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By Courier Leased Wire 
In the face of blazing oil, 

liquid fire, poisonous gas and 
every other horror known ito 
modern warfare, the British 
are slowly and stubbornly 
fighting their way to thé Dro- 
court-Queant line, the gate to 
Douai and Cambrai. and the 
principal link in the fetters 
welded on northern France by 
the Germans. General Haig is 
hammering all along the line, 
but it is around Queant, at the 
southern extremity that his suc
cess has been most marked and 
the correspomfing menace to 
the Germans greatest.

Queant is virtually pocketed. 
To the east, west and south the 
road is clear to the British, as 
far as natural barriers are con
cerned, except for part of the 
village of Bullecourt. After 
soF-6 of the grimn^t fighting 
seen on the western front, the 
British have driven their foes 
from one half of BuHecourt 
and unless the tide is promptly 
turned the village is lost to the 
Germans and the crushing in of 
the southern mid of the Dro- 
court-Queant line is inevitable.

A ray of sunshine has also 
fallen on British arms at sea. 
The great German submarine 
base at Zeebrugge and the na
val stronghold at Wilhelmsha- 
ven have been assaulted from 
sea and air apparently with no
table success. Zeebrugge is an 
absolutely artificial harbor, 
called into existence on the 
flats and Belgian coast by the 
exigencies of submarine war
fare and practically depending 
off its being on a great mole. 
This mole is said to have been 
breached by the British guns 
and the Germans must speedily 
repair^ the gap or the silting 
sands will complete the work of 
destruction commenced by the 
British gunners.

The only incident of moment 
in the other war theatres is a 
fresh Austrian report of a 
great artillery bombardment 
by the Italians on the Isonzo 
front. This may mean that ,the 
long inactivity of General Ca- 
dorna is about to be broken. 
The Italian situation has been 
wrapped in considerable ob
scurity and there have been un
comfortable rumors that the 
chaos in Russia was inspiring 
the Central Powers to mass 
forces for a great drive against 
Italy. These rumors have been 
somewhat offset by the accum
ulating evidence that Austria is 
seeking in every direction a 
path to peace and is willing to 
make great concessions toward 
that end.

There is nothing yet to indi
cate what the answer is to the 
Russian riddle. ' The reàignà- 
tion of General Komiloff, mili
tary commander. at Petrograd, 
because of his refusal to accept 
orders from the Council of 
Workmen’s and Soldiers’ dele
gates, heightens the impression 
of the growing power of the ra
dicals and the demoralization 
of the army. Apparently the 
provisional government must

rood control bills-Depated onej^Jy assert its authority or 
( Continued'on Page three) j abandon a pretensç at power.

.iBy Courier Leaeed Wire.

With the British Armies in France 
—(Correspondence of the Associated 
Press)—Three British soldiers who 
have just succeeded in escaping from 
a German prison camp a few milea 
back of the. fighting lines, tell a 
pitiable story of their treatment by 
the eqemy. They declared there was 
a great deal of sickness in the 
camp due to fatigue and starvation.

‘‘If we showed the slightest dis
position to get sick," said one of the 
men to the correspondent of the As
sociated Press to-day. “we- were 
either thrashed with whips or struck 
with the butt-end of a rifle." '

Although this soldier has been in 
enemy hands only three months, ho 
had dropped in weight from 182 to 
108. He was a living skeleton. His 
feet had been frozen and were gan
grenous for lack of treatment. The 
men had neither overcoats nor 
blankets during the coldest weather 
of the winter. When captured dur
ing a raid they wore leather Jackets. 
These the Germans took away from 
them immediately. They also strip
ped the rubber, lining from their 
shrapnel helmets and. 
their regimental badges for the brass 
that was in them.

One of the men during the peril
ous trip across No Man’s Land at the 
end of the escape, was badly wound
ed. For food, the prisoners received 
daily a quarter loaf of bread, one 
plate of thin soup and about every 
second day a cup of weak coffee sub
stitute. On a few occasions they had 
a bit of meat about the size of a 
lump of sugar, 
vere. compelled to work so near thje 
front they came under Shell fire from 
the British guns. This was an ex
ceptional instance, however, they 
said.

The French prisoners, on the other 
hand, are constantly employed just 
back of the firing line, and suffer 
many casualties. In the camp, how
ever, the French prisoners were 
better treated than the English. It 
was strange to hear this story in 
view of the sleek appearance of the 
German prispners in English hands, 
all well fed,'well nourished, paid for 
their bits of labor and permitted to 
buy-comforts at the canteens under 
the same conditions as the Tommies.

By Courier Leased Wire.

London, May 14.—12.10 p.m.— 
"Hostile raids were repulsed last 
night northeast of Epehy and north 
of Ypres.” says to-day's official an
nouncement. “We secured a few

By Courier Leased Wire. ,
Berlin, via London, May 14—While the baiting of the Im

perial Chancellor is going on tli c events of the past forty-eight 
hours would seem to indicate that Dr. von Bethmann-Ho'llweg’s 
position continues to be absolutely
turned from a hurried visit to great headquarters Saturday 
ing and left the same night for Vienna, after having spent the day- 
in conferring with the reichstag party leaders with respect to the 
interpellations on Germany's war aims. .

Both his visit to great headquarters and his trip to the Aus
trian capital were made in connection with the Chancellor’s declar
ation covering the war aims, which he will submit to the reichstag 
•Tuesday.
(desirous of avoiding an extensive or acrimonious debate and rep
resentatives of the latter will unite in a joint statement or present 
independent coinciding declarations.

'It is contended that the Chancellor holds enough strong cards 
in the present military situation, the success of the U-boats, the 
record sixth war loan and the improvement in the food situation 
to beat off his opponents, who have been at his heels for months past.

By Courier Leased Wire. 
London, :May 14—11:42 a.m.—British naval forces destroy

ed Zeppelin L-22 in the North- Sea this morning, according to an 
official statement issued by the admiralty.

The destruction of the L-22 marks the fourth attempt at Zep
pelin raids within the last year which has ended in disaster. Two 
of the mammoth airships were shot down during a raid on London 
on September 23, 1016 and two months later two more Zeppelins 
were destroyed off the English coast. On March 17, French ar
tillery men shot down a Zeppelin behind the French 'lines, while 
(it was endeavouring to reach Paris.

Dover, May 14—The concussion of the bombardment at Zee
brugge was felt-here and at neighboring coast places in a quite un
usual manner. Windows and doors rattled sharply although the 
battle was proceeding sixty miles away the reverberations of the 
guns caused the belief that the heaviest naval artillery was being 
employed.

Among the reports of the results current locally, was one to 
the effect that the great mole protecting Zeebrugge harbor was 
badly breached. If this proves true and quick repair is impossible 
the port is likely to be rendered useless by the rapid silting up of 
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These may merely be coincidences, 
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By Courier Leased Wire.

New York, May 14.—A 
agency despatch from Petrograd,

By Courier Leased Wire.

New York, May 14.—An Associa
ted Press despatch from Washing
ton this morning, says:

The States has been at war with 
Germany 39 days and practically all 
the measures through which the Am
erican Government is to do its part 
in the world’s battle for humanity 
and civilization still are in the talk
ing state in Congress. The accom
plishments since President Wilson 
convened the special war session on 
April 2 have been passage of the 
resolution declaring a state of war 
with Germany and enactment of the 
seven billion dollar loan law.

Those . who predicted Congress 
would provide the nation with the 
means for making war successfully 
and adjourn by June now have ex
tended their estimates to the middle 
of August. ' , ■

Pressed for speed by the adminis
tration on one side, and on the 
other by constituencies at home de
manding action, Congress 
many big things to do, and quickly if 
the- aid of the United States in the 
world war is to be of Its full value.

The immediate pressing need of 
the aid the United States can give 

•the Entente allies in the war on 
Germany is best known to the Pre
sident and his closest advisers, who 
have heard it from the heads of the 
French and British missions. Those 
to whom it has been communicated, 
have been impressed with the neces
sity of more accomplishments.

As Congress to-day went into its 
thirty-seventh working day the war 
program stood this way:

War tax bills under debate in the 
House and up for public hearings In 
the Senate finance committee. At 
the present rate of progress, it pro
bably will be up before one House 
or the other for at least a month.

Array bill—In conference again to 
thresh over the action of the House 
in restoring the so-called Roosevelt 
amendment. It provides the army, 
the allies need in France.

news
By Courier Leased Wire.

Petrograd, May 14.—-Via London 
—General Guchkoff, minister of war, 
has resigned.

In announcing his resignation aV 
yesterday’s meeting of the Congress 
of delegates from the front, M. 
Guchkoff read the following letter 
sent by him to Premier Lvoff:
- “in view of the condition In which 
the power of the government has 
been placed, especially the authority 
of the minister of war in relation 
to the army and the navy, a condi
tion which I am powerless to alter 
and which threatens to have conse
quences fatal to the defence, the lib
erty and 'even the existence of 
Russia, I can no longer exercise the 
functions of minister of war and 
marine and share responsibility -for 
the grave sin being committed ag
ainst the country.” *

No Armistice
Petrograd, May 14.—via London. 

—The semi-official news agency to
day gave out the following:

“The report that the council qf 
workmen’s and soldiers’ ; delegates 
has called for an armistice, is de
nied. The question of an armistice 
has never been raised by the coun
cil, which on the;contrftry is engaged 
ht present In drafting an appeal to 
the soldiers at the front, iterating 
out the inadvisability of a separate 
-peace or of fraternizing with the en- 
emy,” ; .j:!, -

BUS-DRIVERS 
ON STRIKE IN 

OLD LONDON

published here to-day, says:
“Germany has withdrawn forty di

visions (approximately 600,000 men) 
from the Russian east front and 
hurried them to France to oppose 
the Franco-British offensive, accord
ing to information from Russian 
headquarters, featured to-day in 
Petrograd newspapers.

New York, May 14.—A news 
agency despatch published here to
day follows;

With the French Armies in the 
Field, May 14.—Germany lost 200,- 
000 men in killed, wounded and cap
tured in the period from April 16 
to May 1, on the French front alone. 
In the two weeks since May 1, it 
was estimated to-day her additional 
losses have been proportionately 
greater even than this staggering 
mortality.

The figures on which this estimate 
based are those of headquarters. 

They are conservative, 
may be much more.

Between April 16 and 27, it is 
known the Germans were forced on 
account of losses to withdraw 20 

(approximately 300,000 
men) from the front, replacing them 
with fresh reserves. Since that date 
more than a dozen additional divis
ions have been similarly replaced. 
Many German divisions have been 
practically wiped out. . ..

French Official . ^ :
Paris, May 14 —The French last 

night repulsed German reconnoiter- 
ing parties northeast tot Vauxiallon, 
north of Craonne at Hill 108 and in 

The tem- the Champagne, the war office re- 
The German losses were

By Courier Leased Wire.

Amsterdam, via London, May 14. 
—The food debate, in the reichstag 
ended on Saturday when Adolf von 
Batocki, president of the food regu
lation board, announced that a com
mittee representing all parties in the 
reichstag would make a fortnight’s 
tour of inspection so as to learn ‘food 
conditions throughout 
Herr Batocki said that a better mu
tual understanding was necessary as 
up to the present, relations between 
the different factions had been grow
ing steadily worse.

The food controller declared that 
it would be fatal if the country re
turned to peace with the present 
bitter feeling continuing between the 
town and country, and between the 
consumer and producer. He added 
that if an improvement did not oc
cur, Germany would be unable to 
perform her economic tasks after

V

“'petrograd,‘via London, May 14- 
The Russkaya Volia says tha 
German officers, a c°lon®*’ttv op- tain and a lieutenant, recently ap 
proached the German Unes in th 
Dvinsk region with a whiteasked for an interview with the c ^
manding general for the impose of 
ooening''pour parlers. They were 
received by General Diagomirott 
whom they made vague statements 
âbom paving the way for more con 
crete negotiations with the Russian 
Government. The Germans sugges 
ted that a neutral point be de“<led 
upon for the opening ,°f 
tiens. _ General Dragomiroff bhratiy 
rejected their proposals , declaring 
that they involved treachery to Rus
sia’s allies, and sent the envoys 
back to their own line.

Ten Thousand Motor Em* 
ployees Quit Work in

English Capital V
—-*$>-—

TRAFFIC TROUBLES

Marshall Joffre to be Hon
ored by Native# De

partment :

Germany.

arc (MMThe totals
Leased Wire.By Courier

. London, May 14—London is with
out motor buses to-day, 10,001) em
ployees of both sexes being out on 
strike. Many thousands of workers 
were unable to reach work on tlmo 
through the congestion on the trim 
lines, trains and underground sys
tem. . X 3

All sorts of vehicles'were pressed | 
into service to carry workers to the 
munition centres. At the railroad 
stations quequs were formed under 
the supervision of - the police. ;

To Honor Joffre .- ’i
Perpignan, Frace, May 14—A 

committee of prominent men In tfie 
department of PyrenesS-Orlentales, 
Marshal Joffre’s native region, has 
been formed with the object of pre
senting the victor- of the Marne with 
a sword of honor and a marshal's 
baton. Mayor Denis of Perfrtgnatt ts 
president. The president of the 
commune of La Balvetat and the 
mayor of Riversalt, Marshal Joffrs’3 
home town arq vice-presidents, _

divisions the war.
Shipping Resumed.

London, May 14.—German and 
Austrian ships owners have lately 
resumed shipping in the North Sea, 
according to a Rotterdam despatch

Weather Bulletin
” C Toronto May 14.

--The eastern dis
turbance is centred 
near Sable Island, 

strong 
winds

l>1 DOUiGr PICKET. 
DUTY OHOEftf* to the Daily Mail. Nine German and 

SOCIALIST CONGRESS one Austrian steamer are said to
havè entered the Hook of Holland 
last week, while six sailed. Most of 
the arrivals were from Hamburg, 
Bremen and the Baltlce.

causing 
northeast 
and showers in 
the Maritime pro
vinces.
perature was a lit- ports, 
tie higher yester- large.
day in Ontario __
and the fine, warm U. S. AND AUSTRALIA
weather cohtinues By Courier Leased wire, 
in the west. Melbourne, May 14, via London—

FORECASTS: Minister of Defense Pearce is taking 
Fresh northwest steps to ascertain If the United 

winds; fine. Tues- States will permit Americans in Aus- 
day—westerly winds; fine and a little tralia to enlist in the Australian

i army. ÉÉÜÈmiiÈmtoiig|É*^taéeéM

By Courier Leased Wire.
Stockholm, via London, May 14— 

The left Wing et the Swedish Social
ist party opened jts constituent con- 

More than
w
ST'

¥ gress here on Sunday.
200 Swedish delegates and several 
foreign representatives were present.^ This is the first despatch to indi

cate an attempt by the Germans to 
operate, A regular steamship service 
outside of the Baltic since the early 
days of the war, although isolated 
instances have been reported of Ger
man merchant ships being sighted 
off the Dutch coast.

A

■ RETURNING SOLDIERS
By Courier Leased Wire.

Quebec, Q. May 14—A British 
ship is due here this afternoon with 
six hundred Invalided soldiers;

“Zimmie”

warmer. - ——/1 • -4- -
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