
EPITOME OP TiiB HIsTORY OF ENGLAND.* laie, Ethelbeit founded the great church of St. Pa-il racter of its days of old. The leformation of the
By Rev. Dr. Jacob, Fredericton, N. B. in L ondon to be their, bishlop's cathiedral ; the same national religion by the happy agreement of the civil

In t'ie frth ypar of bis succes,4ioin ta the Papal Mellitus hauving the satisfaction but a few years after and eccleiastical authorities, and its fin»I set Ilement

seit (seys the yearned and pio s Nothinrian ouk; of con-ecrhting St. Peter' church and abbey at West-on a basis of faith ad order, with an unrestî ained
eiat (ses th ie earne anous rd ) N thubrian Mok. minster, founded by the piety and zeal of his moretliberty of conscience and of worship ; the consuIida.-

te9 immediate sovereign Sehert. Justus also hadl hs ca-tion of the Constitution by the Bill of Rights, and,inonialhed by divine instinct, senttAuustine, ivhornlPbeano s d d ivme ste etAugustin, whom thedral f>unded at loche!ter ; and this, as well as!other measures for the securit of personal freedorm
e er elis Mone, Egih n c- St. Paul's was eudowed by Ethelbert with fair rèes.and the equal protection of t e laws; the peaceful

companied by opreach to then sessions. union of the sister kingdoms of Scotland and Irelanid,
the Gospel. The Abbot (for suc wasAuguîstine ap- Thus, according to the most authentic tetimony productive as it is (notwithstanding peculiar ditfcul,
pointedi overf the ret,) and bis asociates arrived sate- was the Churcirh of England happily established on the ties in the condition of the latter, whicli time and
ly at the isle of Thanet, in number about lorty, he moulderimg ruins of its British predecessor. So ho- patience alone can disemîbarrass,) of mutual strength
aides somte of tie French nation whom they brouight norable to ail the parties concerned, so perfectly a- and prosperity ; the display of British spirit and en-
with them as interpreters. Ethelbert, the baxon king greeable te reason and nature, was the origin of that ergy at borne and abroad, by land and hy sea ; the
of Kent, to whom Augustine sent a new andt won- religious establishment ; which, patronized by suc- diligent cultivation of ail the resources of the nbticns
drous message, statig that he had come from Rome to cessixe dynasties, cordially embraced by Saxons, and the undaunted defence of its indppenden<e against
proffer heaven and eternal happiness by the know- Dan-es and Normans, justly receiving temporal sup-,the most fearful and deadly hostilities ; the w-onder.
ledge of another Gode ihnthe Sa ons knew, directed port in grateful return for the spiritual good which fu extension of the British name and influence [y ce-

it was f>und to communicate, and inproving in know- lonies and commerce, portending 1 know not uhat
nished with necessaries, while he >hould consult on ledge, purity and utility, with the progresi of the na- kind of empire over tpe remoest regins of the globe;
what was fit t abe done. After soie days coming. tional mind, survives the changes of more than twelve and the axious desire and perseverig endeavours of
lumself into the island, Ethelbert selected a place of hunîdred years, and bas now its bishops and cathe- our countrymen ta communicate te " alithe families
conference under the open sky. They on the other drals on the banks of the St. Lawrence and the Gan- of the earth" their own blessings--equal liberties and
aide, when invited ta bis presence, advancing for theire Ues. rîfite impartial laws, the comforts and enjoymetnîs
standard a silver cross and a graphic representationIlBut to theSaxons our country is indebted for other wicli are the fruits of knosledge and virtue in this
of our Saviour, came slowly forward, sisging solemn great and la-ting benefits. The free institutions lO life, and the animating and consoling hopes of a betu r
litanies ; 'titi sittig down at the kiug's desire, they wich they had been accustomed in their native milds, through our Lord arnd Saviour Jesus Christ :-th(se
preached t inm, ani ail in that assembly, the tidgs thpir Synotlhs and Wiitenagenotes, or conf'rences of are, ail and every one, so many consequences et God's

f nar ed atntiely, the vise nun, were the original source of our English ancient providence over the distingnished nation te
king thus replied Fair indeed and ample are the Parlianents. The same Ethelbert, who first estab.. which it is our high privilege te belong-so mar'y evi-
promises you bring, and such things as presenit theîhshied Christianity among them, is recorded go have dences and

appearance of much good; yt, since they are new and given laws and statues, after the example of Roman in the days of our father s, in the times of old."
incertaigo canot hastily give my assent, quitting Emierors, written with the advice of his sagest coun- What then remains, but that the inheritors of such

engiish, n whave for so many years retairied.tha h eillrs, and in the English tongu. These law,. im-1recol>ections should adore mith gateful devotion the

Eeles, Ihecause eu ave strangers, ant have Neer- proved by lia, enlarged by Alfred, and collected ito God of their fathere, and call upon their souls ta fuil-
theen, bese longyaoue ae trangrs ads he unader' asystematic code by Edward the Confessor, form in6l lthe duties of the station in whicb his providence
taken so long a jouirney, t impart toa uthe know'their substance the Common Law of England. on bthkh bas been pleased ptplace them ? Reflectiv on those
Ledge othags, i a p d be'ieve t ailal our subsequent legislation is fouînded. Literature who have been befure us-the Briton, the Roman,he hue truest and best, you may' be assured we wt aiso found its be-t patrons among the Angle-Saxon the Saxon, Dane and Norman, the wise and greatbat repay you with any molestation, but rather pro- kiungs. To them England owes her Erst echools foriand good of those successive races blended into one
'ide you the most friensdly entertainment in our pow- liberal education ; Sigebert, king of the East Angles,,nation,-" what manner of persona ought we to be!"
or . nor do we foibid you, whomsoever you can by Laving laid the foundation of the University of Cam- Our care it should unqiestionably be, te derive ail
preaching, te gain ta your belief." He accordingly bridge ; while Oxford justlv glories in ber founder-'the benefit which the example of oui predecessors is

bssigned them a residence in Canterbury, Lis chief c truly learned, wise, pious, brave and good-tbe calculated te afford ; to shun the vices which we may
ty ; and made provision f r their maine w ier 1rtle iaromparable and-almost perfect Alfred. find occasion to deplore, and imitaie the virtues fur
free permision to preach their doctrine wherever they The Danish invasions and the Norman conquest, which posterity hoids them in honon. And here we
thought propVer. By which, and by the example ofwere little more than the predominance of active and cannot hesitate : because Qur reason, w'hrnt looks
their loiy I fe, a.life spent i prayer,. fasting, andvaliant divisions of the same peuple, over those who at characters from a distance, adopts the same gener-
eontijnnal labour in the conveusiiin of souk, they gain-had become comparatively dis-oh.te and enfeebled. al standard of morais. Can we doubt that the men,
ed many ; on whose bounty and that of the kng, The former had at least the good effect of producing whd have in any bge most contributed to the w elfare
receiving what was ecessary only, they sub-isted. a national union and reformation, witb ail the benefts ofour country, were the most devout, the mnost faith-
'fhere stood vithout the city an ancient Church, buit which England derived from the government of Alfred. ut, the mo-t jut and benevolent ;. and that, as far
in honor of St. Martin while the Romans remained in The latter, miserable as was the oppression under which as any have failed in such qualities, th-y have failed

e country ; in which Bertha the queen (for she, we our Saxon forefathers groanpd for a time, added what ta contribute to their country's gocod .
are informed, being the French king's daughtr, had was wantiug of solidity, diguity and grace te the Eng- But a review of the blitory of England cenveye
been a Chri4ian before ber marriage,) usuially' wen' lish Con-titution. Te the noble Barons, whom the more peculiar instruction.* Nut without a divine prc-
out te pray. lere also the Roman missionaries be- Norman princes called andi reated as their Peers, we vidence "lhave we heurd (il) with our ears, and our
taa ta preach, baptize and openly perform divine are indebted for the Great Charter, by which the fathers have told us." In other m ords, the dituvguish-
»orship. But wben the king himself, conviunced by righ's and liberties of Englishmen nere consecrated ing and proper character of a peuple is dérived irom
their good life and miracles (says the ancient historianu) for all succeeding ages. To the wise policy of those hereditary associations. tius turl. thretore, it is-
became a Chri-ti4n and was baptized, which 1:appen- princes themselves we must attribute the privileges riglt, it is agreeable ta the mind and will ofGod, that
ed within a year of their arrival, then multitudes daily, of our shires, ciiies and boroughs, from hich result- n Englishman should fel an especial intere t in
conforming te the example of their prince, thought it ed in course of time the ouse oflthe Commos of Eng- things for which his country las been remarkable.
ab honor to be reckoned among those of bis faith;- land. To them, and the spirit of princely magnificence And, among many other, things, which are thus isa.
ben thousand, we are told, were baptized m the sin which they diffused, are due the castiles, tomwers and ciated Aith our nature, I conreive it impossible nrt
C'e year 599. Te whom Ethelbert indeed principal- palaces, the cathedra!s and parochial churches; where te feel, that a Ki:g 4ithe Vicar of Christ'-as Ouir
Il showed his favo, but compelLed none ; for un, the strength and benauty, majesty and elegance, are stili princes of eveiy race were designmated from the e.SAxon divine assures us, bad be been taught by them seen combined in admirable barmony. From them tablishment of Christiaiiy t. the Norman cenquet,.
Who were both the intructors and authors of lis faith, nriginated that extraordinary union of valour with hu- for which " Defender of the Faith" and "Suprerm
that the Christian religion muet be voluntarily em- manity, which mitigated the horrors of wur, ahile it Heal of the Chirch of England" havenot unaptivbecn
4ced, not professed by compulsion. At length Au- raised the English heio te an unexampled height of ubstituted since the Refornation ; a natim Churchhtsie ein« advued te the dignut>' of Airchbi.lop . lar>'.Cftt ngeu redv ed fo th ili ofis oP glory. under Episcopal governmnut-%kh has existed in thé

fth , recovered from itsruine and profane egreatand happy effects prodseed by these istand for upwards of fifteen centuries, even as longa Christian church a Canterbury', buif cf ohi and such tike means, it is not necessary ta speuak at as Christianity itself; and * Parliament-eumprising,.
by thei romans, which he dediated by the name t rlength. Not only have " we heard wich our ears, mad te use the language of Ina in the finrt enactment of

rist's Church ; and adjog it h e founded a seat our fathers have told us," but the whoke world i lis reign, o the advice and consent of a tfie Aishop sand
or himself and his successors : a monstery also on welt aware, what Englishmen have been in fields of Chiefs, and the wise men aud Veople of the whole kin -t he east side of the city, where Ethelbert at Wi"o- battle aned in courts of justice ; in public council and dom;"-are our Eecnhar leritage. Other i4istitutions.

atigatioo built St. Peter's, and enriched it with great under the domestie roof; in the varinus pur.uits of may have been etter adapted to oth, r natiouis ; n e
endowmenits, te be a place of burial as wetk for the industry, art and scienoe ; in the noble saveculatins may even admit, as the judicious and candid Hook-rcIhb!shiops. as the kings of Kenit.. The number of of a sublime philosophy, anvd the noibe aspirations of er did m ith Puspect to the reconstruiction of the Chur chbristians began now to increase so fast,. that Atigus- a boly faith ; and in all the virtues wshich bless and of Geneva, that social arrangerment on a very dif-itne, ordainin'g twio of lis assistats, Mellitus and J adorn a peopte. ferenît plan may have been the "· isesi devices, ir

11, as subardinate bishope, sent them out te the work in ths latter days thbe effecta are mast extensively wse duil'y consider what thue prêsent sIale" of ano ber
of their miu'stry. Ani Mellus by' preachiig coR. seen.and feit. Defeetu and errors there are and wil eountry might "<requitre." list ear duty> and our-
~erted the east Saxons,. over whom Sebert, the ne- be inals4 which betongu te man.. But, undêer <le con- h pp;ness it-.urely is, to alhere, with alt <he v~ne-

Þhbew cf Etheibert, b>' that powerfut monerarch'u pur. tinued bles.ing of that beuign Providence whuich wie namion and attahuienti awhich long prescription inspirs
Itission then reigned i. whose eeniveraion to rongrattu' are bound moest devoutly' to acknowledge, olur nationi and justifies, te the ancieant Conis. i*ution cf England .

e. concee.d bes aîlvanced -usd i-neroyed oa the 4eed>and îhs «ba-the~. great abjects anoobli&atea.s cf wkich cancoat Lfe
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