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GREAT QUESTION

is one great
It
practical

the

Canadians there
political question and ‘only one.
of
yet

is not yvet a
de
line of division between the political
When that

10

question

politics ; it es not mark

parties. time «

ymes

and come will in the very nea

fature this new question will cause

a realignment of political parties

whether or not old party names sur

vive is a matter of small

That

ganization

1mport
is the politica

the

question
of British
To some a

is a phase

no practical
Canadians.

holding such v

beautifully

degrees and

the

by
That
one

question 1s imminent
is disposed to

the

future of Canada, and is therefore of

who is awake

deny that it involves whol

overwhelming practical interest to

all Canadians idle to attempt

to

1l were
prove.

Our esteemed contemporary, Ire

land, which is valiantly and success

fully fighting for sanity and moder

ation and enlightened patriotism

ngst fellow-Irishmen of the

amongs oul

United States, has this shrewd
on the

“Major
ies, has belonged to the cot
backed and edited The
Table. The cl
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another
George.
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note

present
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rie that
Round
1 of The
hilip Kerr, is to be
\ir

stor, among

editor

secretary to Lloyd

DLOoTinaui by of
pouring a little

on the son of Wil
who is to be one of the new Premier’'s
secretaries. Major Astor
genius ; we don't
is a genius in the m
what he wants and in work
it. He is to the
Norfolk, is in line for a
peerage and his sel
is to federate tl
If he to
Lloyd George,
close by, the
ing the
begun.
he is
tion

of England
the now
is in Ireland
hardihood to the

the Dominions with
example in its present condition

The I'able

sists of British

)il COlnes Way

adulation
liam Waldorf

judici

s

Astor,

ma
hilip Kerr
knowing

be a
know. P
wter ol
ing to get
of
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task
"le"".
Mr
Milner
niz
be said to have
pot War,
Imperial
the domination
as powerful in each of

related Duke

yointed
e British |}

be a secretary to

with Lord
work

n of orga

1pire may
I'hat, and

there f

is what

. Federa

means making

self-governing colonies as it

Will. they have the

face statesmen ol

the Irish

Round movement con

groups of subjects of

all sorts and conditions who meet

for the purpose of study and discus
sion of the
the Empire

of

organization of

special object
congiderin s details and

the
federat
(

Africa, to the I

consequence extension of the

which has
Aust

Jmpire as a

principle of ion,

worked so well in wnada, ralia

and South
Its
impulse ¢

initial and
fr

concerned

whole. inspiration

LMe m a few men

intimately in and largely

responsible for, the federation
South Africa.
these. With
thusiastic
the

force

of
Philip Kerr is one of
and

unremitting en

zeal, they have
movement ¢
througnout all parts
Empire.

For mutual information and to sub
serve the common object there is a

rl‘lll'
“is to

publication known
Table
regular account of what is going on
the
first

free

as

whose aim present a

throughout King's dominions,

written with hand knowledge

the
local political issues, and to provide

and entirely from bias of

a means by which the common prob
lems which confront the Empire as a
whole,can be discussed also with
knowledge and without bias.”

this

Those

who have read publication,

whether they agree with its dominant
object or not, will not be surprised

| father,

: is doubtless

kept |
v living and growing |

of the |

that ex-President Taft considers iL!
the ablest political review published
in the English language. To many
of our readers the foregoing sketch
of the movement and the publication
will make more definitely intelligible
the frequent newspaper reference
to the Round Table
l'hlhpI\«-ny1'vtrrn-nlluiuI‘In-n-xt,rm-t
from Ireland quoted above, it may
to
Catholic, a nephew of the Duke of

interest our readers know, 18 a

Norfolk and heir to the estates and
His
Lord Ralph Drury

title of the Marquis of Lothian.
General
Kerr, is a convert to the Faith,

Lord Milner is perhaps the most
outstanding and powerful figure in

Imperial politics identified with the |

Ireland
saying, "if he
(Philip Kerr) is to be Secretary to Mr

objects of The Round Table.
right in

Lloyd George, with Lord Miloer close
by, then the work of organizing the
Empire may be said to have begun.
That and not war is what he is there
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to
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direct

in preparing to vith 1mportant

questions have a
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*hilip Kerr's appointment

interpr tation ot
18 secrel
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Dictator's War Cabinet

and the inclusion of
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the

Cuarzon 1n
They go far to confirm the shrewd.
diagnosis of the well;informed editor
of Ireland

an t to

1tation when he tells us that

But he does justica his

rep

“Imperial Federation means mak
ing the England
powerful the now
governing in
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powerful
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but
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nly *arliament

each and every provingis

lature well ; and to substitute ¢

Ottawa

something

wstle staffed

to

analogous

Dublin C by aliens and

exercising the functions of govern

ments through an alien bureaucracy
endless number of unrelated

“Boards I

and an
and irrasponsible
anything of
yuld
recruited only in the lunatic asylums
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the

perial Federation meant
1ts

the kind membership ¢ be

is astonishing, however find

, to

those vho have giver

ught or st to the subjec

grotesque misconceptions ol

pose and meaning of I'he Round Table

movement,
At

London on the eve

of

a farewell function given 1n

of the deparbure

the Duke of Devonshire to assume
the of Governor General of

Earl of «

significant that he also is

oilice

Canada, the urzon it is

a membel

of the War Cabinet—made this inju

dicious remark

In his new office the Duke would
have a hand in that great reconstruc
tion of the Empire which must fol
low upon the termination of the war.

| His duty it would to labor that
| Canada should have that enhanced
in the administration the
Empire to which her position, her
resources, her prospects, and, above
| all, her incomparable services, en
titled her.”

be

share of

Commenting on this the Toronto

Globe said :

Round |

“While Canada is at war controver
sies calculated to weaken her solidar-
ity in face of the enemy should as far
as posssible be avoided.
the reconstruction of the Empire
after the War, can wait until our task
in Europe accomplished. Any
attempt to take advantage of the
gentiment c¢reated by the War to foist
upon Canada the proposals of the

18

Round Table group is foredoomed to |

failure.
We quite agree with the Globe n
holding that there are constitutional

limits beyond which a Canadian

One of these, |

Governor-Gieneral may not trespass

| no matter how great the issue or how

important it may be considered from
the point of view of the Empire as a
the
appoints him,

whole by Government which
Canadian
of the

upon

But that any newspaper
of the standing (tlobe should
talk the
proposals of The Round Table group”

is a rather startling revelation of the

" foisting Canada

| extent to which ignorance of those

proposals prevails.
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German Empire.
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Great Britain is a legislative union ;
Home both the

Irish endeavoring to

America,
was federation
Ireland and

union between

Rulers on sides of

Channel are
Here
be

Just

turn it into a federal union
Ireland’s concluding
If

and generous settlement is not made
of the Irish

query may

answered, absolutely fair,

question beforehand the
proposal of Imperial Federation, is in

1

the words of the Globe, 'foredoomed

to failure.
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that w1
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the old country

who
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predict. 0o )

hay s certa believe all

and
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that
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the

about
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however

unanimous on

point forthcoming War

deal

post-war
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fundamental
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may
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may 1e insight into t
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form
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ost-war problems, demobiliz

economioc readjustment, reor
ganization of t}

if

tance the actual conduct of

1e Empire, will equal

do not transcend in impor-

the War
that the War

the confidence

vhey

It is inevitable
if it

of the people will be entrusted with

itself.

Cabinet retains

the solution of these fundamental

post-war problems.” Germany exist-

of disor

of the

present.

ed for centuries in state
that

at

ganization similar to

British Commonwealth

The organization of the German

Empire was a post-war problem

which was solved immediately after

the Franco-Prussian War,
lear
be

The British Premier gives a

intimation that our problem will

not solved but certainly discussed

during the next two months.

I'he War Council,
however, with

forthcoming
deal

post-war problems, but it

cannot these
may atjord
to the form they may

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
President Wilson's to the

world-wide

address

Senate has attracted

attention and aroused world-wide
comment.
the

every where.

and
it

mn

stirred human heart con

science True, has
his
Mr.

re-

been derided and denounced

own country and elsewhere.
Wilson
minded that he is only the President
of the United States with
| clearly defined duties
il‘rvnulwnl of

| limited responsi

| be

has been sarcastically
certain
not the
with

and
Humanity un
bilities, There may
to
remind him that he is not inspired,
And yet in the
w face of a devastating war which may
with

good and sufficient reason

not aven infallible.

quite as much reason be

. . s |
regarded as the beginning of a series

of wars a8 “the war to end war;"iin

|
|

|

likewise |
| ments

the face of conflicting racial and

] holding

official positions, who are

national interests and amgbitions, the ‘ bound, as a matter of friendship or

President's message has received
in all countries remarkably serious
This it
True, it is a pagan document ; and as
such can not and does
the

tion

consideration. deserves,
not point out
way of salvation for a civiliza
which is essentially Christian
For that higher civilized
humanity must read, the encyclicals
of the Vicars of Christ.

President Wilsop, however, enun
ciates fundamental

message

principles of
true democracy, and true democracy
is the flowering of Christianity in the
social order.

" No peace can last, or ought to
last, which does not recognize and
accept the principle that govern-

derive all their just powers
the consent of the governed,
and that no right anywhere exists to
hand peoples about from sovereignty
to sovereignty as if they were prop

from

| erty.”

It has done more, it has |

And

doctrine

courageously this

statesmen

applying
“that
everywhere are agreed

he says

that there

should be a united, independent, and

autonomous Poland.” This is neither

pro-German nor pro-Ally, Europe

participated actively
the

or passively in

outrageous of Poland's

crime
gpoliation and partition sia has

no more right to soverei over
Poland than has (
Nor «
hypocrisy
Rn

thel

ermany Ausbria

\n without t
hand 1

ith sor

we sparent

oland
3S1a, §

tter gayv
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or that w

hi f small

against the 1 1mption

rupulous rs who re
right but

I t ssary t
the st world

wesmern the

consclence ( WOr

Scorn the

presumption
Humanity

}

must becomse

and ventu

may bel

notes struc

that add thoug

tion, 1

of time 1 record

mned iecia

and dutie

measure an

impart on of the princ

ples for which we and our Allies are

professedly fightir

SOME CHRIST IS GREETINGS

During the (

immediately

nristmas season,
ot

strictures

or

before it, is not a suit

able time to mak upor

the manner in v of extending

our greetings and
But

removed

od wishes to our

friends we are now sufficient

ly from the peri f this
ordeal
to feel f
ject
It

but

we use the word ¢

ree to comment o

ma seem strong statement,

we feel justified in saying that
J B

Christmas cards are an abomination.
them
themselves,
that

former we may cla

Some of abominable

the

are

and other: in

use

is made of them Among the

s those that have

no arfistic merit, that are accompan

ied by sickly or mund
that p

ture, o1l

e sentiment

wrvert the 1eaning of dScerip

and we have here in

that we

e view

some French cards have

seen that give expression to down

right agnosticism. It laudable

18
custom to enclose ( mas card
in a letter to

it

a friend
Catholic

representation

provided that
d

event

is and swwotional

of the

commemorated both as regards

the

picture itself and the words that

accompany it. But to merely sign

one's name to the ready-made form
of greeting, that
| to

cement

is usually attached
t(i

carry

these cards, does not tend

friendship or to

warmth to the heart of the receiver.
It is interesting to see how
fulfill
epistolary obligations.
list to
bound to extend the Season's greet

some

people their Christmas

make

they

They

a of those whom feel

ings.

ber of cards, sign

They select the requisite num
their names to
‘ them, mail them, and then exclaim
with
‘ back

a sigh of relief, as they sink
into their
that's

draw

sy-chairs, “Thank
| goodness over
| might another picture of the
reception of those cards at the other
of the but
leave that to our readers' imagina-
‘ tion.

end lines, we prefer to

| Another custom that is becoming
| quite common is to send personal
printed

ards. The appropriateness

of thisisevident in the case of persons

|

|

[
cold and formal.

| a few lines

with I” We |

courtesy, to extend their best wishes |
to a
whom they are on varied terms of
intimacy. But

large number of people with

between private

| individuals we do not think that the

practice It

It is too suggestive

is commendable. is too

of

obligation.

an easy way out of an

Of course, the printing
costs money, as does a telegram of
But both are sub
often

congratulations.

terfuges, excuses for either
sloth or indifference, and altogether
out of keeping with the spirit of ¢

season, when a Gift was given to us

A

at the price of sacrifice. They lack

the personal touch that accompanies |

in a friend's hand

Few there are, who are

own
writing. 80
busy as not to have time to write at
least one sentence to a friend at that
holy season, to express to him their
But alas,

letter writicg is

affection and good wishes.
that old

becoming obsolete |

fine art of
The printer and
the lithographer do all the work for
us ; and we are the

poorer for it ir

mind and heart

Quite in l'ne with the printed card
the

We

is the salutation "I wish

the en

you
compliments
that

ol on

know good usuage 1 pat its

sanction upon this pression but

the diction
h

1

ry indicates the manner

b

it should be employed

b 1t 18 @ ceremonious or

formal greetin We are

assoclate 1

calendar

us that it w

in abov

e

compliment

ments'’ and the

trad

elecltions

question

Merry Christm

and arrives at

sion that the

form of salu readers

however, wi with th

following ma ors

Be goo

but you will aly

having a jolly
happiness,

from his sphin
utterances, 1s t amere n
state of freedom from pain or cr

isfied
y to h

for he states it or

happiness does not com

yss., It

dru

iristian

has taken up his cr gome

him who has taken This is

certainly not the (

concep

tion of being happs Happiness is

the normal condition of a good man

§ not

who is at peace with God ; and i

incompatible with the bearing of the

cross. Christians are presumed to

I'hat i
“Happy Christ

be at peace with God wh

to wish a man a nas
although it

such—that
that he

abgolution

is an
be

nave

imtimation

not accepted as

reason to believe is

A

sadly need of

Merry

n

Christmas’ o the contrary

sgests a special seagon of exhilar

ated or abnormal happiness, a
1t
of

Merry Christma

time
of Christian gladness. As the

18
children's feast
ld

and

time mirth

b 18

your for we are

admonished that we must

Tur

become as

little children. GLEANER,

NOTES AND COMMENTS

IN
Catholic Faith

rHIs age of conversions to the
there is one now and
again of more than ordinary interest

that of
the late

in his day

One such, quite recently, is
Mrs.

George Jacob

Romanes, widow of

[ Romanes,
one of England’s best-known writers
on political and economical subjects.
of Political
University of

with

Professor

the

Romanes was

Economy in

Oxford. He was also credited
cardinal doctrines of
that may
have been, a special degree of interest
the of

| wife, her entire family and a clergy

| disbelief in the
Christianity. However,

attaches to conversion his
man of the Scottish Episcopal Church
them
Mrs.,

| herited great wealth and a large tract

| who resided with as tutor to

| her eldest son. Romanes in
| of land from her husband, which she
iiH gaid to have administered as a
gacred trust for the benefit not only

of her own family but of the poor and

suffering. Her reception has created
the
but

well-known

quite a sensation in district

which is Catholic

anything
the

family resided in the same locality

although Vaughan

A REMARKABLE phenomenon is re

ported from England in regard to

one of the pre-Reformation churches

{ now, like almost all stryctures of the

kind in that country, in possession of

the Established Church In the

| parish church of Hillesden there is a

lofty niche in the east end, near the
gite of the former altar, which once
contained ¢
The
days, used to strike
and

v statue of Blessed

the old
upon this statue

Our

Lady. sun's rays, in

cast a life-size
floor of the
enon is that although the statue was
torn

shadow on the

chancel. The phenom
niche three
the

shadow

from its hundred
still

and

ars ago, and niche

the

every day when the sunlight

is
empty, remains,
pours
through the long windows the figure
the Mother of s the

pavement, Attention

of
old

drawn anew to

God lies acros

has been

this remarkable fact

and in view of the spirit which the

gsoldiers of England have imbibed in

T
the re

pre of the Faith in France, and

verence with which they have

come to regard the wayside shrines

and crucifixes abounding there, 1t 18

not unreasonable to look for the

of a 1

awakening n yirit in their

own land when

Yy once
more et the

erection

prayers

land

expansion of

ginning of

ment of

internal many

in building and

undergone

The

total
)1:
exclusive of coin lion,

were

the first

:'“‘P
of the s shrank into
$514,5680, a ) $478.11
)61 Great
Britain, er I than ¢ t
half of org

tion

and

a on and prepara

once more something

of her wonted overseas commercial

supremacy, and anada's -imports

correspondingly expanded Our

imports from the United Kingdom

1913 had totalled
1915

alone, which

$143.%

n

219,531 and had

dropped to $72,330, in 1916 ‘came

k" to the exte

tot

bau
the

being $

nt ol by

J imports from all countries

or an increas

over 1

and

ncrease ol ovel
The

es has, indeed,

always of Canada's

trade, and no evidend could

be had of the the ge
v,‘w]
1V|)|v)‘v~\

had

reduction

Ol
191
War, th
that

to $291

depression in the sec year

of the . that our

from that
fallen

ol

soUr(
116,887,
In 19

in year

or a
third 16, however, the

12,134,
of our total imports.

one

figures jumped to $546, or

over (o

however, that the real expansion has

is IN Canada's export trade,

tnken place. This expansion is no

doubt accounted for mainly by War
munitions and supplies, but it is also
regard

In

period of marked commercial pros

evident in to general mer-

chandise. after a long

| perity, the total exports had reached

‘\
\
|
1

the substantiul figure of $429,927,051
That
been maintained during the interval

The of
our supplies and

them—in 1914 to
$459,264,141, and in
1916,

a steady increase should have

is not surprising. armies

the Allies needed
the

1915

however,

purchased
extent of
of $5°0,648,074.
the

In

figures jumped by leaps and

bounds, until the total for the year
reached the great sum of $1,056,189,
820 double that ofcl9186,

and practically 607% more than:1918,

or almost

WHEN WE come to examine details

the greatest expansion is seen in the
the United
always our best
the $212,467,641,
1914, had fallen
1915

was

exports to ingdom
In 1918

which in

customer,
figure is
to $204,819,801, and
in to $277,526,960,
It

Great Britain really found herself, in

risen again

in 1916, however, in which
regard to the purchase of supplies in
Canada,
to the
Britain and Ireland
the
960, an increase over the good year
19138, The
of this covering munitions of War is
not stated, that
metals manufactures
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