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CORRESPONDENCE.

Say, eavenly meetness can wo find,
While unattun’d the earnal mind ?

Or, how ¢nduro an endlese song,

To whom an hour in Church secws long ?

Qur private prayer availeth not

To fit us for our future lot:

1310 o city we shall dwell,

And jointly there Giod's goodness tell.

Your gates, ve priests, then open wide,
Gather the flock, the food provide:
God will your faithful zeal reward,
When dapy by day ye praise the Lord.

And oh, may He, our glorious bead,

Send forth that power which 1ifts the dead;
Revive us, as in ancient days,

To seck s face, and sing s praise,

CORRESPONDENCE.

Moxtrear, C. E., Dec. 14, 1865,

My DrAR Mg, Epttor,~I hope to send you
occasionally somo Church news of the Divcese
of Canada n general, and of the Divcese of
Montrcal in particular, Although now some-
what after date, I am desirous that the readers
of your magazine throuzhout a diocese 1n
which [ laboured for many years, and 1n which
Ishall ever feel a lively interest, should have
some account of the last weoting of the Pro-
vincial Synod of the Church in Canada, which
was both interesting and important with refer-
cnce to its own ohjects, and its bearing on the
question now agitated as to the present status
of the Colomal Church and her relation to the
Church of the mother country.

‘The Provincial Synod of the Church in
Canada assembled for the third tune in the
city of Montreal, the Metropolitical See, on
Wednesday the 13th of September. The
bisheps. clergy, and lay delegates of the sev-
eral dioceses met at the appointed hour 1n tho
schodl-roum of the Cathedral buildings, and,
forming a procession, marched in o.der to tho
Cathedral for divine service, previous to the
opening of the Synod. The procession was
led by the laity, followed by the cleray, and
closed by the bishops. When the procession
reached the West entranco of the Cathedral,
it was opencd to allow the bishops to pass,
and all entered in reversed order.

After Marning Prayer, Litany, and Ante-
Commuuion service, a most acceptable and
appropriate sermon was preached by the Pro-
locutor of the lower house, the Rev. James
Beaven, D. D., a venerable and respected
’l;rcsbytcr of Torunto, who holds the chair of

'heology in University College. The text was
from Isaiah, " In returming and rest shail
ye besaved: in quictness and in confidence
shall be vour strength.” At the present june-
ture of the Church in Canada, and the present
position of the swhale Colouial Chureh, it was
considercd a most aptly-chosen subject, and
discreetly and ably treated. The closest at-
tention of the Synod was given to the whole
discourse. After the sermon the four bishops,
the Metropolitan and the bishops of Huron,
Ontario, and Quebec, proceeded to the admin-
wstration of the Holy Communion. The ven-
crablo bishop of Toronto was prevented at-
tending from tho infirmities of advanced age,
and the 1lluess of his wifo, who has since died.

All tho members of the Synod partook of
tho Haly Communion. Divine service was
followed by the formal opening of the Synod.
which I shall now procced to describe, iving
you such inform wtion of the details of debate
as aro hikely to bo of intcrest and importance
to the members of the Church in the Dioceso
of Fredenicton. Ishall hero presumeto add
somo reflectionsof my own asacquainted with,
and interested 1o, the status which the Church
holds at tho presont imo in Canada and New
Brunswick.

It mill bo remembered by all who have
taken any interest in the onward mosement
of tho Church here, that after the power of

clection of our own bisthops was granted to
Canada, the Diocese of Toronto was sub-di-
vided, and Huron and Ontario becwme seps-
rate sces. At the first meeting of the Provin-
cial Synod, ali the dioceses were duly and
fully represented, and without let or hin-
drance all worked together for the general
good of the Church. When the notorious
hetrodox judgent of the Judicial Commttee
of the Privy Council was given to the Church
and the world, which brought out the noble
championship of the Bishop of Capetown,
Metropolitan_of South Africn, and induced
the Colonial Church throughyutits lengts and
breadth to consider how far it would consent
to be ruled by such a judgment, or act upon
theindependence and ~elf-government rupidly
being thrust upen it, the Bishop of Huron
was led to suppose that the Provineial Synod
of Canada was organized upon an illegal basie,
and that consequently 8l past Acts of the
Synod were_legally null and void. His lord-
ship was induced by legal advisersto act upon
this errroncous supposition, and for s long
timo, through counsel in Canada and advice
at homo, strenuous exertions were publely
used to upsct an_ecclesiastical institution.
which had been so happﬂé constituted for the
goud governtent of the Church. Durmg all
this time, the legal advisers of the Metropoh-
tan, eminent men both in Canada and Hos-
land, assured Churchmen that the Cburch i
Canada, with its Diocesan and Provinesl
Sy nods, was in a better pogition than any part
of the Colonia! Church,and op an impregnable
legal basmis. Owing to theso doubts, which had
been thruwn on the power and standing of the
Provincial Synod, it was feared that the Lond
Bishop of Huron would feel himsclf unable
to work harmoniousls with the other droceses.
Before the Synod was opcncd_bé' the Metro-
politan, the Bishop expressed hisdesire wjoll:n
if his mind could Yw set at rest eopcerning tue
legality of the past acts of the Synod. ]5
roposed, therefore, that a resolution sbouh
{;e passed declaring their validity before t f
Synod was formally opened, Membersobect-
cd on the ground that they rad no power®o
do anything until the Provmcml}gnod .wzs
properly opencd by tho Metropolitan talun%
the chair, and that then to satisfy the l‘“““"ﬂ
tions of the Bishop of Huron, such a msolunoly
would bo unanimously carricd A'\L‘corl?llib&'0
the Metropolitan took the chair, the .lg "
of Iluron withdrew uoder protest, ﬂ}c bis (l’gr
proceeded to the upper house, the ¥ rnlo‘;:uwe
of the lower house was ro-elected. M\Vhen
roll of clergy and lay delegates ealled. b
the names of the Huron diocese were catict:
almost every clergyman and lnyman.a}lswcf'b
the call, and cach pame was rqceugl v’tl'lbe
acclamations of welcome by the Sypod 2
resolution to satisfy the Bishon was p}&nh:
and communicated to his lordship, Wh°t° the
with took his scat in the uppor house, o 1e
healing of any past griovanue, and the esan
Iishment of thorough harmony and peact‘r the
the representation of all the diocescso




