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now found in many places; but an the part of the
Farming commuuity at large, it must be confessed
that there has not been that spirit in improving
their own stock, by encouraging the enterprise of
the importers of well-bred catile, which might
have been expected.

In endeavouring to improve our stock of neat
catile, we must be governed in our choice of indi-
viduals to breed from by the quality of those
within reach, the best of which, especially ol the
male animals, should always be obtained. If the
farmer does not 20 to the expense of purchasing
lughly-bred heifers or cows, he should at least
take the pains to select and preserve the best of
the native or common ones, as a foundation for an
improved stock, and obtain for them the best bull
within reach. ~ By pwsuing this course, and
slaughtering or rejecting as breeders all the infe-
rior young animals produced, a great improve-
ment will soon be eflected.

It is frequently a subject of inquiry, which of
the different varieties of cattle are the most profit-
able? ‘This must depend a good deal on tne
partticular purpose for which they are required,
whether for the shambles, the dairy, or the yoke,
as well as on the climate and the quality of the
land where they ave to be kept. Differeut varie-
ties have also their advocates. as much perhaps
from mere partiality as fiom any peculiav intrinsic
merit. In order to afford the farmer who is de-
sirous of eflecting improvement, but may perhaps
not have a suflicient acquaintance with the sub-
ject, an idea of the requisite qualities of a good
animal, whatever the breed, we may allude to
what graziers and breeders call the fine points of
an ox; and in this we prefer making use of a good
amhority~—the Rev. W, L. Rham article “Cattle’)
—<“There are certain forms and appearances,
which are either anatomically connected with a
perfect conformation of the body, and espeeially
of the organs of respiration and of digestion, or
which are constantly associateu with the peculiar
qualities of certain breeds, so asto be proofs of
their purity.  Of the first kind are—a wide chest,
well-formed barel, strong and straight spine, hip
hones well separated, and length ot quarter; ail
of which can be proved to be essential to the per-
fect functions of the body. Swmall and short bones
in the legs give finmness without unnecessary
weight. A thick skin, well covered with hair,
.ensures proper warinth ; and its soft, loose feel
indicates a good coat of cellular snbstance under-
neath, which will readily be filled with deposited
fat. All these are indispensable points in an ox
which is to be profitably fatted, and, whatever be
the breed, they will always indicate superiority.
Qther points, such as colour, form of the horns,
shape of the jaw, and setting on of the tail, with
other particulars, are only essential in so far as
experience has observed them in the best breeds,
and as they are indications of pure blood. The
eye is of great importance; it should be lively
and mild, indicating a healthy eirculation, with a

entle and almost mdelent temper. An animal
at is not easily disturbed will fatten rapidly;
while one that is restless and impatient will never
acquire flesh. Among the ancients, a deep dew-

lap was considered as a great beauty in an ox.
In some of our best breeds there is scarcely any.
The rump of the Freyburg cow rises high towards
the tail ; while a straicht back, from the neck to,
the”!ail, is indispensable in a well-bred British
ox.

Among the improved breeds introduced into
Canada, the Short Horus, or Durhams, are perhaps
the greatest favourites, and ave most extensively
known. They are also probably the most profit-
able for general parposes. In colour, they are
generally lisht, sometimes quite white. The
horns of the pure-bred animal are quite shoit;
sometimes, in the finest bulls, a mere tip on each
side of the forehead. In the cavcass, they combine
every pownt which has been mentioned as essen-
tial to perfection. They are perfectly hardy,
beaing all the variations of this climate quite as
well as the native breeds, and returning, with fair .
keep, as great a weight for the butcher a. three
years old, as the common cattle do at six. A
prejudice has sometiines existed against the Dur-
hams, on the supposition that they were indifferent
milkers ; but the contrary is in reality the fact,
the purest Duybam cows having proved to yield 2
large quantily of milk, or, speaking technically,
to be very deep milkers.

Next to the Short Horns may be classed the
Ayreshires: they are indeed by some breeders
preferred to the former, although their right to be
considered as a distinet breed has been frequently
disputed. They resemble the Durhams very
much, except in point of size, and are hence some-
times supposed to have originated from a cross of
that breed with some smaller vaxiety. Althongh
not so handsome an anmmal as the Durham, they
have very good qualities, being very hardy, and
excellent for the dairy or the shanbles.

The only other improved breed well known in
Canada is the Devon. In colour they are invari-
ably a deep red, with a bright eye, fine head,
small bone, glossy hide, and fine long horns.
They are a very handsome breed, and, though
smaller, are by some preferred to the short horns.
The oxen are excellent for purpose of dranght,
being very active, and walking almost ag fust as
horses. The cows are of good quality for the
dairy, the milk being of superior richness. The
Devons fatten easily, and their flesh is of superior
quality. .

These are the most important British brecds
well known in Canada ; the other prineipal varie-
ties, as the Hereford, Sussex, Leicestershire, Tees-
water, and others, not being much kuown. Itis
10 be hoped that ere long the importance of payinz
attention to the breeding of improved cattle will
be more fully appreciaied. ‘There is now, per-
haps, scarcely any section of the couniry in which
a more or less well-bred bull, of one or other of
the improved breeds, may not be found at no
areat distance ; so that there is at least the oppor-
tunity of making improvement, if it is but made
use of. Many of the common cattle of the country
are of very good quality as milkers. By selecting
the best of these, and obtaining the services of a
well-bred bull forthem, and paying greater atten-
tion in regard to proper care and feeding, the



