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This sum represents an assessment of eight dollars a year, or a
total of two hundred .and forty dollars, and would secure an
annuity of two hundred dollars. This sum is not largo enough.
I understand the object of the fund to b twofold: (a) a provision
for the support of teachers whoso usefuilness is past, and (b) in this
provision offering an inducement to them to retire frorm the pro.
fession-thus making roomt for younger men-carlier than tboy
would were no such provision made. This being the case, the al-
lowanco should bo of such valua that after thirty years of service
it would he equivalent, or nearly so, ta the salary given up. The
salary of the town or city teacher will probably averago-from six ta
eight hundred dollars a year. It is the rural teacher who stands
most in need of assistance when his life's work is finished. Out of
his small salary ho can save little or nothing, whilst his more for.
tunate city brother can put by his one or two hundred dollars a
year. I am not writing this in any envious spirit, but we allknow
the best positions are not numerous. and thore are always men
ready and able ta fill them.

Would it not, therefore, b much botter if tho annuity were in
proportion ta the amount paid in, instad of being based upon the
salary recoived ? Lot the recipients b divided into four classes,
the annuity being five.sixths of the total assessment.*

The following table will illustrata my meaning:

AMOUNT OF ANnUAL TOTAL AMOUNT
CLASS. ASSMENT. PAID IN. ANNUITY.

1. $20. $600. $500.
II. $16. $480. $400.

0. $81. 300.
IV. $ 8. $240. $,200.

The membership in class IV. ta b compulsory, allowing all who
desiro ta becomo mèmbers of any other class ta do su upon paying
the assessment of that class ; the condition ipon which a member
of a lower class could becoma a member of a bigher leîag the pay-
ment of the back increasa in assessment with compound interest at
six per cent. per annum. For instaneo, John Do4 after teaching
for five yenrs wshes ta join class I. His back assoement plus the
interest is $67.64, upon payment of which his name is transferred
ta class I. If ha has Io pay compound interest on bis back assess-
ment ha will ses i% is ta his advantage ta join the higher clasa wheu
he begins teaching.

Take another view of the question:
Richard Roe, upon entering the profession, joins class I. For

twelve years he pays his annual assessment of twenty dollars,
amounting ta Lwo hundred and forty dollars. He meets with re-
verses, and cannot keep up his payments. Ha requests the depart.
ment ta transfer his ans ta class Il. For three yenrs ha will
have nothing to pay, the amount alreat'v paid covering that period
in the second class. Should ha still b - unable ta make bis pay-
monts, his name can be passed to the th. -d class, and if the worst
comes ta the worst, he bas a paid-up annuity of two hundred dol-
lars a year when bis thirty years are finished.

From t'-e foregoirg it will be seen that I claim the right ta enjny
the same .. l-tùity as my better salsried fellow-teacher, provided I
atm willing ta pay for it. The justice of this claim I think none
will dispute.

The fnllowing approximate esi.nate, based upon the supposition
that all the male teachers wero members of the first class, shows
what would have been the receipts and expenditures of the fund
for 1879.

REcEIPTS.
Assessment of $20 00 each on 8158 male Ieachers ....... $68,060

"i 2 00 " 8448 " "....... 6,886
4i 2 00 " say 812 high scho,1 teachera . 624
"9 2 00 " 77 Inspectars................. 154

Total Beceipts........................................ ....... .... 70,724
EXPENDITURE.

Say the average number of years taughit by the 869 annuitants
was 22, this would give an annuity of 8866 eacb, or an aggregate
of $181,760.

At first sight, the deficit of $61,000 may atartle us, but wo must
not forget that had the Fund been begun, say in 1858, with the
same assessment as above properly nvested at six per cent., at the

•Five-sixths of the total assess'nent gives the samle annuity as ane.
sixtieth of the average salary multiplied by the years of service.

end of 1878 the capital account would have heun nearly if not
quito two and a quarter millions of dollars, the interest alono of
vhich would have more than paid the annuitias of1879. I thinklI
cannot be charged with " cookng" my figures in favor of my argu-
ment; at any rate I hava ondeavoreui not ta do so. An opportunty
now presonts itself ta test somo such schema as I hava suggested.
The oho point 1, as a teachor of over twenty years' standing, would
press upon the committeo is the advisability of aeling that the
annuity b based upon the arnount paid in, and not uipon the aver-
age salary. When tha new bill becomes law, let it not b said
that ils clauses are in favor of the few ta the setting aside of the
rights of the many.

I am sure you will pardon the liberty I have talion in thus
addressing you through an open letter, and beg youî will clear your
mind of any suspicion ofofiiciousuess on my part. "lIn themulti-
tide of counsellors thora is safety." My only object in presenting
my views is a desire ta aid in placing the fund upon a secure and
business foundation.

Very truly yours,
O. H. AsuDowN,

Sandwich, 16th April, 1881.
[We are indabted to Mr. Ashdown for so clear a statement of aur

own-opinions in referenco ta the clause referred ta. By reference
to the report of the Toronto Teachers' Association meeting, it will
ha sean that Mr. Ashdown's views were adopted by that body. We
hope that a freo use may bo made of our columus in discussing
this important question. The circular issued does not in all points
meut the views of the Legislative Committee.- ED.]

To the Editor of the Ctiada School Journal:
Sin,-In your critique on my official report for 1879, as given in

the March No. of the SCHOoL JoUiuAL, thera are certain ex-
pressions and statements of which I feel I have a right ta comiplain.
I would gladly b silent, but as my silence might ba misinterpreted,
I ask room in your next issue for a few words by wa.y of clearance
and denial. I will not troubla you again on thea.êect.

Feirst. "Attack on Mathenatics." I mado no-such attack.
Second. " Unsupported assertion that the study of Mathematics

bas proved and is proving injurious ta the intellectual life of the
rising generation."

Nowhere have I writton, ntver have I thought such a grotesque
absurdity. I am anazed ta find it attributed to me in an educa-
tional journal published by a respectable house.

Third. " He atlirus that the solution of problems is of but amall
educational value." If vour readers will take the trouble to read
my words in their con'tclion, they will sea that my reference is ta
the " problems " that are in vogue amongst us, many of which high
aîuthority holds t. ho unsuitable and injurious for the children ta
whom they are proposed. The ovil is even greater in the Publie
Schools than in the High Schools. ' Can nothing b dons," said
an indignant mother ta me the other day, "ta do away with all
these sums 2 '-holding up for my inspection-a formidable list of
" problems " which lier little twelve year old was wrestling with at
tan 'click at nght. "Thero's no time for grammar, or history or
gseography. nothing but suins 1 " My objection is not to problems
(se that' Mill does not trouible ine at ail), but ta the excess of themr,
and ta the unsuitable character of many of themr for pupils of
tender age, and with no special mathematical tastes or aptitudes.
I put it ta the teachers of Untarto, whether this problem mania is
not discouraging and disleartening many of their most promising
and painstaking scholars, aad d..ving not a few fromn their schools
altogether.

Fourth. You question the correciness of my belief that most of
the mathematical teachers, especially University men, are with me
in thinking that our sechool training is gotting one-sided. It would
bh an offence against decency for me ta quota conbdential conver-
sations with·schnnl officers. but I made the statement in full"viaw
of my responsibility forit, and ondueauthority, andyou mustpardon
me for claiming that niv opportunities for ascertaining the opinion
of teachcra are not les than your own. I abide by my belief. ln
confirmation, I refer you ta tLe reroh.ltion on the subject of undue
inathematical predominance in th.s high schools, adopted at the last
meet ng of the High School Section of the -Ontario Teachers'
Association, August 12tl, 1880. But in truth the fact is too
notorious to need confirmation,


