
Indians before the Revolution.

used every effort to prevent the Indians from taking part in the
contest, and the desperate struggle in which the early patriots
were engaged, still left them time to devise plans for the moral
and physical melioration of their unhappy neighbors. On the
30th of June, 1775, Congress resolved,

'That the committee for Indian affairs do prepare proper talks
to the several tribes of Indians, for engaging the continuance of
their friendship to us, and neutrality in our present unhappy dis-
pute with Great Britain.'

And on the 17th of the following month it was again resolv-
ed, in the same spirit of conciliation and humanity,

'That it should be recommended to the commissioners of the
northern department to employ Mr Kirkland among the Indians
of the Six Nations, in order to secure their friendship, and to
continue thein in a state of neutrality, with respect to the present
controversy between Great Britain and these colonies.'

But in January and February of the next year, two resolu-
tions were passed, which provided more full security for the
protection and improvement of the Indians, than all the meas-
ures of the preceding government.

& Resolved-That all traders shall dispose of their goods, at
such stated prices, as shall be fixed and ascertained by the com-
missioners, or a majority of such as can conveniently assemble
for that purpose, in each respective department, and shall allow
the Indians a reasonable price for their furs and skins, and take
no unjust advantage of their distress and intemperance ; and to this
end, they shall respectively, upon receiving their licenses, enter into
bond to the commissioners, for the use of the United Colonies, in
such penalty as the acting commissioner or commissioners shall
think proper, conditioned for the performance of the terms and
regulations above prescribed.'

'Resolved-That a friendly commerce between the people of
the United Colonies and the Indians, and the propagation of the
gospel, and the cultivation of the civil arts among the latter, may
produce many and inestimable advantages to both, and that the
commissioners for Indian affairs be desired to consider of proper
places in their respective departments, for the residence of minis-
ters and schoolnasters, and report the same to Congress.'

When the infancy of the government, and the object and
spirit of these resolutions are maturely considered, they will be
found honorable to the body which adopted them. With what
little effect attempts were thus made to counteract the efforts
of the British authorities. and to restrain the habitual disposi-


