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Brecder and Grazier,

Singular Death of Short-Horns.

I have been requested to writo a short report of the
sudden and mysterions death of twenty-five head of
cattle, mostly thuroughbreds, from the herd of Mr.
A. K. Riggin, of Menard Co., IH.

There were in the herd about 130 head, cows with
calf, and yearhng stecrs and heifers, The inclosure
m whieh they were kept contains about 400 acres, all
of which 13 blue grass pasture, except 40 acres of
stalks from wlueh the corn had been gathered some
ten days prior to the death of the cattle.

On Thursday evening the cattle were seen and ap-
peared m as good condition as any herd in the State,
They were not noticed again, partienlarly, until
Saturday marming, a period of about thirty-six hours,
when one fine yearhing steer was notieed pawing and
hormng the earth, fonmmg at the mouth, and instantly
fell 5 after a day of brief convulsions it died, It
was then diseovered that twenty-four more were
dead in the tield ; all except four or five were in the
40 acres of stalks; the rest were only a few rods
from the fence which separated the pasture from the
stalks. The rest of the herd~over one hundred—
appear in as gaod condition now as ever.  No symp-
toms of disease of any kind among them.

On Sabbath, at the request of Mr. Riggin, I made
a few post morton examinations, The viscera all
appeared normal, no sigus of inflammation or conges-
tion in any of them except the small glands situated
in the membranes of the small intestines.  These
glands are known mn the human anatomy as Peyer's
patches or glands.  These were found in an uleerated
condition, contaimng pus.  They presented, in the
inflated ntestines, very much the appearance of
small black seed, adhering to the mucous mem-
brane The contents of the stomach and intestines
were what we wonld expect in cattle kept as these
were. I amanclined to thank that the contents of the
many-folll, or fourth stomach, were drier than when
in the noriral eondition, but am not familiar enouwh
with the healthy comdition to be authority on this
pomnt.

Tam of the opmion, taking cverything into con-
sideration, that the cattle weve poisoned with Saryck-
nie 1 form this opinion, however, without knowing
whether there is, orhas ever heen, any disease
prevailing mmeng cattle which destroys so rapidly,
apprars so mstduously and dwsappears so suddenly.

The stockmen in this community arve alarmed, and
want all the information they can get in regard to
the matter, and any information the readers of 7%e
Prawric Farmer may be able to give wall be appreei-

ated,
Petersburg, 111 H. A HARRIS, M. D.

Short-horn Breeders of Indiana,

The Short-horn cattle breeders of Indiana met at
Indianapolis, Nov. 11, about thirty being present,
Dr. A, C. Stevenson, of Greencastle, President of
the Socicty, was in the chair. The annunal address
of the President was devoted to the cattle business
and interests of the state. 1e said the sales of
Short-hoin cattle in the past two yecars had far
exceeded the expectations of the most sanguine, and
the supply is stall below the demand.  The prospects
for the future are as bright as any one dould wish
The Doctor recommends separate organizations of
Shott-horn breeders for self improvement and protee-
tion. The aunual fee of membership was fixed at
$2 instead of 81, The subject of holding annual stock
salesat Indianapoliswas widely discussed, but nothing
delimte was done, The Association discussed the
subject of estabhishing a new grade of books under
the supervison of a committece appointed by the
breecers, and the project was quite favorably received.
Dr. Stevenson then read an able paper on the science
of breeding, a subject which may be termed his
hobby. and to which he has given much thought.
The clection of ofheers for 1875 resulted as follows :
Yresident, Dr. A. C. Stevenson; Vice-President,
Chas. Jawder; Sceretary, Claude Matthews; Treas-
urer, S. F. lackridge ; Exceutive Comuittee, Dr.
Beis, W, W, Thrasher, and H. Cravens,

The Short-horn cattle Lreeders' convention met
again on thefollowing day. W, W, Thrasher read a
paper upon the handlin qualitics of Short-horns,
taking the ground that whites and roans are the best
handlers, the reds bemg the poorest, A good handler
is one which is mellow, soft, and clastic to the touch,
and makes fino beel.  Animals with long, coarse hair

are the best handlers. The convention agreed with
him in his definitions, but it was also asserted that
the yellow reds are good handlers. The following
subjects for discussion at the next meeting wese
adopted : *“The value of Short-horn bully, and what
are the characteristics of a breeding bull ;" paper by
Charles Lawder.  ““'The color of Shoit-horny,
thsiologically and Philosophicnlly considered,” Dr,
V. C. Bice. ‘“Indiana as a grazng state,” S. I
Lockridge. ‘“What constitutes a good aud perfect
Short-horn cow,” W. W, Thrasher. ** Preparation
of Short-horns for exhibition, and manner of showing
in rings,” J. G. Williamson. “¢‘The proper age ot
breeding, both male and female,” 11 C. Meredith,

Struoture of a Cow’s Horn.

It is very frequently the case that in the common-
cat, mosat uninviting of objects, we may see (if we like)
beautiful examples of engineering skill, A few days
since, says Mr Frank Buckland in Land and Water,
I was inspecting the large tanncries of the Messrs.

Hamlyn at Buckfastleigh, on the River Dait, Devon-
shire.” In onc of the Lack yards was a mountain of
the skulls and horns of cows of all sorts and hinds,
Hore there wasa treasure worthy of investigation;
50 I got on to the mountain of horns and skulls, and

icked out some beautiful specunens which Mr.

famlyn kindly gave me, in order to make sections,
cte. I find that over the brain of the cow a strong
roof of bone is thrown'in the shape of an arch, so as
to form a subatantial foundation tor the horns. "Chis
roof is not solid, but is agnin strengthened below by
a series of hony arches, that ave so distributed as to
form a series of hellow cbambers, thus forming a
structure uniting strength with lightness.

The problem now is, how to fasten the horn on
each side on to this buttress. The horn itself must
of course be formed of horn proper, 1.c., handcned
hair In the rhinoceres, we find a horu evinposed
entirely of a solid mass of what is really a bunch of
har agglutinated together; but this kind of horn
would have been much too heavy for the cow’s con-
venient use,  What is to be done? Why, hollow out |
the centre of the horn of course ; but stay—this will
not do, because how is the horn to be supplied with
blood-vessels?—in fact, how 151t to grow? Let us
see how it is done by the great Designer.

Cut the horn right across with a saw, and yon will
find inside another horn, only made of bone. 1f the
section is made about one-thurd of the way down the
length of the horn, you will be able to jck out a
picce of boue in the shape of a cone, on” which, or
rather round which, the horn proper has shaped 1t-
self  This bone fits the cavity with the greatest ac-
curacy ; it 18 as light as the thinnest paper, and yet
as strong as o cone of tin. 1t is everywhere perfor-
ated with holes, which 1n life contamed the nerves,
the veins and arteries, and we know a cow has all
these in her horns; nerves proved by the fact that
cows do not like their horns touched, and that they
can scratch a fly off their hides with the tip of the
horn ; arteries and veing, proved by the fact that a
horn when broken will bleed, and that the horn of a
living cow feels quite warm when held in the hand,
besides which the nerves and arteries form a union
between the internal core of bone and the external
covering of horn proper.

If we now cut the rest of the horn into scctions we
shall find that the inside of the hany part is 1eally
hollow, but that very strong buttresses of bone are
thrown, about every inch or so, across the cavity of
the horn in such a manner as to gmveat the greatest
rossible support and strength. 1 have cuta cow’s
jorn and skull into several scetions to show these
buttresses of bone, and now that the preparation is
fimshed 1 have another specimen to show that there
is design and beauty in all created objects.

Ths Qoupling Season.
In handling a flock of over 1,000 breeding cwes,
for a series of yeass, the following course has been

ursued, and is here given for the purpose of having
1t criticised by thosec who may have somcthing better
topropose. .

'or several weeks before the season for coupling,
corn, in proportion of one bushel to each 100 cwes,
was fed each day, after they had caten all the grass
they wanted, November Ist the tlock was taken to
the barn, and about fifty driven into a pen.  Among
these were turned two or three common rams, securly
aproned, and as the ewes in scason were found, they
were immediatcly caught and transferred to an ad-
joining pen. When the flock had thus been handled

through, or sufficiently to secure as many ewes as it

was desired to breed for one day—which should not
be more than five orsix for cach vam—they were
turned to pasture,

The ewces in season thus being together, reference
could be had to the propriety of crossing certain
rams. A single ewe was then caught and placed in
a small pen, and the ram turned in with her.  As
soon as served, the ewe was marked and turned out
in a pasture in which were allowed none but ewes
that had been bred.  Where six or eight rams were
used, by the time that each had served a ewe the
first one was agam ready for service—thus enabling
the shepherd to turn out tharty to tifty ewes before
noon. The same course was pursued every morning,
until all, or nearly all the ewes had been bred.

Lixperience has demonstrated that a larger number
of lambs can be obtained from a flack thus handled
than from any other system—while the advantage
aflorded for selecting the most judicious crosses,
would recommend 1t even if a smaller number of
lambs was the result.  An additional advantage was
found in the fact that by this system a choice ram
could he made to serve four or five times as ma
ewes as he could if ““ turned in” with them, and this
with less physical exhaustion,

Where really choice animals are used—and only
stich should be—any other policy is worse than ex-
travagant, as not only the money paid for such ani-
mals 13 misspent, but the gamn that might otherwise
result from it placed beyond the reach of the flock
master.— Natwnal Live Stock Journal,

Feeding Cows Turnips,

The question is asked, “Does it pay to feed
tumps to e ,ws 2" Yes. Feed them to dry cows,
but not to them while m milk, In winter the cow
gets only dry feed~hay, corn, fodderand straw. It
may be some feed meal and bran in small quantity.
This 13 a great change from grass, therefore I think
the ow shieuld have something to keop the bowels
loose, and turnips willr 1t only do that, but will keep
the animal m good health. 1 do not know thate
there 1s so much food m the turuip, so as tosave hay
or other fuodder, but there 13 something in them that
seems 1o heep the cow n fine conditton, and if any
one will feed his cows a few messes and look on and.
sce them eat, certainly 1 think he will say, ‘¢ Yes,
turps are good food tor cows.” I amonly speaking
of dry cows in winter.

Any farmer who grous three to five acres of corn:
may have three to five hundred bushels of flat or’
field turnips to feed if he will take the trouble to
save the sced. If any one wishes to try it next
season and will follow the direetions here given, I
will gnarantee them a full crop every time :

Get good seed. Sow half a pound per acre in
among the corn any time in July when working the
corn the last tune ; be sure and put the sced down
broadeast before you plough or cuitivate the corn,
s0 as to work the sced into the ground ; no matter it
youare marking with the plough you will not get
them in too deep.  The sced will come up sure. For
the good of your corn and turnips, keep the weeds
down. —Cor. Rural New Yorker.

The Fallacy of Pasturing.

A Plea for Soiling.

A great many farmers who do not believe in soil-
ing ‘“because it is too much trouble” will be aston-
ished when they recall the record of the year and
see what they have been doing, Nearly every farmer
has practiced soilin% to a greater or less extent.
Many, without intending it or being prepared for it,
have had to feed their cattle one, two, three or more
months durmg the growing season. Hundreds of
farmers allotted the usual amount of ground for
pasture, generally one or two acres per head of
horned stack, but scarcity of fced compclled them to
begin pasturing early ; the dry, cold weather of May
put the grass back ; the cattle kci)t everything eaten
close, and lucky were they who had a picce of early
clover intended for meadow, from whicg they could
cut an armful of grass daily for cach cow, to cke oitt
the pasture. This looks very much like soiling ; but
never mind, we won't call it that, aud then nobody
will be frightened.

After haying and havvesting there was a teinporary.
improvement. - For two wecks cattle filled theme
sclves tolerably well on the upspringing rowen or
tender clover, It was costly tced. The farmer
nmight more economically have invited lus cows and
sheep into the kitchen and given them ¢table
board.” Meadows caten baro and left unprotected
for winter—the precious clover, the seed of which
costs aix dollars a bushol, quawed to the Touts ; these



