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The Colorado Potato Bectle,

Epiror Caxapa Faruer :—The Colorado potato-beetle
appears to be increasing very rapidly in this pat of the
country. About three wecks ago a strong southerly wind
brought myriads down the Owen Sound‘Bay. The beach at
Presqu'ile  was covered with them, but a week later Twas*
unable to find one there.

1t is uscless to think of evading their ravages by p'ant-
ing potatoes this year in a ditferent place from where they
were planted last year. In ploughing some fall wheat
stubble, this sprin ;, in a ficldawvhere potatoes were tever
planted before, and at some distance from where I have:
had potatoes these Iast  few years,
were noticed. 1 have never used Paris Green, as 1 prefer
walking between the drills with acan half full of waterov |
ashes in one hand, and a short stick m the other, and
knocking them off the potatoes into the ean, as they donot
adhere very firmly ; and if any fall on the greand they
should be picked up and threwn into the can.

They are not casily provoked to bite, but whe, they do,
a leaf of tobacco, moistented with water, anl lud on the
bitten part, is said to be effective m preventing any 1l
cffects. One of my neighbours has tolld me that he has often l
crushed them in his hand without experienc.nyg any
harm, but 1 think if there bad been any abrasionson
the skin of his hand, he would have smarted tor his
temerity.

1 was last year thinuing out seme carly ealilages
in my hotbed, and amongst them I found a Colorado-
beetle. s, As it presented a peculiar appearance, [
placed iton the palin of wy hand, and found the
appearance was caused by a number of small bectles
which left the old one and commenced runtimg
about my hand, which of course 1 closed and con-
signed the whole Lrould to the tite. Thus scews to
prove that they can produce heir young alive, and
may acconnt for their being so very numerous in the spring
before the early potatoes atford them a supply ef food, and
a convenient place of deposit for their egys,

They appear not to be so bad ont the Early Roce as on
the late potatoes and 1 prefer to plant the mly Rose, as
goon as the frost iy out of the ground, say about the 15th
May in this township, and if the season isfavourable they
will be fit for the table by the Ist July and dead ripe by
the first weer in August, when they niy be taken up, amd
the ground scewn with white globe tarmpe. Should thierc
be a shower or two about that time the tarnips will soun
be up, and even if not large enough fur wimter storage,
they wonld atford a good bite for the cattle m QOctober,
but in 2 very dry scason it is of Littde v . Lo sow turip.m
August, at least on a clay loam,

SiRawan,

The *“ smull beetles " noticed by our cotrespondent were
probably some of the numerous parasites which prey upon
the potato-beetle, and not younyg ones, a3 he supposedl.
This way of picking them is a good one, and can be still
further improved by the use of a folded newspaper to lut
with instead of a stick. A blow sutlic.ently hard {o dis.
Todge the vermin can be strack, but the vines can not
casily be hurt,
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How to Grow Turnips Cheaply —Hoeing -Remedy for
Turnip-£ly.

£ is somewhat late in the seasen to be talhiug of sHwimny
turnips, but the season has been of go exceptional a character
that many farmers will not have got i therr winte turnips
by the time this reaclies them—and the lateness wall vender
all the more valuable any hints b, which time and trouble
may be saved.

Tor root crops, the soil should be ploughed m the fall,
turning under as much good, rich, well-rotted manure as
can be spared, up to, say, twenty loads to the acre. In
the spring, after the rush of scading 1s over, pass a harrow
over the land intended for roots, and, «itar harrawing,
cross-plough it.  Many may be inclined to question thel
utility of harrowing before the spung-ploagling. Lo such;
objeetors we simply say, try it before you condemmat,,
Many of our most advanced farmers practise 1t, amd il
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that they are well repaisl for their trouble.  After plough. " sulphur, one bushel of fresh lime, and two bushels of dry

ing, havrow again,

road-serapings or road-dust.  Mix them well together, and

' . . )

The soil having been Mought to a tine condition, free, apply at night, cither by means ofa d“}‘. or strewed along
from lumps, moist and mellow, apply such artitivial ferti- ! the rows by hand. 1f the (ly continues tronblesome,
lizer as may be determined upon.  lHere, again, there isa ' repeat the process.

way of doing it cheaply, casily and efliciently.
fortilizer is applied in the dudl row along with the seed,
and nnmixed with the soil, it will be apt to burn up the

I the!
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Cool Water in the Field.

There 13 nothing new in the following method of keep-

gee !, and of apphied 1w the dnll row and mixed with the | ing water cool, for the principle is used by the Egyptians

sotl, a costly amount of lalme g requuned,  Therefore, we

say, sow your superphospate or other tertihzer broadeast !

and proceed mn the follow.ng mamnner to bring it within
reach of the young plants: Use a ridgmyg or double

momld-board plough, of the form of whieh the engraving’
some beetles { below will give anadia t theso who may not have used pyecisely in the same wa, thay the evaporation of per-

them.  The mould-beands of these ploughs ean be expanderd
to any deared width,
and run it so that the ndge formed by the one jomney of

at the presentilay, and, as may be seen by their inserip-
tinns, has beun used by thew for theasands of years, They
keep their water in unglaced vessels, through the pores of
which the water forees itself,  The evaporation of this
leakage en the outyide crvies off the heat from within,

spiration from the hume Lady enables it tostand a heat

Attach a marker to the plough, [ which would otherwise be fatl,

Ii the pal or large vo-ood contanmy the water be en-

the nnplement nearly but not quite reaches the ridge! veluped in elotl s that aie heps constantly wet, and be

forined on ity retarn journey, leaving a little depression ag
shownin the cut.  The fertilizer which has before been

sown brozndesst, 13 1y tlas process mixed with the earth
as thoronghly ag conld Lo deared, and isvollel into the

channed on the tpof the ndge,  Along this chanvel mun
the seed drll, which should be one of the modern pottern
fitted with a concave folovimg roller that will «lo-e the
dr} rew, and compoct the carth upon the eced,

It 1s & very cowrnon tiang to hear furmers say that
“Rootecrops are uneertan ia Canala,”™ or that ** Roots
do uot pay beeause they take so mach high-priced labor to
grow them.” There are some fauniers however, who
always suceeed in getting gowl reot-crops, and it wall be
found, upen movetigation, that these farmers are most
careful about the conmliiza of the sml—that they plough
and harrow, croszplongh aud havraw agam till they have
got their Innd into that condition of tineness of tilthin
whieh roots delight, and from which alone ean a erop be
expected with certamty,  And those farmers who object
t0 roots an account of the expense of the process of cultiva-
tion, will see that, by the mode we bave given above, the
expeise of production is reduced to a minimun.

1t 3s escontial to the cheap cultivation of roota that the
hocbe applic 1 to them immediately upen weeds hecowming
vistble, and lule they are shallow-ooted.  And here,
agam, there . & cheap, expelitious and etheient way of
getting through the work,  Seme faumers, wlale hocing,
will face down the row and cut on one sidz of two rldges.
It will he fornd & guicker and better plan to get a proper
turaip-hoe —~which has a Lroad bLut shallow blade, set on
almost ab right angles to the handle—and stand facing
across the rows, By deing so the hoe can be used both
Srom and (o the person, thus utilizing motions of which, in
facing along the row, half ave lost entirely.

Intins conncetion, we may as wcll givea preventive
against the depredations of the turnip-ly which is stated
to have suceceded admirably :=Take fourteen pounds ot

placed i the shade, the water wall be found to keep s
cvol az water for druking ought to he.  Each person on
drinkmg shoald empty wihat 13 left in the dipper or drink-
iaz cups upon the cloths, +o that they will be kept from
dryinr.  Water hept cood in this manner will be
mare grateful t the palate and less dangerous to
the ayctemtban feewaten

Tha Effect of Plaster

It is generolly e mceded, says the Rural New
Yorl.r, that Plaster fgypeum) produces ita best
offects on lawd that o0 lugh and dey ratker than
that wleh 13 wet and Jow.  Frelds wlich are
always wet from springs or tenacious subsoils

re rarely benetited much by the use of gypsam.  Bud
drain them theraughly and they respond to its wse as
fully as any vtheas  In yuua gone by we have frequently
heatd farmers say that plasta did Lttde good excepting on
andy sol. Thiz was bufore the era of under-draining,
when nove but sawly soils were dry enwugh for profitable
working, Of Iate years these farmers have learned that
heavy uplands or luwlanls, if made dry enough, need
plaster for dover, and after that for otaer crops. The
effect of clover roots i penetrating the subsonl is to leave
it porous and fiiable. often partially superseding the
necessity for underdraining.  Hense we tind that farmers
who grow clover largely are most strenuous in advoeating
the use of gypsum.  Llns 1x commonly explained by saying
that this fertilizer 15 specially adapted to clover; but the
effect extends beyend the first erop,  Corn or other crops
on clover oy are much more benefited by plaster than . ®
tuuthy or blue grasssod.  And herein is one important
advantage in growing clover rather than other grasses.
The roots of clover decay rapidly and give off large guan-
titics of ammonin, whele titetly sod contains less nitre-
genous matter and decays more slowly, yielling ammonia
very gradually,  With blue grass the ¢ase is still worse,
and unless well twrned winler and kept under,,much of its
sod will searcely decay approvably during the first summer,
The fertadizing cloments i vdover are thus immediately
available, and the fanadr whe grews 1t experiences the
advantages of the nimble sapence wver the slow shilling,
In fact, the advantage is ¢ren greater, for clover iircontrasy
with other grasses is 1ather the nanble shilling . s oppesed
to the sluw siapence.

The nse of gypan on deeayng clover 13 totix the
ammonia, changing the sulphate of lune ta o sulphate of
ammonia, amanure wath twenty-five to thirty cents per
1, Itis easily seen that buymy gipsum at tive dollars
per ton and getting from it a wanure werth two hundied
times that price onght to be a paymg operation. That
veteran farmer John Johnston was fully justified in saying
that rather than do witheut plaster ke wounld pay forty



