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that they are faid to confift of thirty-two villd&es or towns;
are exceedingly civilized, and vaftly attached to certain re-
ligious ceremonies ; that a Mr.«Ch., a merchant of reputa-
tion at the Illinois, has been to their country, which is,
as he fuppofes, upwards of a thoufand miles from the
1llinois. :

Having been prevented from calling on you as I intend-
ed, I now return you the pamphlet, and will, at any, time
you pleafe, procure you a meeting With that gentleman.

Your's, &c.
J.J.

1 have the fatisfaltion to add, that I have mct the
above gentleman feveral times; that he confirms the lat-
ter part of this narrative; that Mr. Ch. is a near rclation of
his ; that when Mr. Ch. was introduced to the Chief of the
Padouca nation, he was received with much folemnity, ow-
ing to his being of whitc'somplexion, and by which circums
ftance, as far as Mr. Ch. could underftand by bcing amongft
them, hc was deemed an angel of God, his hands and feet
being wathed by order of the Chicftain, who appeared much
advanced in years, his hair being long and perfeltly white ;
that thc people chiefly fubfift by the produce of flic chace;
that the inftruments they ufe on the occafion are generally
bows and agrows; that the further he advanced from the
fronticrs, the different tribes he pafled through were the more
civilized; that he fuppofed the rcafon to be (which [ am
afraid is the cafe) owing to thc continual cncroachment
made on their land by the white people in thofe parts con-
tiguous to them.

‘The late tranfa&ions on the back frontiers of the United
States of America, 49 probable, arc owing to the fame cir-
cumftance. It may be neceffary to remark, that the diftance
from the mouth of the Miffiffipi to the entrance of the Mii-
fouri into it, is about 1200 miles; that the navigation of the
Miffiffipi upwards is tedicus and difficult, owing to the.cur-
rent continually running the fame way, by which mcans the
veflels employcd on the occafion feldom make that diftance
in lefs than three months; a light boat, well-manned, how-
ever, might go from Ncw Orleans to the Miffours in fix
weeks, and from Kentucky on the Obhio in lcfs than three
wceks, whereas, on their return, the fame diftance is made
in a few days; that the country bordering on thofe rivers
is cxtremc{y fertile; that in very fevere winters they are
fubje& to froft, which is gcrécrally of thort duration ; that
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