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SATURDAY, SEPT. 30, 1905

RETROSPECT AND PROSPEOTS

Of Labor Conditions ws Seen by the
Editor of the American
Federationist.

By Samuel Gompers.

Sincerely, cordially, and with all vigor
we greet the hosts of labor of America
with the fraternal ‘‘ Hail!- A}l Hail Labor
Day!

““May you, the toilers of our land, learn
your full rights, have the uuderstanding
and the manhood to achieve them.’’

Upon the shoulders of the workers of
our time rests the respomsibility, ° To
them is committed tae mission by those
who in the past have struggled for lib-
erty, justice and right to carry on the
great  work where they have laid it
down.

‘Within the past two decades much has
bheen ‘done by the workers in the fulfil-
ment of this great duty. Organized la-
bor iﬁl that ]CN ‘has immensely im-

in_better odmhon, more books and
fou lood, better eloth-

“dd,tiqmindobhdududcoﬂi-

gations to- po one or to nothing but their
own increased intelligence, character and
grit, as manifest in their associated ea-
pacity in the trade union movement,
luehrmtobedonoforthopn—
sent as well as the future, but the
achievements of the trade union move-
ment in the interste of the workers of
America must prove to all an incentive
to greater effort, To those whose im-
patience with what they regard as the
slow growth, we commend a retrospective
view into the comditions of the past,

A farmer who was plowing up his
field looked ahead at the ground yet to
be covered and became visibly disheart-
ened. An observing friend standing
near-by called his attention to the work
already accomplishéd, and reminded him
that by perseverance and persistence
alone is achievement or success possible.
So say we to our fellow workers.

It is trie that conditions are not mow
what we have a right to empect and hope
them to be, but look back and count with
the time when the workers were veritable
slaves, toiling long hours for pitiably low
wages under awfully impoverishing con-

power, aggressiveness, intelligence and
manhood of our trade'union movement.

If there need be any proof as to the
advanéed position which the workmen of
our country now proudly oceupy as com-
pared to the past, the absolute mastery
of | employers and the servility of the
workmen of the past stand in strong con-
trast to the dignified and respectful posi-
tion now attained and maintained by Ia-
bor.

Organized labor, the trade union move-
ment of America, has compelled public
opinion to take a better and more com-
prehensive  view of the rights of laber,
and to comsider and even commend the
rational, natural movement of the work-
ers for self-protection by associated ef-
forft in the trade umion movement.

In our day all grest questions are con-
pidered with a view to their ecomomic
and material influetice apon the people,
and this of necessity affects the working
people most, inasmuch as they constitute
80 large a propertion -of the people.

. Our sehools, eolleges and universities
now have classes in wnich the great la-
bot problem in all its phases is investi-
gated and discussed; it forms an impor-
tant part of the curriculum of institu-

tions of learning.

The inter-collegiate and cluob debates
are now largely devoted to the great ques-
tions of and-applying to organized lsbor.

Our newspepers and magazines devote
columns in thé -preseatation of ‘‘labor
news’’ and dissertations on the rights
and claims of organized lsbor. Maay,
ayé, very many, of these sve not always




