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JESUS AND THE DOCTORS, 46-50.
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stature, and in favor
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ith us? Look at the anxiety your -
ther n’nd T have had in searching
R you.” g
V. 49. The answer of Jesus is the
rliest of his recorded words. “Did
pu not know that I had to be in my
; g e” (or “at my Father’s
usiness”) ? The words are remark-
ble (1) as the expression, thus early
h the life of Jesus, of a nece sity to
hich _he surrendered hims€lf, “the
Wssity of always obeying the guid.
fc8 of God as it revealed itself in
sciousness (2) as a confession of
sense of God as Father. In Jesus’
y it was not uncommon for men to
ak of God as the heavenly Father,
none put into that name the won.
pus depth of loving meaning which
Pus _put into it, because no other
hred his unique experience. Men
bke of God as Father, and yet did
see God clearly and rightly, and
not draw’ the proper inferences
their own lives. But Jesus lived
God, and his first task was to re-
al to men what God is and means to
for man, This absorption in_ the
pught of God takes precedence over
other interests and duties,
. JESUS AT HOME, 51, 52,
8. b1, 52. Jesus, with all his unique
pwledge, is the pattern of a hoy’s
ing obedicnce to his earthly par-
. His mother has Jjoy in the re-
flection of z1l hjs words and descs,
52 is famous as a statement of the
urfold iife” of the boy Jesus. In-
ectually, physically,  relj iously,
il socially Jesus grows in grace and
favor with God and man, We can-
of course, divide life into com-
tments, or separate the intellec-
1, physical and social development
An individual from his religious de-
ppment.  Religious growth is ihe
¢ foundation of right development
pther spheres. Religious life must =
P pace with our other acquire.
ts or true development will be
ested.

APPLICATION.
Yy Father. We study to-day the
rait of a perfect boy. Jesus pass-
hrough all the experiences of
hood. He was born, lived and
, loved by, and obedient to his
pnts.  And just as his birthday
before his development from
vhood to boyhood, so there came
great day of his personal con-
8ness that he was at the thresh-
bf a new larger life, His first
ded words are about that spirit-
eXperience. Before this, most of
decisions had been guided by
. Those older than he was would
“You must,” and he would obey.
this day the guidance came, not
without, but from within. He
a great decision. No one could
it for him. An inner voice of
from God, taught him to say, “I
L” A similar change came to lit-
amuel about the same age. His
y teacher taught him to say in
to the voice, “Speak Lord, for
ervant heareth.” ~ Jesus gave to
oice a new meaning and its true
beautiful name. He said “my
er.”  After this his parents knew
heir boy was growing up. What
PPy world it would be if all boys,
at momentous turning point in
ves, would decide, Jesus did,
in 21l things tha will of the
asper,
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