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PROGRESSIVE vegetable growers-irc iooking for new and improv-
cd ideas regarding the growving of

their products, and any miethod by wvhich
tihey eau realize increased rcturns froni
their gardons interests theni. The fol-
lowving methods and appliances are lie-
ing adnptcd by vegetable men in parts
of the United States, and may prove of
interest and value to Ontario vegetabie
gro'vors.

Froni the greenhouse vegetable growv-
ors' standpoint lot nme say that steriliza-
tion of soi! is being extensivciy carried
on by practicalli ail progressive growvers.
In sanie cases stcam bolers are pur-
chascd for the sole paîrpose of treating
thie soif. Some are using the inverted
pan mcthod. others the spike method,
and one progressive grower in Grand
Rapids (Mr. Yonkers) lias rnade a ster-
ilizing apparatus which amounts to, put-
ting a modiicd skimmer irrigation line
under the soit to a depth o! four ta six
inches and forcing live steam through
the nozzles. Ho claims to have had
better success frorn this mcîhod than
fromn any other cmpioyed. Sterilization
%viil -ive results. This bas been proved
by mnany growvers an the othor side, and
many make an annual practico of treat-
ing aill soit in the greenhouse.

Sorte growers make a point o! grow-
ing only one or tivo crops and making
a specialty of those particular oncs and
improving as they czan. They select their
ownr seed and do their owvn cross-breed-
ing and aim ta supply the market %vith
the best possible varieties of that par-
ticular vegct;îble that can bce found. Some
make a specialty of ctucumbcrs, others
tom;îtoes, and others lettuco, and dur-
ing their season the quality of the pro-
duic (rom thecse specialisis can be seen
.in the markets rcaflizing icn and fifteun
per cent. more than that of their com-
petitors. Impravcd varicties arc <lue
largely to scection oi sed. Thlese mon
doa not depend on scedsmcn for their
sýecd, but at dillerent timies go through
the growing crops theniscîves and pick
,Outi uh best plants and select their speci-
mens from these. The progressive growv-
or knnws %vlit hi-, markct dcmands. and
the: main point on his score caird is pro-
h:îibly bis sclciion af speciniens (or sed.

OUCUMBER ROWNowG
The largc greaîhotise plants around

Toledo are devoted to, extensive growing
of iscumbers, and thicy have adoptcd a
dcvic for îrainin tlioir cucuibcrs ou a
s.taike anc-hall inch by ane inch by seven
(oct in lengili. It is rittcd wviti a simple
nail lock, onte nail bcing drivcn through,
and mnother. somiewhiat longter, being
OF.xct from â» addrmcl d!Tored ut thec

lmu~ aanxiai oonvenUon or tie Oniarlo Vcçe-
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driven through the stake and lient so
that it (ornas a lock wvith the smai niait.
tihe bottom o! the stake is cither driven
it the ground beside the plant or is
iîted wvith a srnall resting shoe, and

stands on top of the ground beside thp
plant. The tops are let int a picce o!
rilibon wvirc which is permanently
stretched through the houses. This wire
holds the cucumbers solidly in place and
excellent resuits are given.

Skinner irrigation cannot bie spoken o!
boa much. Growers in ail sections are
beginning ta use this systcm on gardens
(rom an acre ta forty acres iu size %vith
rcmarkable resuits. Satisfied growers
are everywhere the best answver to any'
question regarding Skinner irrigation.

It is the customi of some vegetable
growvors ta hold their manure before ap-
plying it ta the greenhouse. They have
told me that thcy flnd it worbh consider-
ably more to thcm. Sanie o! them have
bult cancrete manure pits. They pile
the manture ta a depth of threc or four
feot in these pits and turu the %vater on
to the manuire at intervals ta keep down
tbe fire fanging. Some turn thc manture
at different tumes. These pits are buiit
witli concreto wvalls about one foot thîck
and cighteen inches ta two feet high. As
.a rule paving brick is laid in an inch or
so of concret* for the bottoni. They art
higher at the ends than at the centre and
aire made wvide cnoujgh ta permit hauling
manure riglit into îhcm.

Several growvcrs a-c nowv making en
annual practice of holding tlieir manurc
lotur or five months in this wvay. Thcy
advocate this method cspecialiy for the
manture that is to go into the greenhouse.
The liquid manure is sonked up by the
coarse manture end its full bonefit us thus
gained. Sorte growers rnake pits for
tlîis manture anly and build it cntirely af
concrete and do flot drive in iheni, sim-
ply îhrowing the manure int a pil e in
ihemn and %vatterin.g as thev sec fit.

A Ncwt York irm bans a patentcd celerv
bleacher wvbic1i is being îried oui liv
soverail grawcrs. It consists of a strip ai
miciat-l very sinîilar ta some of the comn-
mon rcady rooings. twelve inches: %vide,
aind in rols of anc hundrcd foot in
lcngztl. This is placcd nround thc celerv
instend of boards or p.-per, aind is hcl
bogzetlier by mens of 1-1 shapcd %vire
hlîndcrs. wliich fit over bath sides o! the
paper. This method i% flot mare than a
ycar or so oId and it lias licen trbed wih
some dcgree of success by sorte growe.,rs.

ST.AKNl O0F 'TOXAWOIS
Poesibly the stnking of tomames is

bcing tricd out mare thnn any othcr
mcîhnd liy progressive vegectable grow-
ers. Fully ftly per ccnt, of the growers
visitcd last summcer ivere cubier expcri-

mcniting with it or were beyond that
stage and carrying it on as part of their
ycairly work. There are different meth-
ods of stakzing ernployed and as yct it ks
niaatly ilic c:arly varieties tlîat are boing
staked and ini quantities ranging from a
few plants to one and a half to two acres.

The comnioticst niethod is to drive a
stake into the gyround beside the plant and
f;#ý the plant to it witlî cithcr tvine or

ie stakes are of one and onecand
a hall inch material, and arc made fromn
flve to seven feet ini lcngth. The plants
are set eighitecn to twenity inches apart in
the rows and threc to four feet betiveen
the rovs. The vines are trinwned tooanc
stemi. Groivers dlaim that they get eari-
1er fruit by nearly a ~veSand that the
quality of the fruit is improved. The es-
timatcd cost of stak-ing plants is bctwvecn
ive and ton cents a plant.

Sowing Vegetable Seeds
Mms Dell Graitta, lOtt àbtL., attTHE time for soving vegetable seeds
out of doors varies grcatly. Firsi
of ail have the -round well, pro-

pared and enriched. Before starting to
sow, rernov'e ail stoncs and rubbish and
ptulvcrizc thîe soil thoroughly. lDe ncat
in ait you do.

Onions, peas, s;pin.-cls, carrots, par-
snips and other hardy v'-etablcs iay be
planted as soon as the ground is it.
I.eave cucuniber, squaish and corn until
danger of lrost is passed. Sowv the sceds
in moist -or freshly stirrcd soit. Do not
plant too dceply. Soiv radish in gond
ricli soit iii ordcr to have quick growth.
For a succession, sowv every twq wvceks.

Caulifiowcr seed is very expensivc, so
wvhcn 1 do flot plant in the hot bed but
out in the open garden I aiways put in
wvitlî it about a cupful of turnip seed, mix

theic and sowv. The turnip plants may be
rcmovcd belote thcy smother the cauli-
flower plants. Enrly Sno,.batll or Dvarl
Erlurt arc fine for the gardon. A great
many sow cauliflowcr and cabbagc in
the hot bed. It is all right to Plant -.
lcev sccds so, as to have carly Ones 10
use, but as a rule the liciter plan is tu
sow thieni directly in rovs in the gardeai
as scion as thie wvcitlcr wvill permit. Mi3
calibage secd %%ithi turnip sced the sanmc
as with cauitlifloxwor. This save-S tam,
and 1 have hiad good hieds just as quick-
ly Ironi plants growvn (rom the start OUI
in the, open, aliîaoughi it is hairdly cotisid-
ced possible by sanic. Try both ways.

Caiblage is a izross cdcr, ani ncds,
lots of rich mannure. Most Of the lesî
.growvcrs apply nianure brondcast. In
growtizng carly àabgel is an excellent
plan ta applY e litlc dry lieni nianurc
arounld thc ilîis wlvhen the plants zre
hiall grown. This sliould bc put closr
to the plants, but seattercd ovcr a radius
of a foot or miore front the plents end
thon cultivatcd ini the soit. The En.rlý
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