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DISEASES OF THE HORSE'S FOOT.

Pricklng in Shocelng.

This myury is of frequent ocenrrence, sometimes
the result of carclessness, although it is an accident
which may eccur with the most careful of shoers. In
somo cascs the nail ‘may not actually penetrate the
sensitrve parts, but it is in such close proximity that
when the horse s used, it presses upon the quick,
'mmediately setting up irritation, and if the exciting
zause 18 not speedily removed, the suffering is very
great.

Symptoms. —Soun after being shod the animal is
noticed to bo lame, which gradually [nereascs, the
foot 15 hot, by removing the shee. and tapping the
foot_with a hammer, or witk the aid of the pincers,
the seat of tho injury can at once be detected. If
suppuration has taken place, it will be necessary to
uso the drawing-knife freely, and allow the matter to
escape ; then ponltice the foot, and treat gencrally
as recommended for puncture.

Canker.

This is a diseasc of the foot of an inveierate
character, and consists in o fungus growth estending
over tho whole or part of the sole and frog The
causes of this troublesome complaint arc injuries, or
neglected or improperly treated cases of thrush; or it
1nay supervenoc upon & virulent attack of grease. The
primary exciting cause may be due to the injurious
cffcets of the wet and filth in which somo horses
have to stand.

Symptoms.—The foot is unnaturally hot and tender,
and the frogis very soft and spongy, giving off a
copious secretion of offensive matter. The sole soon

hecomes discased, followed by a separation of the
liorny and sensitive sole. The fungus continues to
rrow quickly, and is very vascular, hleeding freely f
an wcision 13 made into its substance.

The treatment of canker generally proves very
tedious, and in commencing, it1s necessary toremove
carcfully all detached horn, and afterwards use
astringents nn(i caustics freely. In all severo and
abstinate cases the most potent remedy is nitricacid,
which must be carefully npxglicd over the fungus, and
then cover with a pledget of tar and tow, firmly kept
in its place by pressure of some kind.

1t is necessary to exercisc great patience and per-
severance in treating this disease, and it is found
beneticial m mapy cases to oceasionally change the
dressing, using sulphale of copper, chloride of anti-
mony, or nitrate of silver. In all severe cases the
fungus grows with astonishing rapidit%-.

Canker will in some instances prove incurable, and
when the more internal structurcs, as tho bones and
higaments aro implicated in diseaso, themost humane
recourso ia to destroy tlic animal.

8and Crack, or Quarter Crack

Sand crack is a flssure extending through the wall
in a parallel dircction to its fibres, and has heen so
named, sand-crack, from its being o often met with
in hot sandy countries ; the extreme heatand dryness
rendering the fect brittleand predisposed to crack.
Sand-crack occurs oftener to tho forc than to the
hind feet, and is usually situatod towards the in-
pide hecl, and is commonly called Quarter-crack ; but
thecrack may appear in tho foro part of the wall pro.
ducing great irritation and suffering.

Thin and brittle fcet are predisposed to this disease;
but hanl work and dry weather are great exeitants,
and 1t also proceeds from the cffects of external in-
juries as treads or brutses, and a very common predis-
posing cause is allowing horses to stand for days m
the atable, without giving regalar exercise, the hoof
beeomes brittle, and casily broken down.

Sand-crack often appears very suddenly ; the horse
i3 observed t2 go slightly Jame, and o close examina.
tion will reveal a small crack, just between the hair
and the hoof frum which blood oozes. If tho animal
18 kept at work, the crack soon extends, and the di-
vided cdges rubagainst cach other, creating irritation

of tho scnsitive parts, causing inflammation which
often terminates in the suppurative process, produc-
ing very great pain and lameness.

The treatment of Sand.crack is necessarily tedious,
as the divided edges do ot reunite, but the growth
must proceed from above.  In many instances, how-
ever, tho disease may be successfully treated, and the
patient kent at moderate work. I{the irritation is
severe, a3 Jn cages where suppuration has ecenrred,
the horse nrst have rest, and the edges of the crack

thinned carefully, and the foet afterwards poulticed
until all pamn and tendernessisremoved ; and toprevent
the dn n}cd cdges writating tie scusitive parts, the
hoof may be hound tightly with a small cord or strap,

© o clasp applied, and it 3s generally advisable to use
the firing-ivon lightly both at the upper and lower
extremty ot thoerack, The growth of homnls greatly
stimulated and assisted by the auplication of a blister
amd .0 the most of cased very great benefit is derived
from the use o a properly fitting bLar-shoe, givin
frog prevsure, and taking Lthe weight off the wcaienc
quarier. It tahes several wonths before a crack
completely greavs out.

Treads and Overreaches.

Caulks, &e., aro common injuries to the foot, es-
pecially during the winter, when horses are shod with
Ingh and sharp heels. Very often these injuries
seem of a trivial character, but if neglected the con-
sequences are ofton serions.  Inthe treatment of such
cascs, the parts should Le thoroughly aud carcfully
cleansed with tepid water, and ifany hair is forced
into the wound 1. must be removed with the forceps.
The shoe should be removed, anda pledget of tow
saturated with tineture of henzine or carbolic lution
apphied to the woeund. When suppuration oceurs,
which may be casily known by the increased pain
and lameness, it will then be necessary to use the
the kmie freely, and cut through the wall at the
under part of the wound to allow the pus to cscape,

after which immerse the foo in warm water for half
an hour, and afterwards apply & small poultice to the
wound. 1f the pain is very severe, i6 may be advis.
able to use an anodyne lotion, and when proud flesh
springs up, astningents and mild caustics must be
apphed. ~lIrritant dressings and caustics, however,
should not he applied in the ecarlv stage, as very
great harm is gometimes done by the incantious use
of these govere dressings in the treatinent of Treade«,

Tumours on the Face of Cattle.

We have lately been consulted about a diecaze in
well bred cattle, which appears aga tumour upon
the face, and is of a malignant character. The
disease in question hias been $ermed Osteo saccuma
spene ventosa, and flco plactic degencratien of
bone, and is by no means uncommon amongst the
cattle of Brntamn and on the centinent of Europe.
The parts prinapally affected are the upper and
lower jaw, and it first appears as a small areum-
seribesl swelling, which gradually extends and in.
volves the bones, prolucinga large hony tumour,
which is divided into several cavities containing
acrid matter, the bones in the face,in some instances,
becoming carious, and cven the tecth are affected.
In some cases 1t1s a consderable time beforo the
animal appears to experience any great inconvenience
from the tumonr, and will remain in good condition.
VWhen, however, a discharge of matter takes place,
there is gradual loss of condition.

As o the causes of this complant, itas gencrally
supposed to result from some intrinsic influence,

rather than direct injury to the part, and possibly, in
s0mo cases, 1t is the result of too closo in breeding,
whilst an others it is duc to o scrofulous diathesis,
and therefore woe have no hesitation in_stating that
1t 138 somewhas uasafe to breed from animals atfected
with this discase ; and without tho animal affccted
is an extremely Valuable one, we would recommend
it to be fed for the fat market.

In certan cases, mercurial applications may
retard the growth of tho tumour for some.time, and
rchef may decasionally be given by removing the
growth with the kmfe, but tho success of cither
method of treatment, willaltogether depend upon the
cxtent and intensity of the disease.

Accumulation ic Horges' Stomachs.

Mr. J. Begg, manager of the Sprizgbank Chemical
Works, writes to tho Glasgow Jlvald tosay that the
following materials wero found in tho stomach and
intestines of a horse, the carcass of which was sent
to the works. Broken naily, 629 ; nails 14 to Sinches
leng, 50; ditto, 1 to 1} 144; sprmyg nals, 1 inch,
131; 7 inch tacks, 138; [serew nails, (6; whole and
3 broken,) 9; rivets, 2; broken gas Luwner, 1; shoo
tachets, 15, broken picees of metal, 129; nail heads,
sorts, 102, small washers, 5, butiens, (4 whole and
4 broken, ) §, pneces of Icad, zine and round shot, 75 ,
small preces of wire, 121; ping, 33, ditto broken, 4
needle, 15 dutto broken, 20; small broken pieces of
wiroe ridles, §89; glovo cateh, 1; boot cyelets, 7 ;
hook-and-eye, 1, small wire staple, 1; small bLrass
ring, 1; odd bits of metal, 8 ,—~mall, 3.!625 articles,
weighwg 3. 2loz; and of gravel and sand, 6ibe.
130z,

Mud Fover.

During the pt 170 or three weeks o great many
‘horses have been attacked with a diseaso of the skin
of tho legs, helly, &ec., the hair falling off in patches.

Itis an acuto form of erytherna, consisting in in-
flammation of the outer layer of the true skin, and
has bezn broughié about by the cold wet weather wo
have lately experienced.  In some parts of Britaln,
this dis ca: ¢ 18 known as mud fever, and we think the
same name would be very applicablo in the present
case, as the streets of this aity havehad a very severe
attack of the fever for sometime past.

Erythema procceds from various causes, but n ths
present case the great cxciting cause has been the
wrritating cfects of wet and mud, and cold and heat
operating on the skin.  In some cases it has been
exated by washing the legs with cold water, and not
drying them thoronghly.

The aymptoms of this complaint are a sudden
swelling f the logs. The horse is very stiff and
sore, and the legs are hot and painful. In a few
days & scrous discharge begins to exude through tho
haiv, cspecially in the reglons of the fetlock, knes
and hock, aud the hair soon comes off in considerable
patches,  In somc cases there is considerable consti-
tutional fever, shown by the staring coat, and
quickened pulse.  When the cxciting cause is kept
up, gevere cracks appear about tho heels, and the
swelling of the limbs increases to such an extent that
the horse can scarcely move. In other caees the
sk between the fore Iegs and along the under sur-
face of the belly issevercly affected.

In the treatment of this complaint the harseshould
have rest for a few days, then give a mild laxative,
and dresstae limbs with some mild astringent lotion
or ointwent.

The dizease may be prevented to a certein extent
by careful and yudicious usage.

Hot Water for Founder.

1 kad a horse that was very badly foundered with
grain.  He could not stand for several days, and was
swung with a tackle. I thought his case hopeless,
and considered Iiim not worth a doﬁnr, but concluded
to do what I conld for his rclief. In the first place, I
})l'nysickcd him; then I took a tight, strong box, got

iis fect into it, and poured boiling water into it as
Ingh as the har of his fect, and in 10 or 15 minutes
howas able to stand un his four legs without the
asyistance of tackle. I kept up this treatment for
thurty -six hours, when he was able to go about and
helphumscdf.  In a fow days X had shoes puton, and
n fess than a fortmght he was able to work aswell
as cver.—Cor. N, Y, Tribune,

Fur seratches in horses take white pine piteh, rosin,
beeswax and honey, onc ounce cach ; fresh lard, onc-
half pound ; melt well together over a slow fire, stir
till quite thick, o that the parts may uot settlc and
scparate. This also makes an application for hamers
%13 ls, cuts and sorcs of all kinds, on horses and cas-
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