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mieasure of spiritual enlig-htennment as cnabledl tiieni to recogîlize
Hini as soon as Hie appeared, even thouglh His appearance must
have ben strangely out of hazrîîîony i'ith th eir preconceived
notions of Hlmi. T1îey had, ioreover, the courage of their coni-
victions, suchi a ineasure of sclf-ahnegation and devotion to what
thev believed to be riglit and truc, as led thein to voluintarilv
slîare the obloquy wvhieh wvas heaped upon Hini, axîd the danger-
%vhich threatencd M-ijn, and wvlicIi inereased -it every stel) takcii
by Iliii duringr His pub)lie life.

What progress these peole mIust have iîîa<le ln thi e igoî
life during the three or fouir years that they wvere brought jflt(
close, personal, daily contact with their D)ivine Master ! What
progress ive know, is aI inatter of fi-et, thev niade during. these
V cars of unique privilege, during, wlîich thev <tailv houard t1e
words of .Tesus, witnessed His exaînple mid shiared I-is spirit.
What a discipline, what a train ing wvas that througlî %hich the\-
hiad passcd. If they hîad flot been converted, li our sense of thwt
terni, if they hia( flot beeîî spiritually (1uickeflE'(ind rcneived at
the tiîne tha,,t they tirst beaine lus followers, one o)f two things
niust ha.ve iuievitably taken pla"', eitlier thev ivould ha1ve heconie
the subjects of this divine change, or else scandalized a.nd dis-
vouraged by the deep spiritualitv whieh uiasked Ris unique aud
mnarvellous echaraterei, the strange, uneairthlv sentiments wvhichi
ever and anon feil froin i s lips, aind the opp)ositionl a.nd obloquy
whieh Hâe was constantiy bringing upoii 1-iniself by putting Hill-
sý-elf in direct conflict, wîth ie Inassions ;and prQýjudices, of thie
p>eople, the\. would have gone back and followed no< mor-e wvitl
1 fini.

XVe do see non' andalagaiin, n10 toubt, enough of the old Jeivisli
character and spirit in thein to perceive that, with ill the privi-
leges, which they hîad eîýjoved, they hîad not, got etitirelv free
froîi the lo'v and comipara<-tively wvorldIy niotions of the Kingdoii
of (3od wvhich wer(, peeuliar to their tune ; but, ifter ail, the more
closely wve study the character of thcse peCople, taking into accouiit
the spirit~ 0f the age in whichi they Iived and the circunistances liu
whielh tlîey wex'e placed. the more wvilI ive, probably, be iimpei-(sedl
wvitlî their moral excllenee and even their saintly character. 011
theni their risen Lord had breathed, saying, " Receive ye the l-oly

hot"and I cannot helieve that this act ivas altogeth;er symboli-
cal. I think it beyond question tîxat there was a real conumulic.1-
tion of spirituail influence and power which accomipanied tha,«t acf,
although very likaily it iras prophetie, too, pointing forward to
the larger gift whuich was to be bestowed upon theni after Iilis
personal presence had beýen withdra wn froin thein.
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