sized guido
(top picce) was better, as there is room enough upon
cither side of the slope of Mr. T's. guide for the bees
to attach their combs, thus rendering them more Mablo
to build acrose. As to the necessity for the ¢ fre-
quent removal ** of the comb guides, Mr. T. should
Know that very little propolis is used by the bees in
the swarming scason and for 2gomne time thereafter,
there being, according to Quinby, “a hundred fold
more used in August than inJune.” Mr. T. incorrectly
represented me, 1u stating that Iwould not “think that
person compos mentis who wonld ventilate a beo
hive, fustead of providing it with a condenser.” I
bave never said a word aguinst the proper ventilation
of Lee bhives, but the contrary; and ‘belisve my
arrangements for ventilation are not excelled. But
1 do protest against that ventilation in winter which
allows a current of cold air to pass through the clus-
ter of bees, reducing the temperature, and retarding
the breeding.  The object of veatilating the hive, and
condensing the moisture, is to prevent the loss of
bees in wintering. I showed how this 1oss occurred,
and requested Mr, T.to * trace the analogy in the
case of the occupants of n sleeping apartment.”
This he failed to do. Dut he considers my “ remarks
laughable indeed.” “Philosoplical indeed !? Never-
theless, I ask, do not the mass of beesin a hive give off
exhalations”  Is it not then an exboling mass? But
Mr. T. confounds the “mass” swith the ¢ exhala-
tions.” ¢ Only think of a bec-keeper golng around
with a spoon to catch the exbaling mass (the stock of
beces) ag it drops from the hivel™ Y bave just found
sometling from the pen of Quinby bearing upon this
matter, to which I beg Mr. T's. attention.

“Jn cold wenther, bees throw of moisture that
lodges on the combs and sides of the bive, and canses
mould. The pa’ent vender is at band with several
specifics for getting rid of i*. Themost effectual that
Y bave secn—Mr, Iurlong’s—isa hive with cross bars
at the top to support the combs, and panes of glass
set up like the roof of a house, in which the moisture
condenses, and runs down into a trough of tin,
which couducts it outside tho hive. This hiveis much
more tolerable than the dividing hive, as this method
of disposing of the moisture is preferable to tho open
boles.” Wero i* not for the fact that the same resnlt
can be secured quite as effectually atfar less expense,
this hive might be desirable.” | Never having heard
of it before, 1 know not what extra expense the ar-
rangement entails.  Quinby sccures the *same
result’” by the use of a mat similar 1o the one I wake,
dispensing with the glass or metallic part of the
arrangement.  llis only objection is on the score of
expense. Mr. 1. considers the “idea of a condenser
in a hive, of all others tho mest unphilosophical and
ungonnd,” and condemns them for * creating a damp-
ness,” while Quinby considers a -+ condenser™ the
imest effectual “ natent arrangement that ho has seen

for getting rid ofit,”
A, N, HENRY.
Osuawa, 15th May, 1866, - '



