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o sa lie had iot at present hie Imieans tu lelp
theim. Surelv such devotion and earniestness
A theirs deserves recognition and aid. God
rint that it may be fortlhcoming, and tlat

before long those logs may be turned into the
t, amework of a substantiai little ciurcl in
w hici our people of Sslverwater may freely
crslip and give praise to God.
The next day the Bishop returned to Gore

Blay, having driven over i o miles in tliree
d. s, and fromi there lie boarded the steamer
to returi to ie mainland, after a pleasant trip,
but sad at heart that he was not able to do
more both for the Indian and whîite population
ol the Malntoulin. Algomza d/sionary .ews.
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LETTER from nie will be looked for
about ihis time, so I vill procced to
"'ive a summarv of the year's proceed-
ings, and will begin with Fort Sinip-

. son.
In mv last letter I mientioned the groving

desire for instruction nanifested by sone of
the Fort Simpson Indians, and expressed the
hope that more of theni vould beconie coin-
nunicants. This hope, tlank God, has beei
realized. Last montli four more women were
confirmed, and received the Lord's supper or
the first time ; anci we have been kept biusy
teaching. Last winter, besides holding school
in the morning, I spent three or four hours in
the after part of the day visrtiing and teaching
six or eight women in their own homes ; sonie
of wlhon read througlh the greater part of the
New Testanent, and committed to menorv
wliole chapters. In addition to iliese abotut
the saie numnber came to my wife individually,
and have learnt, more or less perfectly, tlie
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Decalogue (in
brief), and somie otier prayers and liyinîs.

Comnitting to mnemorV is real liard work
for most of the Indians, so, as a stimulus, we
invited Mrs. Reeve's scliolirs to afternoonî tea,
and, after a few words of encouragement aid
exhortation, gave eaci a good warni pe:ticoat.

It is, therefore, with mîîucli thankfulness that
I cati report good attendance at Churci, both
on week-davs and Sundays ; a great inprove-
nient in the singing and responses ; two adult
baptisns, nine communicants added to the
previous very small number, and that two
faimilies of Roman Catholics have joined us.

Episcopal visitations cantiot, as a rule. lie
made in winter, owing to the dillicultv of
travel. Thev have to lie postponed until the
rivers and lakes are free of ice, and a passage

opened for boa. and canioes. l-.arl in Jte.
and again in july, the ll ud.î BaN ompan's
steamer goes don n tle i ackeluie. and, tliroughi
the kindness of tile comtipany. an opportunity is
given nie of reacling itihe fc northein missions,
and. on its retirn, those in the southern part
of the diocese.

Iln June, therefore, I began miî u.sual tour,
and first of all vent to Fort Wrigley. .Ir.
\Vebb lias been here since the summnier of last
\car, and lias liad to carry on his w iork nder
dillictlties, tlhe chief beinîg scarcity of food.
So great was this that tno indians' ,t.are td to
death, and others vould lia e perilied but for
the aid they received froii ihe ftort and mission.
Thl'e saie cause h indered some of Ile lidians
1 roi coming to the ort at tle usual tiie, and
thus preented nie fron seeing t le. ThIose
vlio hiad assembled were minuisitered to in the

usual wayv-- dailv evening pra\ ers were lield,
whiich vere pretty v well attended, tlie young
were tauglit in scliool, individual instructiion
was given as opportunitv offered, a couplev
were married, an elderly woniati and six infant,
were received into thIe Church b\ baptisi,
miedicine was adminiistered to thie sick, and
tiumiîerous little doles of lour vere given to
lielp to eke out ieir scantN supply of food.

Rare and valuable as these opportunities are
tlhiey are not the best times for iipartiig
religious instruction. Tlheir miinds are t oo
muuclh occupied vith trading tlheir furs, seeing
their friends, talking over the events of the
year, etc., to give the necessarv attention to
lie concertis of ilheir souls. Tfie most salis-

factory, Ihe nost encouraging tinae is wlien
tlie iissionary cani follov them into the woods,
and there quietly in ticir own homes, in tlie
old fashioned wa\ by line upon line, precepit
upon precept, here a little and iliere a little,

. day after day, drop the truthis of saving grace
upon their ears, and force tliei in by reiterat ion
and constant application. This is vhat Mr.
Wcbb liopes to do this ninter, and nhat lie
would have dlotie last, but for lack of food.

Another difliculty which lie vill hiave now to
face is the presence of two Roiiisl priests who
have recentlv established thiemselves there. The\
are foriidable adversaries. the more so, as lie
i, not in lioly orders, and cannot, therefoi,
baptize. Nluchi pra\ er is needed on his heli,l
as lhe lias a diflicult position to fill.

On the return of the steamer, which was
delaved thirteen days by. rutnning aground on a
satidbar, I accompanied it to Fort Simpson.
whlere I remained over a veek, and had the jo%
of miiinistering to the largest congregationi ot
Indians I have ever seen in this chiurch.

.\s I wisled to reach Fort Norman a fen
davs ahuead of thie steamer, so as to lia e a
little longer tinie with the In ans. I started

- alone in a siîall canoe, accomplisuiing Ile dis-


