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ETERNITY.
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A.D., 1617--- 18.

Eternity ! Eternity !
How long nrt thou, Eternity !

Yet onward still, to thee we speed 
As to the fight th’ impatient steed,
As ship to port, or shaft from bow,
Or swift as couriers homeward go;

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

Eternity ! Eternity !
How long nrt thou, Eternity !

Caine their a bird each thousandth year, 
A sand grain from the hills to bear, 
When all had vanished, grain by grain, 
Eternity would still remain :

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

Eternity ! Eternity !
How long art thou. Eternity ?

As long ns God shall God remain,
So long shall last hell's torturing pain, 
So long the joys of heaven shall be:
O long delight ! long misery !

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

Eternity ! Eternity !
How long art tlinu, Eternity !

O man, let oft thy niusings dwell 
Upon thy dreadful woes of hell,
Often the saints all-glorious lot,
For both shall last when time is not, 

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

Eternity ! Eternity !
How long art thou, Eternity !

A moment’s pleasure sinners know, 
Through which they pass to endless wee; 
A moment’s woe the righteous taste, 
Through which to endless joy they haste; 

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

Eternity ! Eternity !
Ilow long art thou, Eternity !

Who looks to thee alone is wise,
Sin’s pleasures all he can despise,
The world attracts him now no more,
Ilis love for vain delights is o’er,

Mark well, O man, Eternity !

The foeman of Oppression,
And its armour it the Troth.

Old Error with Its legions 
Must fall beneath its wrath :

Nor blood, nor tears, nor anguish, 
Will mark its brilliant path,

But onward, upward, Heavenward, 
The spirit still will soar,

Till Pkacs and Love shall triumph, 
And Falsehood reign no more.

-------- m -------
TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW.

Dou’t tell me of to-morrow !
Give me the man who’ll say,

That when a good deed's to be done 
Let's do the deed to-day,

We may all command the present,
If we act and never wait;

But repentance is the phantom 
Of the past that comes too late !

Don’t ta|l me of to-morrow !
There is much to do to-day 

That can never bo accomplished,
If we throw the hours away.

Every moment has its «duty—
Who the future can foretell ;

Then why put off till to-morrow 
What to-day can do as well ?

Don t tell me of to-morrow !
If we look upon the past,

Ilow much that we have left to do 
We cannot do at lost !

To-day ! it is the only time 
For all on this frail earth ;

It takes an ago to form a life,
A moment gives it birth.

Revival Intelligence.
We stated last week that it was our desire to have 

then given a summary of Revival intelligence, but 
that circumstances had prevented its accomplishment. 
A pressure of other engagements has very materially 
interfered with its being done this week. We shall 
however cull from our Exchange papers a few of the 
more interesting instances which have come under 
notice. East and West, North and South have been 
visited by the outpourings of the Spirit, and the ser­
vants of the Most High have been made to rejoice 
at the trophies which have been won by llis Grace, 
It is a cheering consideration that amid all the deaden­
ing influences of a mad race, by the vast majority of 
mankind, after the means of gratifying the desires 
of a carnal nature—amid the toil and trouble which 
men undergo to acquire, if possible, an extra share of 
the dross and tin of this worlds goods,—there are yet 
those who are led by the Spirit of God to renounce 
the world and its varieties, and seek to acquire the 
true riches. That amid all the selfishness w ith which 
human nature abounds there are those who although 
in the possession of talents and energy, which would 
enable them to shine in any sphere, and gain wealth 
and worldly applause—yet, oppressed with a sense of 
the value of immortal souls, and of their duty to do 
what they can to direct these souls to the Saviour : 
have devoted those talents and that energy to the 
proclamation to their perishing fellow-men of the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. Ministering to 
us as they do in Spiritual things let us remember 
that it is our duty to minister to them in carnal 
things, and liberally supply their temporal wants.

In addition to the instances of revival lately ad­
verted to as centring within ottr own borders, we 
have to mention another, which indeed ought to have 
been noticed before, but the letter was overlooked.— 
By a letter from brother Baker, at Caradoc, dated 
about six weeks since, we were informed of n revival 
in that region in the course of which he had baptized 
ten converts; and when he wrote many others were in 
an enquiring state of mind.

THE SPIRIT OF PROGRESS.

The gloomy night is breaking 
E’en now the sunbeams rest,

With a faint yet cheering radiance 
On the hill-tops of the West.

The mists are slowly rising 
From the valley and the plain,

And a spirit is awaking,
That shall never sleep again.

And ye may hear, that listen,
The spirit's stirring song,

That surges like the ocean,
With its solemn bass along.

“ Ho ! can ye stay the rivers,
Or bind the wings of light,

Or bring back to the morning 
The old departed rig.it ?

“ Nor shall ye check its impulse,
Nor stay it for an hour,

Until earth’s groaning millions 
Have felt its healing power 1 ”

That spirit is progression,
In the vigor of its youth ;

Revivals at Missionary Stations.
Rev. G. E. Bailev, of Tremont, III., informs us that 

a work of Divine grace exists in the church under 
is care. Several jiersons have been hopefully con­

verted, and others are evidently anxious about the 
state of their souls.

Rev. N. V. Steadman, of Evansville, la., informs 
os of a very happy state of religious interest in 
Davis Co. A considerable number of persons have 
been baptized there.

Indications of a work of grace are enjoyed by the 
church at St. Paul, Minnesota, under the ministry of 
Rev. J. P. Parsons, their pastor ; and at Stillwater, 
in the same State, where Rev. Wm. C. Brown has 
his principal station.

The Spirit of truth and grace also appears to be 
poured out on the church at Grande Ligne—a station 
of the Swiss Mission in Canada ; and several fami­
lies at Sherington and Lacule, stations under the 
care of Rev. Mr. Cyr, are inquiring after the truth.

The last letter from Rev. John Eschman, of the 
German church in New York, makes mention of times 
of revival in that church, of a very encouraging 
nature. His letter is crowded out.—Hone Mission 
Record.

week*. At Deposit, a revival has been enjoyed for 
a few weeks past like that experienced 20 or 80 
years ago. In Tompkins, the town in which Deposit 
is located, it is believed a hundred have been converted 
of late.

A correspondent informs us, under date Jan. 27th, 
that “ the people of Grafton Rensselaer county, are 
enjoying a season of refreshing from the prescence 
of the Lord. The Divine blessing falls like drops of 
water upon a thirsty ground. Some twenty souls 
have recently been made the happy recipients of 
God’s renewing grace, and seventeen have just been 
added to the Baptist church in eaid town. The good 
work seems to increase in power. Preaching by J. 
S. Servis.”

Rev. George M. Spratt writes us from Factory ville 
under date Feb. 6th, 1850, as follows;—

“ Revivals are thickening around ue. The E finira 
church are fdvored with very encouraging symptoms. 
The^lig Flat church, under the pastoral care of Rev. 
James I,. Coffin are being richly blessed. On the 
4th inst., brother Coffin baptized ten recent converts. 
The day previous I baptized two in Fairport. Our 
Ministerial Conference is now in session at Factory - 
ville, and is interesting. The Bible Society and the 
Missionary cause are sharing largely in our sympa­
thies. Brother Osgood is present with us.”

The Tennessee Baptist brings the following revi­
vals:—The Knob Spring church have had a revival, 
anil thirty-two out of filty converts have been accept­
ed for baptism. At Bethel, six Baptisms and fifteen 
conversions. At Athens they have had a revival.— 
E. Haynes, writing from Ouachita county, Ark., re­
ports seventy-four added to the church as the fruits 
of several protracted meetings he had held. Among 
the number baptized were Presbyterians, Methodists, 
and Campbellites.

V. Pinkerton writes to the Western Christian, 
from Silver Lake III., that “a general revival of re­
ligion lias been in progress in this neighbourhood for 
some time past. Perhaps there are not less than 
thirty or forty in this, and in another school district 
some five miles distant, who have hopefully embraced 
Jesus as their all, and are rejoicing in the faith of 
the Gospel.

Thirty-four have been added to the church in lien 
derson, Ky., and there are still more than thirty in­
quirers.

The .V. Y. Recorder of 13th Feb., contains nearly 
two columns of Revival notices in different parts of 
the United states, reporting an aggregate of over 
700 baptisms. The following are some of the more 
interesting cases.

The Rev. E. Hurlburt, writing from Elizabethtown, 
N. Y., Jan. 17th, Bays:—

“ The precious news of a revival will be the more 
welcome to you, when you learn that the Lord has 
revived his work among the inhabitants of these 
hills and vales, with which you are familiar. Some 
time in October it became evident that the Lord was 
by his Spirit at work on the minds of some in our 
congregations, in different parts of our scattered 
church and society. The 8th day of November 1 
baptized one convert in our beloved Hoquette ; since 
which time I have baptized thirty-one more, and 
have had ten added by restoration and experience, 
[having been previously baptized,] making an addi­
tion of forty-two to our Zion, and such has been the 
means which God has employed that he has secured 
all the glory to him who is Supreme Head of the 
Church. We have had no preaching except such as 
we have sat under for four years past, that is, we have 
had no foreign aid. The Lord has worked powerful­
ly by his own Spirit and his word, and is still at work. 
VVe expect soon to bury others in baptism. At 
Westport, 1 hear, about forty have been baptized.

The last Baptist Register reports the following 
revivals : — Rev. D. W. Litchfield, pastor of the 
Baptist church, Benton Centre, had, tap to the 28th 
ult., baptized fifty-eight, and there were other can­
didates, The qprk is still going on. February 1st, 
a revival had been in progress at Adams Basin three

Religious Interest in Chicago.—Religions meet­
ings are being held every evening by the two Baptist 
churches in this city. Several have been baptized. 
May the Lord refresh all his people in this city by a 
general and gracious visitation of bis Spirit. The 
Methodists and some of the other churches, we hear, 
have also increased the number of their meetings.— 
The first Monday in January was observed by several 
of the churches as a day of prayer. In the Norwe­
gian church in this city we understand there is con­
siderable interest, twenty-two members have been 
received and nearly two hundred persons atiend the 
prayer-meetings.—Watchman of the Prairies.

We also clip the following from n succeeding 
number of the Recorder :—

We understand that the worx is gradually progres­
sing at Laiglit street, and that the meetings are in­
creasing interest. Itev. Mr. Wescott, who has been 
laboring for the church for some weeks past, baptized 
eleven on Sunday last, and seven the preceding Sab­
bath. The meetings arc to be continued the present 
week.

At Hoboken, N. J., the work of Grace still con­
tinues. Last Sunday nine were baptized, and sev­
eral Olliers are expected to go forward next Lord's 
day.

We take pleasure in presenting the following ex­
tract from a letter written us by Rev. Professor G. 
11. Bliss, of Lewisburg University, Pa. :—

“ You bave, I believe, had some notices in the Re­
corder of the religious awakening with which we 
have lately been blessed. Commencing in the 
church here, it soon pervaded our entire institution, 
and has resulted already, I am confident, in the con­
version of more than sixty souls. As pastor pro tern. 
of the church, which was but a lecble handful, 1 
have had the pleasure of welcoming to her fellow­
ship more than her previous number of members ;_
and 1 am mistaken if the*ruits of this gracious visi­
tation are not shared hereafter by the ends of the 
earth.”

A revival at Oak Hill has resulted in the conver­
sion of thirty or more, twenty of whom have been 
baptized.

A friend writes us as follows :—I hear by a private 
note from brother Harvey, of the Baptist church at 
Homer, Cortland county, N. Y., that the church un­
der his charge “ is in the midst of much deep reli­

ions feeling. Meetings are held nearly every even­
ing, and there are a number anxious, and the feeling 
among Christians is different from what it lias been 
for years. The health of brother Ilarvey is at beet 
feeble—though remarkably sustained.”

The Baptist Danner says :—“Rev. James Kirtley, 
pastor of the East Baptist church, baptized fourteen 
on Sabbath last. There are still some eighteen or 
twenty to be baptized.”

The same paper says:—“There is quite a reli­
gious interest in the First Baptist church, New Al­
bany, Indiana. Eight or ten have been approved as 
candidates for Baptism. The exercises have been 
held every night for two weeks. More than sixty 
had been added to the Baptist church in Henderson up 
to last Tuesday. The meeting was then in progress 
with more than thirty inquirers.”

From the Journal and Messenger, we learn that 
the Unity Baptist church, la., and the second Mount 
Pleasant church, la., have lately enjoyed revivals of 
religion. Eighteen have been added to the latter by 
baptism.—Recorder, Peb. 20.

The Philadelphia Christian Chronicle has among 
others the following items :—

BAPTISMS IN THE CITY LAST SABBATH.
Rev. Mr. Kennard baptized three.
Rev. Dr. Malcom, three.
Rev. Mr. McKean, one.
The Rev. Mr. Fieischman baptized seven, at the 

the Baptistry of Rev. Mr. Burrows’ church. We 
are gratifiât! to learn, that this German interest is in 
a very prosperous state. The church are seeking a 
better place of worship, and have in view the house 
lately oeefipied by the Mt. Tabor Church. We hope 
they will receive the encouragement and aid they 
need from the friends of Zion.

The meetings at the First Church have been con­
tinued, and with increasing interest. We are in­
formed that several have professed conversion, and 
that others are still seriously inquiring.

Lower Dublin.—A powerful work of grace is in 
progress in this place. The Rev. Mr. Lewis baptized 
twenty last Sabbath, and presented the hand of fel­
lowship to fifty-five. These additional thirty-five 
have been recently baptized. A cloud of mercy 
seems to hang all around the city, and it is hoped 
will soon he attracted to it, and that multitudes will 
share in the blessing.

Wbstchbsthb.—There is a cheering work of the 
divine spirit progressing in this village. The pastor 
of the Baptist church, Rev. Mr. Ration, baptized the 
last Sabbath in December, eleven converts, eight 
males and three females, It was a solemn and im­
pressive occasion, and a great number was in attend­
ance to witness the scene.

Willistown.—The Willistown Baptist Church 
has enjoyed, for some months past, a very pleasant 
state of things. Bro. Jones baptized five in Decem­
ber, and seven in January, and expects to baptize 
more this month. The church seems partially re­
vived ; their prayer meetings are very interesting, 
and «roll atte&lçd.

Brook lu, N. Y.—The N. Y. Evening Post of 
Monday, says:—

** In the Pierre pont Street Baptist Church, of which 
the venerable Dr. Welch, formerly of Albany, is 
pastor, an interesting revival of religion fs progres­
sing. During the last week a large number of per­
sons were converted, and the work still continues 
with increased prospects of success.”

Fairfax, Vt.—The revival in Fairfax was men­
tioned in our last. A correspondent of the Chronicle 
writing from a town in that vicinity, January 7th, 
says:—

“ There is a very extensive revival going on in 
Fairfax,—the most general and powerful that has oc­
curred since the town was settled. There arc be­
tween one and two hundred conversions. The work 
baa been in progress two or three months. The Bap­
tists, Methmiists, and Congregationalists are alike 
sharers in the gracious visitation. Every mark of 
gqpuineness characterises the work. In some of 
th* neighbouring towns there is more or less of in­
terest."

A very interesting work of grace is in progress in 
the Newhninpahire State prison, located at Concord, 
the Capitol. Of eighty-five inmates, twelve have 
been hopefully converted ; and nearly all the prisoners 
are the subjects of religious influence.

This is good news from such a quarter, the home 
of hardened criminal transgressors. And if truly re­
generated by the Word and Spirit of God to come in 
possession of the meek and subdued Spirit of Christ, 
this is the best safeguard for the future. Surely wc 
ought to pity, as Christians, these unfortunate men 
and labor for the salvation of their souls.

Rockkoud, Ala.—Rev. James M. Balter, of this 
place, informs the Baptist Advocate, by lettery’that 
lie has baptized 160 converts during the last year.

By bees Road Church, (Va.)—The pastor, \ltev. 
Wm. S. Parish, informs the Religious Herald,Vt^t 
lie baptized, the first week in December, eleven con­
verts, and expects to baptize several more soon, lie 
states further, that sixty, nearly all whites, have re­
ceived baptism during ilie year. He adds that not 
long since, he baptized into the fellowship of the 
Foster Creek Church, eleven colored persons.

Providence, R. I.—Revivals are in progress in the 
Power street Methodist Episcopal church, and in the 
Baptist Tabernacle church; in the latter, in connec­
tion with the preaching of Rev. James Swan.

Bristol, R. 1.—Hopeful appearances arc spoken of 
in l lie Baptist, Methodist and Congregational churches 
particularly in the first.

A revival,of almost pcntacosta! character, is reported 
by T. R. Owen, in the Baptist Begister, as having 
commenced in Monmouthshire mid Glamorganshire, 
Wales. About 401) were added to the church at 
llermon Nantyglo, in the space of a few weeks pre­
vious to the 1st nf September last. At Zion's chapel 
133 were baptized during the month of August.— 
Many Backsliders were recovered, and scores of in­
quirers were before the church. The revival was 
experienced in a like degree ol power, by the churches 
at Ebenezer, Aberconad, Adullilm, Soar Tabernacle, 
hcr. W. K. Davies, of Dowlais, baptized more than 
a hundred in one day. The above named churches 
are only some of the foremost in the revival ; “it 
blazes powerfully,” says the narrator, “in many other 
places."’—B est. Christian.

Since the commencement of the protracted meeting 
in the Second Baptist Church, St. Louis, about twen­
ty have been baptized on a profession of faith in 
Christ. Last Sabbath evening an interesting scene 
occurred in the house of worship. At the close of 
the sermon, Dr. Jeter, after an appropriate address, 
descended from the pulpit into the baptistery and im­
mersed five young ladies, two of whom were Sunday 
scholars.

Immediately following, five candidatessly
Ge

from
people [one man and four fe- 
by Elder Shoemaker, who was

Holland and German 
males] were baptized
ordained the preceding Sabbntli. The formula and 
addresses were in the language of Holland for three, 
and in German lor two. Thus the divine institution 
was performed, before a large assembly, in three lan­
guages.

A Brief Sketch of the History of ihe 
Baptists in Great Britain.

BY a. H. orchard.

Part If.—Prom the Year 1600 to the present time.
10. Queen Elizabeth's measures against nonconfor­

mists had been so energetically carried out by
1G00 her servant», in their zeal for episcopacy, that 

it is quesliouabi'. whether, in the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, n congregation could have 
been gathered in any part of the kingdom. The peo­
ple in general appear to have resigned all pretensions 
to liberty, both civil and religious; and the nation, 
from the absence of spiritual instructors, was fast re­

turning to its early state of barbarism. On
1603 Queen Elizabeth’s demise, James, King of 

Scotland, was welcomed to the throne. In
Scotland lie had experienced interruptions in his 
çounctls from the national clergy; and in his new si­
tuation many ol those refused subscription to his arti­
cles of religion. To these indomitable spirits, James 
observed, “ l our scruples have a strong tincture of 
anabaplism." The King subsequently refused all 
concessions to nonconformists.

11. The claims ol the ceremonies and customs of 
the Romish and English churches were now discussed 
by men of considerable talent and research: one re­
sult was, that the baptists were found to be the only 
body of professors against whom the argument used 
in opposition to ceremonies unknown to Scripture, 
had no force. Their decided and uncompromising 
testimony against a custom sanctioned by all othe'r 
parties, aroused the animosity of the whole body of 
disputants. The Brownists (independents), in justi­
fying the practice of infant sprinkling, accused the 
baptists of having proclaimed open war against God's 
everlasting covenant, and of murdering the souls nf

babes and sucklings, by depriving them of the
1604 visible seals of salvation. To line extravagant 

charge, Mr. Smyth,—a respectable man, and
one of the leaders among the baptists,—replied in a
work entitled, • The Character or the Beast.”__
He thus -expresses the sentiments of the baptists 
that day, and their reasons for separating from 
the ptudubaptista: “Bo it known, therefore, to all 
the separation, that we account them in respect 
of their constitution to he as very a harlot as either 
her mother England or her grandmother Rome is, out 
of whose loins she came. The true constitution of a 
church is of a new creature baptized into the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost: the false constitution is of in­
fants’ baptism,” tic.

12. The misrepresentations by which the psedo- 
baptisis assailed the sentiments of the baptists at this

period in reference to infant salvation were
1610 well calculated to prejudice their cause. The 

Mennonite brethren, or family of love, who had
for half a century maintained their position in the 
kingdom, memorialized the king on these misrepre­
sentations, hoping, from his inaugural declaration, to 
obtain protection; but their prayer was disregarded, 
and their situation became increasingly critical. Mr. 

Wrightman, a baptist, was convicted of divers
1611 heresres, December 14, 1611, and was burnt 

rooq after, The first and the list martyrs iq
England were baptists, Some of them now émigra» 
ted to America, and honorable mention is made of 
them in tint land. Mr, Smyth and his brethren were 
the first to publish a work against persecution. It 
was entitled, “ Persecution Judged and Condemn­
ed»" This book was dedicated tq all that truly wish 
Jerusalem's prosperity and Babylon’s destruction. It 
is well written; it mentions the long and harassing 
sufferings which the baptists hud been exposed to, and 

the patience with which they had endured 
1618 them. In further vindication of their views, a 

Dutch work was translated, entitled, “A Plain 
AND WBLL-aaOUNDBD TkEATTSB CONCH*.NutnBxyrJSM.'
The ceeien(* of this little boçk occasioned considera­

ble alarm, and the council was prevailed on to Issue 
a proclamation against the baptists end their 

1*80 books. Thev once more appenled to the king:
avowed nobly their peculiarities, represented 

hardships end grievances they had endured under his 
government, and entreated some mitigation of hie 
measures. Their appeal proved to be of no avail,

18. Charles the First succeeded to the throne of 
bis father, 1625. The poritsn party now poe- 

1686 eeeeed considerable strength and influence 
among the representatives of the people. This 

circumstance, however, did not aid the separatists, 
and their difficulties led many to seek an asy- 

1630 lam abroad. Among these was Mr. Roger 
Williams, who became a baptist, and who 

raised a baptist church in Rhode Island, and by a 
disinterested exemple, exhibited the first pattern of 
religious and civil liberty to the surrounding nations. 
Society in England now became very unsettled, and 
to this state of thiags the religious controversies con­
tributed. Among the works which issued from the 
press were various treatises on dipping and pouring 
in baptism. The investigation Caused the sentiments 
of the baptists to become widely diffused; and many 
pœdobnptists were united by immersion to their 
churches, which were formed on the principle that 

unity of view is essential to gospel order.— 
1633 These communities were called to experience 

much opposition; and their sufferings, with 
those nonconformists in general, roused the nation to 
abolish episcopacy and the monarchy.

14. The confused state of the nation permitted the 
baptists to propagate their religious sentiments

1640 with freedom. The cessation of the privileges 
of episcopalians allowed some and led others to

examine the word of God for themselves; and a degree 
of light broke upon the people only then enjoyed. A 
dissemination of unfettered truth greatly increased 
the baptist communities. Home of their ministers are 

spoken of as men of learning and respectability
1641 even by their enemies. Their popularity drew 

forth many severe pamphlets from those who
had no other wrapen to wield. They defended them­
selves in a work entitled, “A Treatise on Dipping.” 
Other publications followed, and the scriptural doc­
trine of believerd immersion took deep hold of the
miltrltt nf t fin Mllfrlish nnmiln H’lin nrilinnnim lira aminds of the English people. The ordinance was 
openly proclaimed and openly administered. This suc­
cess called forth the pa-dobs ptists; public discussions 
between Christian ministers on the mode and subjects 
of baptism continued for years, which very much in­
creased the baptist brethren. To confirm converts in 
their scriptural views, and convince the public of the 
reasonableness of their doctrines and practice, the 
London churches put forth a confession of faith, in 
filty-two articles. Mr. Cornwall also published his
1643 “ Vindication op the Royal Commission op 

Kino Jesus.” This work was dedicated to the
House of Commons, and was distributed at the doors 
to its members. These efforts were attended with 
success. Neal says that “ the baptists increased 
wonderfully.” There were many of them in the 
army; indeed, “ the anabaptists were Oliver's favo­
rites in conflict;” and Baxter, who was chaplain to 
the Protector, says, “ they were a godly set of men.”

15. One cause of their success was supposed to be 
the general prejudice against dipping new-

1644 born infants, on account of the unpleasant ca­
sualties it sometimes occasioned. Pouring was

a novel rite, and many were opposed to any alteration. 
The controversies had also convinced vast numbers 
that infant baptism had not a shadow of support front 
the word of God. The quantity of water to be used 
was now very solemnly discussed; and sprinkling w as 
at last deemed sufficient for all the purposes of Chris­
tian baptism. This declaration occasioned many 
mock ceremonies, which irritated the boflp" of pœilo- 
baptists exceedingly. A gathering storm from the 

union of opponents prompted Mr. Roger VVil-
1645 liants, of Rhode Island, who was on a visit to 

England, to publish “ The BLoony Tenet of

Persecution for the Cause of Conscience,” Spnn- 
Itcim sent forth his “England warned bt Germa­
ny 8 Woes.” Considerable union of effort w*as now 
apparent to crush the baptists. Their enemies sought 
parl'amcntary aid “to suppress the prevailing errors 

and heresies which overrpread the land."—
1646 The government prohibited the baptists in the 

army from preaching and baptizing. To
meet these orders, and counteract their baneful effects, 
the baptists sent forth a confession of their faith and 
practice, addressed to parliament, with sixteen minis­
ters' signatures. This was supported by Blackwood's 
“ Stohm or Anti-Chkist.” The baptists exceeded 
at this period all the sects of the land. “ Persons of 

this persuasion filled the army with preaching, 
1617 praying, and valiant men.”—Russell. Their 

services and sentiments were considered by 
parliament, and a declaration ..as made in their favor. 
It is acknowledged that a feature of sanctity at this 
time appeared among all classes in the nation. The 
baptists, who had engaged in the conflict to secure 
liberty, now fell their importance in the nation, and 
evinced anxiety to secure the boon on a permanent 
and equitable basis; hut Cromwell's ambition was 
checked by these exertions, and he resolved on re­
moving the baptists from those posts of honor which 

were likely to offer any opposition to his pro-
1649 jects. Ac consequently remodelled his armv, 

removing the baptists from all military placés
of trust and dignity. This proceeding did not pre­
vent their increase: they spread in the country, and 
most of the horse and foot regiments were declared to 
holds their views. The presbyterians in order to 
check their progress, declared against Toleration, 
and procured a law, that whosoever should say that 
the baptism of infants is unlawful or void, and that 
such persons are to be immersed, bs ordered to re­
nounce his error, or be committed to prison till he 
find sureties.”

16. “On account of the spiritual destitution of 
Wales, a commission was entrusted to Mr. V. Pow­
ell, a baptist minister, arid through his efforts, and 
those of others, the Baptists in a few years amounted 
to twenty thousand in the principality.”—.Veal. In the 
same year measures were taken by government to 
improve Ireland. Here it was discovered that some

baptist churches existed, and a correspondence
1650 was opened between the brethren at home and 

those in efetcr isle. The increase of the bap­
tist churches in lue middle of this century is apparent

and their Interests were strengthened by the 
1653 union of some clergymen. In 1653 the first 

association of baptist churches in England and 
Wales was formed. Many baptists had openly and 
severely censored the Protector’s line of policy; and 
some of them were suffering for their political phi­
lippics. The question was now mooted how far political 
and military affairs should engage the attention of 
Christians. Cromwell’s resolve to remove all baptists 
from his government and army awakened in the vete 
rails a kind of defiance; end the officers sent him and 

his council a memorial of remonstrance. It 
asks if the baptists have not filled his towns, 

cities, provinces, islands, castles, navies, tents, ar­
mies, and court. “Your very council Is not free; 
only wo have left you your temples for yo-irself to 
worship in, so that I believe it will be a hard thing to 
root them out.”—JYeal, v. 153. Their influence Was 
so considerable, that the Protector proposed to admit 
the baptist ministers with tlio episcopalian bishops 
into the church; but this they refused. Finding he 
could not win them by court favor, nor silence their 
censure by threats, he carried out his measures by 

removing them from all confidential situations. 
Soon afterwards he died, and In a short time 
Charles II. ascended the throne. This King 
canned a retrograde movement for fifty years. 
After the loss of so much blood, the advanta­
ges obtained were by a few acts of parliament 

almost wholly neutralized. The baptists had to en­
dure trials of the severest kind: they were fined, im­
prisoned, branded, and dismembered. These cruelties 
were borne by manv with heroic patience. The act 
of nonconformity added a few clergymen to our per­
suasion, but the societies raised up under their minis­
try were of a mixed character. The measures pro­
posed by the government, whether of leniency to 
seduce, or of severity to compel, did not effect their 
object, The nonconformists nobly withstood all pro-
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poeets of compromise. The baptists, says Sir James 
Mackintosh, “suffered more than any other under 
Charles IL (because) they had publicly profes­
sed the principle» of religijue liberty. (Mist. 
Revol.) * The anabaptists, says Burastfe “were 
men of virtue and universal charity i they were far 
from beinr on treating terms with the church of Eng­
land; so that nothing but a universal toleration could 
make them capable of favor and employment.” (See 
Wall, Haweis and Lingard.) ,

17. Mr. Hutchinson states, that In 1676 they had 
spread like a cloud over the English horieon. 
Dr. Wall says that during the reign of Charles 
II. the baptists did not increase. They are 
staled from calculation to have been about ten 
thousand in and about London. In 1684 all 
their meeting-houses were closed, and such 
measures were enacted as to place them in a 
situation experienced just one hundred years 
before; but, amidst these plans of extirpation

the King died. James 1L, who socccedud, was 
equally hostile to protestants. An ill concerted plan 
to relieve the country from tyranny involved many 
dtseenrers in Somersetshire and Dorsetshire; but op­

pression opened the way for a deliverer in the
1688 person of the Prince of Urange. It has been 

computed that between the Restoration and
the Revolution 70,000 persons suffered on account of 
religion, 8,000 persons were destroyed, and £12,000,- 
000 of money were paid in fines.

18. W illiam III. obtained for the nonconformist^ 
the Toleration Act. This act gave liberty to

1689 dissent. The baptist churches now increased 
considerably. “They are the most numerous,”

says Dr. Wall, “of any sort of men that separate from 
the establishment. In Essex, Kent, Suffolk, Surrey, 
fkc., there are very few that make a separation from the 
church but they. There are also great numbers of 
them in London and the suburbs." In 1689 the re­
presentatives of upwards of 100 churches assembled 
in London.

19. The number of their churches led the baptists 
soon after the revolution to form themselves

1691 into twelve associations. One of the epistle* 
of the western association expresses great sa«- 

tisfaction in the union, communion and peace which 
prevailed in all the churches. This prosperity soon 

subsided, particularly in the London Associa­
tion. Agricola's views were revived by Dr. 
Cripps, and proved a spiritual laudanum to the 
Though the brethren became considerably di­
vided on speculative points, yet they set forth, 
in the name of one hundred churches, a con­
fession expressive of trinitarian and calvanistic 
views. This was done probably to check the 
socininn and antinomian doctrines which about 
this time threatened the communities, and 

which in after years agitated, divided, and subdivided 
the churches. Weakened thus within, and exposed 

to the power of higlt church principles from 
1710 without, their situation became critical. Some 

of their places of worship were destroyed, and 
some of the brethren were harassed by petty actions 
for teaching others. The threatening storm aroused 

the London ministers; and they invited the 
1712 country churches to join with them in united 

prayer. This appeal to Heaven was remark­
ably answered, and deliverance was given in the time 
of danger; but after this seasonable relief the churches 
settled into a profound slumber. Infidelity, sociania- 
nism, and papacy, now spread far and wide. Collins 

attacked Christianity on the ground of the un­
reasonableness of infant baptism, llis work 
made a groat stir, and thirty-five answers 
were written.
In the middle of this century it was discovered 
that the baptist churches had much diminished 

in number, since the revolution.
20. The modern question led to the discussion of 

the nature and extent of the invitations of the gospel,
the state of the heathen, and the duty ol Chris- 

1780 tians to evangelize them. The slavery ques­
tion was agitated, and the baptists sent the 

1792 first petition to parliament against this nefa­
rious traffic. Missionary societies were pro­

posed, and Cary with Thomas left for India. Stead­
man, of Broughton, and Safiery, of Salisbury, led tlio 
way in itinerating through the villages. From their 
report the Home Mission was proposed. Since that 
period they have greatly increased. At the end of 
this century the baptist churches in England amounted 

to 329, and in WalesAo 66.
1812 The controversy on the terms of communion 

was revived in 1812 by Robert Ilall. Relievers 
who do not see immersion their duty, were considered 
by him blameless in the neglect of It; but the Scrip­
tures assert ignorance to be criminal, Lev. v. 17.— 
If blindness of mind, or mental error, he made a justi­
fiable excuse for neglecting a command, thon, so far as 
the practice is encouraged, the Scriptures are set 
aside, and also God’s right to require obedience from 
those who are in ignorance. To counteract this un- 
ecript tirai course, the Association ol Particular Bap­
tists friendly to Strict Communion, and the Baptist 
Tract Society, were formed at Eagle street, in 1841.

In 1841, the number of Baptist churches was 
1841 about 1,659; members, 165,900; communicants 

, in America, 1,000,591.—Union Report.— 
Abridged from Orchards History of British Bap­
tists, in manuscript.
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The Church in Hamburg.
BY RKV. J. W. PARKKR.

American Baptist .Mission.
Front Hanover I went, directly to Ilarbttrg and Ham­

burg. I had looked forward to my arrival at Hamburg 
with great interest. This was the great missionary 
centre from which had radiated the light and heat of 
a purer Christianity, that had already been seen and 
felt by thousands now scattered among the inhabitants 
of nearly all the kingdoms of northern Europe; and 
some of whom are at this moment preaching the glad 
tidings to those of their brethren w ho have left their 
fatherland and settled in the northern part of the great 
valley of the Mississippi. Here I expected to meet 
our well known and dearly beloved brotl.hr Oncken.
It was not without deep emotion that 1/set my foot 
on the wharf in this goodly city of Northern Germany. 
How many thoughts came rushing idlo my soul, as I 
walked over the Neuer Kamp seeking his residence. 
He met me at the door, and gave mo such a hearty 
fraternal reception that I was at once much at my ease. 
And now that,I have seen our dear brother, I would 
be glad to introduce the readers of this letter to 
him.

MR. ONCKF.N.
He is a little belo.v the common height of Ameri­

cans, of about five feet and a half, anil well-propor­
tioned, fifty years old. Ilis hair is gray, which he 
combs forward at the sides of the head, and up and 
backward from a high retreating forehead ; his eyes 
are light and large, beaming with interest and quick 
intelligence. His movement is rapid and energetic t 
at rest, he is dignified and firm ; in conversation, ani­
mated and courteous. When addressing an assembly 
from the pulpit as a preacher, or on the floor in de­
bate, his manner is earnest and his bearing that of 
one who is charged with importent commissions, 
which he is resolved to execute with despatch and 
faithfulness. When he rises to speak, all who can 
see him are intent on hearing what he has to say. 
There is such an air of candor and conviction in his 
appearance, as to win the confidence and awaken s 
desire to catch the first words which full from hia lips. 
He reasons to the heart and conscience, when he comes 
with the gospel message, with great fervor and power, 
The holiness of God and the mercy of Jesus Christ, 
the guilt and danger of the sinner, are themes on 
which he dwells w th most persuasive earnestness.

HAMBURG CHAPEL.
In the afternoon we visited the chapel. The en­

trance is from a business street, through a convenient 
gateway, into an enclosure or garden, on one side of 
which stands their simple and hallowed place of wor­
ship. The edifice is simple and commodious. The 
principal entrance is on the side, near the end farthest 
from the pulpit. On tlie east end stands the speaker’s 
desk, on a platform raised about three feet from the
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