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accomptlishcl only after the sam: sort
of tedious strugglc by which the ncw
knowIedgcs of the cightccnti, and
nineteenth <.cnturi-s are now winnng
their way i academic recognition.
The revivcd classical literature was
vigorousy anid sinccrely o))osC(l as
frivolou1s. hcterodox, and uisclcss for
disciplinc; just as naturai history,
chemistry, physics. and moder litera-
turcs are now opplosed. The con-
scrvativcs of that day uîscd preciscly
the sanc arguments which the con-
servativc% of to-day bring forward,
only they were uscd against classcal
literaturc then, while now they arc
used in its support. Let it not be
imagined that the scholastic mcta-
physics and theology, which lost most
of the ground won by Greek, werc
in the eyes of the educated men of
twelfth to the sixtecnth century at ail
what they scem to us. They, were
the chief delight of the wise, lcarned,
and plous ; thcy were the bcst mental
:>od of at least twelve generations;
and they aroused in Europe an
enthusiasm for study which has hardly
bccn equalled iniatercenturies. When
Abelard taught at Paris early in the
twelfth century, thousands of pupils
flocked around his chair; when the
Diominican Thomas \quinas wrote
his "Sumnna Theologia," and lec-
tured at Paris, ltologna, Ron, and
Naples, in the middle of the thirteenth
century, he had a prodigious following,
and for threc centuriVs his fame and
influence grew ; when the Franciscan,
)uns Scotus, lectured at Oxford at

the beginning of the fourteenth cen-
tury, the resort of students to the
university seens to havc been far
greater than it has ever been since.
We may bc sure that these wonders
were not wrought with dust or chaff.
Nevertheless, the scholastic theology
and metaphysics were in large measure
displaced, and for three hundred
years the classicd literatures have
reigned in their stead.

\utithc'ntic history records an zarier
change of a fndamental sort in the
hst of arts called imberal. and con
scqucntly n the recognmed schcme
of lbcral eduication. When F.rasmus
was a student. that is, in the last third
of the fifteenth century. before Grcek
had been admitted to the circle of
the liberal arts, the regular twelvc
years' course of study iiwluded, and
nad long incluidcd, reading,arithnct .
graimar, syntax, poetry, rhctorw,
mctaphysics, and thcology, all studied
in i.atin ; and of thcsc subicets
nctaphysics and :hcology occupie-
half of the wholc timc, and all of the
university period. lut in the clcvcnth
centurv, before Abélard founded scho-
lastic thcology. the authoritative list
of liberal studics was quite different.
It was givcn in the single line :

"Iingua. trou%. ratio, numrrus, tonut,
angulus, astra.'

Most students were content with the
first threc-grammar, rhetoric, and
logic ; a few also pursued arithmetic,
music, geometry, and astronomy, if
these grave names may be propcrly
applied to the strange mixtures of
fact and fancy which in obscure Latin
versions of Greck and Arabian origi-
nals passcd for science. It was this
privilegcd circle which scholastic
divinity suîcccssfully invaded at the
beginning of the twelfth century, the
succes- of the invasion being prob-
ably due to the fact that religion was
then the onlv thing which could be
systemati-ally studied.

This hastv retrospect shows, tirst,
that some of the studies nowcommonlv
called hberal have not long held their
precent preeniinence ; and, secondly,
that new learning has repeatcdiy
forced its way, in times past, to fuill
academic standing, in spite of the
opposition of the conservative, and
of the keener resistance of established
teachers and learned bodies, whose
standing is always supposed to be
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