‘and’ his

e Hig nxa.me, s A'Sita.ram Gopa.ldas,

‘Dunn,, the first. fifteen . years of my.
“I knew mothing .of God, - 1

only.
life,’ he said,’

". only“ate and plased.- Afterwards I came to -
know some Sadhus, from .whom-I learned -

. jage he- says 48 - 75 years In Spite of: his“

‘long one ont 1t is thé hxsﬁory of neé who,'
© for ma.ny yea.rs has been searching aitefr‘j-
.the; true God . tha,t he' might - Wors.hip him "

‘Yo‘ur’ preaching ‘is--true ’-

- of the existence of God. Then the thought . G5 ¢

. came to me—“Where is ‘the-Great God ?”
'_‘-About him I inquired-of many, and did ac-
cording in their words; thus for a long time

I continuéd. zeeking him, Then I thought

if there is one Great God I should lay hold

on “him and know him, sand should fomke}

all to find him.- At thls tlme 1 was- ‘about

thirty. . or thirly—tive years of .age. I wan--
) dered much, and sought -at ma,zf:;r phrines -
the 'I‘mth but did not find it. At last, when .
_'my hope- in visible gods-had gone, and I.
failed to find what I sought in them, I turned-

... to seek the Truth in the sacred books. These

* ‘gre many, but I.read them and sought and
-..sought and sought the Truth in them till
the though* became estabhshed in my m.md
'that there is only cne -God; and . thera is,
. DOne beside him. "He is, everywhere, and .
S :'knorws all that s in our. hearts ‘but- ‘where.
- he” s specially, ‘and” how to know him, I

" could not. find out. ~Then I came to know ;
Y {:you, andthrough you J esus Christ; by whom
. we know God, for he diwells in Gods pres- .

: enoe, and ‘takes’'away :our sins.” T

! Such is the brief story of the old’ mian_

el from his own lips. My first acquaintance
mth him was- during the tour of 1894:5, and

" at’that time he. thought ‘that we Were only

"~ otie ‘more sect of the many existing in the
. ,'wonld Two years. la.ter, in January, 1897,
& a,g*ain vislted his® villa.ge. “and he: forrmed

“one of my- aidience. - At the - close - of the
preaching he dlsputed our tea.ching about -
"sin, and’ aﬂirmed ‘that’ he dld ot commit

,,.—b

him if he would teack this Truth to others,
.as he was a rehglous teacher himself, he

j'ed*‘a.t the sg.me villa.ge abo.ut thi'ee miles’
hnre S1tamam nvw On lasth.”-

‘on thwt Sabbath I]ia.ve' from Ka.rela’, W, et
Tuesday we preached there, a.nd Sitamm{, -

%@ versa’mon'he told" me that he was- now‘ready

. ca.mp, ‘but. hn saad

. Swldm‘No, I believe it for myself but unless" -

od;hem ask me about it I will not tea,ch it
Yet: t.he Truth had sunk. deepe.r into this old
man's heart thamI had thought ‘Last year,’
he told me: afterwards, ‘1 Imew you had the”
Truth, for when I a.sked you “What is your

belief?” you replied, “There is one God and - them all.

pa.nied Smtara.m to-his” house,‘

: f:o heam us if they. remembered &bout ‘whom -
‘I ha prwchn-d tq them‘last year, one replied

‘a two-storied .
" brick buildmg (the other houm in: the “vila .

lage are bmlt of mud) The lower part of .
- {the house he uses as a° ‘sleeping- eompart-

" ment fqr himself and- ‘horse (for he owns a
:* horse to - yisit - surroumlmg vmages) The -

- upper- pa.rt of -the buﬂdi.ng he uses for re-
- cejving visxtors a.nd chscxples Here in the-

_upper part I sat talking:to ‘Him for half-am-
hour or more" a.‘bout his becomm,, a CGhris: -

tlam. Afterwards -we went to’ the-house o-f..." R
' oné of bis diseiples, a‘well-to-do- widow, calls

ed Jamn_abai Who fed him every day. bhe '

to be bapmzed as he was alrea,dy in the
Church.” A’ long ta.lk fonowed in camp, -and

he promlsed ‘to come back again on Thurs- -

- day. 'On Thursday morning, after we. had"
retumed from . pmaching in the .village of
© Ora, Sitaram arrived, brmging us a dainty -
Hindu breakfast. : ‘Another ta.lk followed
about his duty of joining the Church. by
" baptism,:and on his asking the sacrament to
be explamed I read and explained to him
the account of the baptism-of the Ethiopian

‘eunuch, Sitaram again said he was ready-to

be baptized,.and on my asking ‘When?’ he
repheﬁ ‘Whenever you like’ I suggested
- pext' Sabbath:-at the Clristian - service in

my village? I do’ not want it:done in secret,
but c«penly, and in my village, that the peo-
ple my see and know it ' Thus spoke Sit-
a,ram, and I could not but’ a.dmn‘e his.cour-
age and bravery, for I knew what it meant
perhaps better than he did: ‘himself. I glad-
1y fell in-with his sugg estxon, and almnged
to’ h.ave the Sabbath service in. his village,
at his house, and- to baptize him there. . - :
'On Saturday we- went to see him, and we:
réad and talked with bim: for a long time.
The doctrme orf human depra.v1ty was em-
pha.szzed the ° consequences “of - sin, aﬁnd
' Christ’s substltur.ion. Sitaram acknowledged
‘They are true; I believe- them-.

one Mediator between God and men, Jesus they have entered my mind.’” When I grew

Christ who. is ‘the Son of God, dwelling al-

tired of talking, Mot1 continued the conver-

ways in God’g presence, and who takes us- ‘sation.. “A Brahman; a disciplé of Sitaram,

to God.” " I ha.d read to him John xiv., 6,
wh.ere “Tesus says, ‘I am the ‘Way, the 'I‘ruth,
a.nd the Life;:no man cometh unto the:Fath-
er but by me’
had been swrchm« a.fter a.u these /years.
And I read the old ma.n contmued ‘a ht~

"o

“ag

came In and sat till: the close ‘Sitaram had .
evideiitly grown in courage.and in -grace.

since last’ year, for while then he affirmed -

This is what .the old{fian he wouldn't teach these things unless he was. : -~ -

asked: a.bout them, now he seemed determin-
ed to teaeh them whether the people asked

“Why here, and not in - . -




