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COVERNMENTS - -
LAND POLICY

rrovincial Leader Outlines' The
Course Of Government Re-
garding Land Settlement—
Legislation Intrgguced

D —

Vesterday’s sitting of the Provineial
szislature witnessed the continuance
[ the debate upon his Honer's Speech

the Liberal leader, Mr. Brewster;

I the Premier, the entpre afternoon

‘tually being occupied with their re-
spective addresses.  Mr. Brewster ac-

tted himself. very creditably in

s natural criticism, = speaking with
moderation and dignity—certainly

th no violation of the decencies of
lebate such as marred the preceding
tv's debate. Mr, Tisdall has the floor
hen the debate is resumed this af.
crnoon, and may be expected to give
ne of those concise, clear-cut busi-
ss addresses for -which he has won

1 enviable reputation.

In addition to-consideration of the
Speech  yesterday,  several ‘measures

1

‘ere introduced, inclusive of the Pro-|

incial Secretary’s series to which ref-
crence Has already been made—the
University bills, the bill providing ‘for
the safeguarding of the health of men |
cmployed’ in logging and construction
vamps, and the bill for the amend-
ment of the Civil Serwvice Act,

Attorney: Genéral Bowser also intre’
luced his measure for the regulation
automobilq traffic throughout the
Province, .

Petitions were received from the
romoéters of. the Grouse Mountain
scenic raillway, the Vietoria Stock Ex-
change, .the sMunicipality of Oak Bay,
and theCrow's “Neést.and  Northefn
Railway “€0. “Fhe report of -the Chref
Commissioner of Lands regarding. the
creation ‘of the Strathcona Provincial
Park was presented by Hon. Mr. Ross,
?md certain papers relating to the: se~
ection, of .the  Univershtys A
Df. Young. Wﬂw,}f&'z’%ﬁr&

Leader of Opposition.

The member for Alberni’s contfibu-
tion, to. ths; debate was: characterised
by temperateness, and while in his
province as leader of the opposition,
it was necessary for him to ‘attack
the government policy on several
points he did so Wwithout acrimony or
rancour. His utterances were listen-
ed to with close attention, and though
he failed to bring forward any new
matter of criticism which might have
made political capital for his party.
he in no way detracted from that dig-
nity which is essentially character-
istic of the debate on the speech from
the throne. Perhaps the principal
voint which he made was in express-
ing regret that there was no allusion
in the speech of any intended action
on the part of the government in the
matter of land gettlement. In this

mnection he attacked the present
law,  which he’ alleged encouraged
speculators to the exclusion of genu-
ne  immigrants. The Government
should, he said, adopt a plank out of
the liberal policy in this matter and
sce that “the land wag for the people;

1 the people on the land.” The

resent land policy, if pursued, would

entualy lead to -the-unseating of the
nservative government.

n opening Mr, H. C. Brewster con-

rdtulated the mover and seconder on

© Manner in which they had acquit-
themselves.,. His congratulations
ther extended to the new minister
Is, and to the honorable the

nt of the council.
uing, he referred to the death
istrious King Edward. It
t in his power to pay a fitting
to that great man. His feel-
°re those of all loyal Canadi-
his degth the British Empire
. of its greatest rulers. In
¢sor to the throne there were
tnces that he would follow in the
ot his illustrious father. He pos-
vd in large measure his ability
liis  subjects throughout -the

“th and breadth of his Dominions

ed forward toyhis reign with san-

: feelings.

e house would ‘recollect that the
“‘nation took place next summer

at this important function he un-

tood that the honorable, the first
lister and the honorable the attor-
general would be present. He
‘d if he were spared to attend ans

r session of the house he would
¢ an opportunity of ‘extending con-
lations . to Sir Richard Mec-
ie ~
speaker next dealt with tho

th of Captain Tatlow., He was a

of whom he could only speak fa-
"lably. He had been in every way
+1 lonorable opponent, and had earn-
0 the respect of everyone with whom
“¢ came in contact,

Songhees Reserve.

he first tangible question of pol-

in the speech upon which Mr.

'“wster touched was the Songhees

Ve question. He could not but

lisratulate the government in its
© Hon. The reserve had‘long been an

“S0re and he was very glad to see

“t the whole problém was abo™t to
" swept away. Not only Victoria; but
oy éntire southérn half of Vancouver
“ind would: benefit theréby ;
nr:/\‘l_mther peculidr ineident in ‘con-
“Hon with the settlement was ‘the

n

4 ; rof thg
of /the. ibverfg;:e_n{, Mr. Brewster ex-
pressed his ‘satisfaction at the kpqv:l;
ledge  that active construoction Wo
had been commenceéd by the Canadian
Northern Raflway.” » But;. while this
‘work was going on on the mainland,

lithere was silence regarding that por-

tion of the undertaking which refer-
red' to Vancouver Island. = When the
question -of entering :into ‘an agree-
meént with the €anadlan Nérthern
Railway Company had.come before
the house he had fought the policy.
He had considered it was not com-
prehensive enough; ‘that it was not
fitting to the needs of the country.
He still thought so. His belief in this

| respect was in a measure sustained

by utterantés of theshomorable mem-
ber for Kamloops, whoShad pointed
out the need for more raflways in the
northern part of the provihce. That
need was exactly one which the lib-
eral party had drawn attention to in
the last provincial campaign. He
personally was unable to ‘see why the
honorable the premier could: not see
his way to open up the ‘country by
means of other raflways which would
traverse portions where transpor®i-
tion was much needed. o

Speaking of the island’ section of
the Canadian Northern he alluded to
the change of route. This could not
fail to benefit ‘his-~own: constituency,
_but_in spite of this fact ‘he believed
that the policy of not adhering to or-
iginal intentions and promises” was a
bad one. It'Wwas his duty, however, to
make the best of a bad business. On
behalf of his constituency -he must
agk the Hon. the Premier to imple-
ment, the promises he had madé prior
to”the last election and see that-the
construction -of ‘this -island road  was
commenced.

b Island Road :

“I want | to point out” he eaid,
“where in British Columbis, there is a
difference between politicat and pir-
sonal honesty.” He albu;degl.::to ‘t!_le
premier’s pledge to resign u construe-
tion was not undertaken within three
months after the contract between the
government and: the.railway rf;;mpa.x(:;y
was_ ratitied by pafiiament. The peo-
ple o:-%’ictorli {aé ‘been buncoed in
railway matters before. That was the
reason that the-premier had come out
with such a strong statement, and to
show that he meant what he said, in
a subseguent speech at the Victoria
treatre he had gone even: further, and
said: “I will carry out to the letter
everything that I have promised.” To-
day he wished to ask the Hon. the
Premier to explain to .the house and
to the people of Vancouver island how
he had carried out his pledge. The
other members .for. this city had been
equally in earnest in the pledges they
had made. The matter was one. of a
great deal of importance. There was
something of more importance to. the
vouth of the province tham even rail-
road building. That was the inculca-
tion of honesty into public politics. He
would ask the premier if -his successors
in that house would look up to him as
an example because he had broken
away from’' a solemn pledge. He per-
sonally believed that the people would
roint to him as a ‘Successful premier,
who did not have to live up to his
promises.

Continuing to deal with the railway
policy the speaker drew attentirn to
the fact that the government had to
pay large sums to' keep the Victoria
and Sidney-and Kaslo and Slocan rail-
ways in operation, and 'he believed
that the same condition would make
itself apparent when the Canadian
Northern was running through the
prevince. He further knew of many
settlers who had nothing but fault to
find with the bargain which the gov-
ernment h2d made with the E. & N.
railway. He believed that the time
would come when the people of the
province would have nothing gha.t was
not bad to\ say of the bargaih made
between the government and the Can-
adian Northern.,

Mr. Brewster had nothing but praise
for the excellent showing made by the
provincial government’s fruit exhibit
in the old land. The prizes taken, he
said, showed what could be done, and
the Hon. the Minister of Agriculture
deserved credit for the work which had
been undertaken.

Mining Disasters

Mr. Brewster gave some attention to
the number of deaths which were
taking place through mining disasters.
TLis destruction of life he character-
ised as one of the saddest features in
the record of the past year. He would
ask the premier to go into this matter,
thoroughly to look -at it from every
standpoint, to pass sound and wise
legislation, which would safeguard the
lives of those who Wwere working |
uniderground. . Another phase of *the
mining industry. with which he deait
was that known as “Wild catting.” In
speaking of this phase. he quoted in-
stances on the west coast of Vancouver
island where people purchasing stock
had 1lost their money, and thé coast
generally had got a black eye. It was
time, he considéred, that the minister
of mines should regulate this system
o*® “wild catt{ng,” which was such an
insidious factor in the development of
the province. e :

‘ The university site commission, the
speaker termed merely a method of
‘the government's to sidestep its own
responsibility. It had proved a wise
political move, But there had been,
some points which .called for investi-
gation in connection with the commis-
sion’s report. He alluded to the  in-

inal findings. Then the attor

One »:::ﬁ:sdnﬁr&;-‘»&khg to his constitu- g

8 in Ward Five in

general and the first ministér to sx-
plain to the people of the province
what was meant by this uttérance, A
very thorough explanation should be
forthcoming of the manner in.which
‘this- matter of choosing the site was
undertaken. Feeling ran high  over
this guestion in Victoria; feeling ran
high “also in this--city over the. non-
fulfilment of the government’s promise
regarding -the..commencement of con-
struction.of the island section ‘of the
Canadfan Northern. - He believed that
it was on account of these - two, rea-
sons that the ‘government had. got
busy and settled the Songhees reserve
question. fe sl . ¥y
Public Buildings. =~ -

The policy of providing additionis
to' the parliament building was  a
Wwise one. The present buildings were
not of & sufficient sfze to meet ad-
ministrative requirerents’  But he
further bufld appropriate ' buildings
for courts’of Justice in this city. ~ In
his opinjon these should be situated
on the parliame:t "squars: * There was
no province which he knew which ex-
acted such high fees and gave such
& poor service as the province of Brit-
ish Columbia, and this was especially
8o in Victoria. The vaults in ‘the
local : offices 'were tiot safe:
contained valwable papers which were
liable to be'lost: through-fire: or~ bur-
glaryi~: v oo G B A
o7 - Land Polioy. z . 11505
| Mr Brewster dwelt at’ considerable
length ‘with the land policy of the
governmient.” “For' years he 'sald ‘the
Liberal - party had ' Beén - éndedvoring
to hammer  into ‘the heads *6f the gdv-
ernment of British Colimbia the ‘ne-
cessity’ ‘of “an - extensiVe land ' policy.
This was-a question on which he be-
lieved 'that ‘the governement would
eventually - meet” its Watetloo-* “He
alluded to~the number of speculators
who' “had ““takeén - up " =lgnds. “These
lands he said had: been taken ‘up sis
multaneously with the advent of the
explorer and. the ' prospector. : The ae-
tual spirit of the land act was deing
defeated_ in this province today. - He
instanced the:case of a~man of whkom
he head heard: just- wafting until ~<he
could ‘get 400 names when-he intend-
ed to take up 300,000 acres of land,
‘which would be purchased by English
icapital at: $2.50- per acre. .. The names
were got- here, in Vancouver, in: Se-
‘attle,. any; place, and sthose who-lent
their: names ' were perhaps  paid:: 50c.
‘for thé privilege, and :possibly a drink
might be thrown. in:te-make the bar-
gain more agreeable. The recent
Conservative convention; held at Nel-
son. had.passed- a.resolution - sirongly
urging the goveimment *to adopt - a
strenuous: land~policy =i~ The. Vietoria
board ‘oftrade—a body bfirepresenta-
tive 'men—had also passed a -resoiu-
tion .(which the: speaker read) asking
the -goveenment. to. take. this matten
in' hand.is;: One: would: have’ thought
that - after. the 'resolution passed Wy
the. Conservative . convention - there
would have. been some mention ‘of a
land policy in the speech  from: the
throne but ‘mone such . appeared.
_The- spirit -of the:~speculator;. said
the . speaker; -was ~entirely. ‘oppesed: to
actual-.,settlement.. .. The - speeulator
got- the:land at from $2.50.40 $5 .an
acre, and .sold it at from :$10- to $15
per acre.. If the policy of the. gqy-
ernment was, to enrich. the: treasury
by .the -sale. of its.lands< then surely.
the sanest, thing - that it~ could -do
would- -be to-go-into. the tand business
itself along the lines of the coloniza-
tjon companies. The - gavernment’s
present land policy he-believed. would
never. thrive. The one which should
be adopted was that advanced by the
Liberal party of the province: - -“The.
land _for . the  people, and the people
on the land.”- The land should™ be
husbanded for.the building-up of #gri-
culture.- ' This province was the rich-
est in Canada in her mines, her tim-
ber and’ ‘her “agricuMural resqgurces,
but of:these  three agriculture was the
foundation ‘of ‘prosperity.- There should
be ‘no land given to settlers except on
conditions“of permanent residence and
cultivation. .:The people were bound
to come in but-it was for the govern-
ment - to- sSee ‘that when they came in
there: should not be'"barriers erected
against them in the master of.obtain-
ing land. In:“Alberni-there was less
actual farming going on now than two
years ago, and the- reason of this’'was
beécause speculators had come in,
bought ‘up the land; and were await-
ing the advent of a .railroad :when
they would- be able to sell at a :profit,

He went “on to 'deal with the govern-
ment assessment on improvements
carried out on agricultural lands. That
he characterized as another deterrent
to settlers.. Was it not now time for
the- government ‘to come forward and
exempt” improvements on agricultural
lands from taxation.

Another matter-said Mr. Brewster
which deterred settlers from: coming
in was the workings of the school act
in isolated- districts. Settlers in - the
outside  districts = had@ to. some in
closer to civilization in order to find
schools for their children. Instead of
the government placing a burden on
each little district for school purposes
why did it not add so many mills to
the assessment and “then decide that.
'in each district where there were a
certain number -of -children: a- -school
should b~» provided He instanced
the Alberni district as being retarded
owing to the’lack of school facilities

“Everywhere,” said Mr, Brewster, in
conclusion, “ there has been one great |
note struck-during the year just pass-
ed. . That is the awaKening of demo-
cracy. Everywhere they are demand-
ing- their right.not to-be governed by
the few, but the right to govern them-
selves.” He alluded in this respect
to the recent -.vote imn.the. Victoria
municipal election, where a plebiscite

©

terim. repott, which he understood had
been handed to/ the provincial secre-

““t that - the local members of

decided that the license and. police

; 'TheH

¥ The time was co}
of democracy 'w

2 . The Premier '
. - The premier en‘rising -was greeted:

cgmplimented the members for Kam
loops --a.nd"_()omoi on: the -ability wi
which tifey had moved, and seconded
the address. i 5 - e
“With regard fo the criticism whic
coniés from’ thése. who do not see éye
to eve with ug,” he 8ald, “we fully ap+
preciate the respective positfons of the
member for ;‘I;fev?gig{sbtle ‘and \the mem-
ber for Alberni. I have heard many

castle on subjécts with which he had
some familiarity, and from my knowl-
edge of him I cannot say, that on this

his usual old-time fairness.. It is true
that at any rate in his opening obser=
vations, he failed as ¢ member of this
parlipment, and as a subject of . His
Majesty the King to..Tecognise  the
great . loss to the country in. the death

would ask that the ‘sbvernment'woura‘;“‘ King Bdward VI, a loss which the

life of thaf illuustrious monarch would
quite:justify.. I.dow’t think I am mis-

the. Empire.is there*an assembly more
loyal to the: flag.or more respeetful to
the conmstitution .than this legislative
assembly of..British. Columbia and the
pecple of sthis - province. Applause.)
The deeth. of - King Edward was un-
doubtedly recognised not alone within
the Empire,’ but; throughout the whole
‘werld as a very great loss. to human-
ity...We who Hved under ‘his: wise and
L benificent rule-Bad learned to-16ve him
r-pt only as a-constitutional monarch,
but as a -most hurane citizen. - Even
those v?ho were ‘not privileged to en-

ship looked' upan %is as a, gredt lover
of peage, and ope who would .go. to any
constitutional length to .secure.peace
before war.. . 4

“In his® son-~King> George, there ¢an

. that have elapsed since King“Edward
 died, hie *has 'shéwh that-we ~have" a
'monarch 'who intevery respéct will live
up-to’ the high example of his iHustri-
ous father, and wilF stand for the con-
tinnance of those British institutions
-and liberties ‘'we have enjoyed for gen-
'erations past.. -1 - 2l b
“""The Mivies ‘Departrhgnt

\ . The member for Newcastle was
unduly severe in his Teferences to my-
self and the départmént of mines.. I
:would naturally expect that as one who
Had Tor some years engaged. in .conl
Nnifiing“in British Columbia we. should
look to/him’ for some.counsel and ad-
Vice, and I venture,to say that when
the new Coeal Mings.Regulations. Act
is, brought down we ought. to have the
ggod fortune to enjgy his approval and
jassistance. But.E:annot iclaim that
We:can anticipate ahy- support of that
king, beqausz in' his'retharks yesterday
he strained himselfiin condemning not
only myself and the personnel® of the
department of minés; but”alsop reflsot-
;edron: the ‘efficiericy of 'the insfectors
‘of ‘minesin British Cofumbia. T can
well’ understand tHét' my- friend, pro-
;fessing as he does® Socialistic' prin-
ciples,” ¢ould not fail to speak of us in
extreme terms, but I am quite satisfied
that'if He would measure his statement
vith moré régird for moderation, with
more ‘regard for what is true, he might
in the end find more acceptance even
from his own followers than he may if
he continues.in the attitude he  has
already adopted in this debate, .. .,

"I have already, said that.it is not
fair,’ that unless 4 member has some
| Sbecific complaint against an .official
of ‘the civil seryice he should not make
a general charge. . I repeat that it has
been . our attempt.to so _perfect - the
A personnel of. _the, civil. service in - this
proyince. that .when .it. is \complete we
shall have-a civil;service: that would
do credit to any gountry. Following
the report of the comrriiséion we ap-
pointed to inquirée into the working of
the civil service, we are"trying to place
it ‘'on’ a basis above all party interests,
and on a plane comparable with that of
' th€ mother country. "That is the course
We have been encouraged to follow,
not only in this house, but in the coun-
try at large. We propose to-live up
to theé spirit .of the act, and have a
civil *service creditable .to this pro-
vince, but if we would do so we must
in this house pay that respect to the
civil service to which it is entitled, and
therefore I think that this practice of
making general, instead . of = specific
charges, is one that shguld be discour-
aged. If my honofable friend has any
specific. charges to make against Mr.
Shepherd; the chief inspector 6f mines,
I can promise ‘him an ‘investigation
that. shall"be in €very respect impar-
itial; and if:the'result of that investiga-
tion should show “that Mr. Shepherd is
not a fit man for that posfttion, it will
be my' duty and ‘that of this house to
see that some ‘suitable man is chosen
to fill his place; but if it should prove
that he s well fitted for the position,

castle -should ‘spread 'a rumor abroad,
with all the solemnity that attaches to
utterances in . this ' house, that Mr.
Shepherd is not fitted for his duties. I
have always found Mr. Shephérd tc be
a man who has not spared himsel® to
give time and attention to his duties,
‘and who has at all times proved.equal
Fto his task. As .to his assistants, not
one of them has been appointed  be-
cause of political alleglance, and the
same remark applies to Mr. Shepherd
himself. Before he was appointed all
the applications were referred to the
mineralogist of the province, and Mr,
Shepherd was appointed on the -un-
biased advice of Mr. Robertson. - His
assistdnts have been drawn from a list
of successful. candidates who have
graduated under my department, and
no _political scruples have influenced
their chdice.. - < : £
Accident ‘at Bellevue

“I" think _we are most fortunate in
British Columbi& in having such a man
as. Mr. Shepherd as Chief Inspector. of
Mines. -

with “hearty -applause. In opening hé}|

addresses from miy friend from New-

occasion he has acquitted himself with |

takerr when- I gay 4hat in no section of |

Joy the' advantages of British ‘citizen- |

besno-question that in the few nionths |

it is too bad that.my friend from New- |

w days ago when that].

. }it. Had wasted the‘people’s heritage. |}

-weight for Spring wearing , e
Colours are Grey, Brown, Copper Brown and

among them

3

No, they’re not Winter Suits, but-the ‘l;i”'”gbter

Navy. The new material novelty “Nub” is

:REMEMBER—La Vogue Styles are correct, and made by
expert hands—men-tailors—under rigid supervision—in-
dividually fitted upon live -models. This is your ane opp-
ortunity to purchase a Spring Suit at a Sale Price of $16.50

e .; 7
hastening to .the scene-and. rendéring
the most_efficient .aid-din. saving life,
nor ha\{g,‘the‘presﬁ ar. the people - of

Kootenay been sparing in their praise||.

of those gfforts. I appeal to the fair-
ness of my friend from Newcastle,

that if he wishes the .people of this!

country to listen to. advice from  his
lips, he should say something .in rec-
ognition of the bravery of these men.

I'may say in regard to Mr. Shepherd |

and his assistants, that the Provimee

of British. Columbia today is perhaps |}

in advance of all the other provifices
in securing the most up-to-date life
saving equipment. .- We have .installed
the Draeger apparatus in _all

alse taken steps to, have each station
equipped with -men.with the training
and “skill..ne¢essary should - they: be
called upon to..yse the apparatus.”

Mr. Willlams: “I would like to ask
the Premier if he. is aware of the at-
titude the Chief Insyector took a year
ago on _this. very -apparatus. - Is he
aware that he opposed it?”

Hon.. Mr: MeBride: “In answer  teo
my . friend: I -may say- that -when it
was first suggested (that the Draeger
life- saving apparatus should .be' geé-
ocured there was some question'as to
whether this apparatus: would . best
serve the purpose: for which it was
intended; -but there was mever ‘any op=~
position on the part of the efficials of
the department to the purchase of the
most up-to-date apparatds for saving
lite,” .

Mr. Williams said thut this- did not
meet his contention,” which was that
last year “when' he “had ‘called the at-
tention of the Inspector of coal mines
to the neéessity for inserting something
in the Act to’compel mining companies
to instal the life-saving apparatus he
(the Inspector) had apposed it. He
(Mf. Wiliams)  had “* told him that
whether " it were 'iriserted or not, he
would find some meahns of inserting it,
Within' 24 hours the bill' was with-
drawn-and &.-bill providing for this ap-
paratus introduced. The trouble was
there was too much politics in the de-
partment and—

The Speaker: “I. would remind the
honorable member that.he has already
spoken.” .

The Premier said he: was always glad
to give his-friend credit for any as-
sistance: he had accorded the Depart-
ment with reference to the Coal Mines
Act, and when the hill came before the
House he hoped for his consideration
on it. In regard to what may have
passed between his friend and the of-
ficials, he was not in-a position to
speak, but he did know that it was the
settled policy of the Department to se-
cure the most up-to-date life saying
apparatus, -and for this reasen thous-
ands of dollars have been spent in se-
curing the Draeger equipment.

“My fyiend irom Newcastle also had
had a. fling at my deputy, Mr. Tolmie,
who has been upwards of thirty years
in the serviee.of the Prdvince, and in
every capacity he has beer called upon
to fill he has proved an efficfent civil
servant. He may. not be an expert in
matters pertaining to coal mines, but
I venture to say that the permanent
head of my department in any matter
requiring atténtion. would lose no time
before acting. I regret that I have ad-

1 myself at such length to this

: onsidering the great.
< the. effic

coal |°
mines in British  Columbia and havel]
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, dust with flour and stew, for half

of chopped fat and lean veal; add

Mix

Browhing Salt, bottle .......
Curry Powder, 50c and
Parisian Essence, bottle .
Rennet, bottle

Junket Tablets, packet; ....

Hallowi Dates, 3 packets ...,.

SPECIAL TODAY

Smyrna Figs, Ib. .eocoiiiiiviarencosnsanoandsaadinaterivviessss 150

sessccssesae 2BC

|

Tels: 50, 51, 52

" DIXI H. ROSS & Co.

Independgnt Grocers, 1317 Government Street

Liquot 'Dept. Tel. 1590

-Acts like 2. ¢harm in
DIARRHCEA and is the only
= Specific in CHOLERA
: -and DYSENTERY."

-Sold in -Bottles by
all Chemists.
Prices in Eagland,’
- 1/1%, 2/9, 4/6.

THEORIGINAL and ONLY. ag‘uum:af/J

i Checks and arrests i
FEVER, CROUP, AGUE,

The Best Remedy knbwn for 3
COUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, BRONCHITIS.
‘The only Pafliative in
NEURALGIA, 60UT, RHEUMATISM.

Convincing Medical Teitimony accompanies each Botile,

W Sole Manufacturers,
- jcl, '8 T.—DAnugo:g. /

the Deputy Minister and the Chief In-
spector of Mines; I may have been just-
ified. With regard.to the other criti-
cisms of my friend from Newecastle I
do net think I need detain the House
at any .length. He simply criticised

we.-have attempted.. Those who have
sat in the House with the honorable
gentleman for a number of years
know how difficult it would be for
any- .Government to satisfy his crit-
icisms. I regret .that in his figst
speech.in this session he has fallen so
far below the reputation which for
many sessions past he has sustained.
A * Theé Liberal Criticism 3
“Now with regard to the Member for
Alberni, 'the Leader of the Liberal
party in' this House: 1 congratulate
him on his address this afternoon. I
can well understand that, situated as
-he is it mwust bé a most difficult task
that faces him in meeting the House
it every session: with no following in
| the Province. an

us severely for all the -public business,

siderable credit for his attempt this
afternoon. He is expected as leader of
the Liberal party to -find fault with
everything that this Government at- ;
tempts. There ‘is hothing we can do
that can meet the fancy of the Liber-
als. He closed his speech this after-
noon with some reference to the great
democracy, and ‘what we must expect
from the march of humanity in this
Province and the conditions which we
must presently meet. “Well,-if there is
any -organization in British Columbia
that recognizes the: potency of democ-
racy it is the Government of British
Columbia. This Government has al-
ways tried to b€ familiar with' their
-needs, and well up with” the advance-
ment of their country. There is no
better proof of .this ‘than the remark-
able record that within the past six
years it has appealed to the electors
of the country ot fewer than three
times in order to discqver ‘whether the
people approve of its policy. I do not
at the pol
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