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T appears Wé arg threatened with an election.
It would appear further that the main issue s

A good issue. For it will be next
{or labor misleaders and their capital
And 1t pre-
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fail to confuse the issue.
lendid opportunity for our industrial over-
vo divide the forees of labor, and to set the
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borny handed country against the agitating town.

The object of a tariff is to shut out foreign com-
wiition from the home market, thercby a!lmun;-
mlive exploitation & free hand, and thus providing
iwal capital with u stepping stone to compelitive
wlity in the world market. It is a device intend
o to zive advantage to particular interests invest
ol in the potential wealth of a nation. To certain
' rerests. ab certain times, it is a weapon of gread
werit in the internecine struggle for profit.  But
st 1o all industries, nor continuously to avy

\t present, in Canada, the ery ix that without a
unff Canadian industries must perish ; that the tar-
iff s neeessary to curtail imports and foster the
growth of export trade ; that without it, Canada will
mt only not maintain hes position, but must retro
grade.  Canada thus comes into line with Imperial-
i progress, aud as capital is industrial in character,
(anadian business and manufacturing interesis,
represented and voieed by Premier Meighen - sceek
and must obtain) wider influenee in wider spheres
of trade. The agrarians, on the other hand, desire
free trade—or reciprocity—becauxe, as producers
of mw material, they require adcess to agricul
toral tools and implements, mechanical goods and
maoufactures, to enable them to hold their own with
their eo.producers the world over. So the countr?
workers see their interest (gpparently) in cheap pro-
9"*“0!\ and abundant exchange, while the townsmer
~traders, small-producers and their working fore-
o, together with a goodly portion of the industria!
proletariat, vision their welfare in the exclusion of
foreign competition, and the (as tiy think) conse
quent operation of loeal industries. But, whiie uu
doubtedly the interest is there in both cases the
fGirection in which they see it is a mirage.

Since 1900, Canada has become an industrial conn
ry. Hér exports have grown by over one billion
dollars ~ She has acquired ‘a favorable trade balance
ad & little voiee in the seope of commerce. Wages
have""“"il"iﬂl by two since then, but cost of living
e risen by three, and although the counters of pur
*hasing power have inereased in number, they have
greatly declined in actual value. Population has it
‘reased, but its working numbers have fallen.
n.“n‘ and jits security is ever more unc rtain
Wealth has assumed a .mighty magnitude, but it 18
tentred in vastly fewer hands, and although the
Mtandard of living has heen pnh-miull_\' augmented,
;;’ ”‘"‘ \'“_' mase it is lower than it has ever ‘“'j?'."

ur_'mll this ppnod there have been changes 1 1!llllf
Pﬁhcy' but in no case did they alter the condition of
:;:.:‘“:li-ta.ri.(_‘ And tho_y cannot,  Because ‘}“\l

“conmi,? icies are traders’ interests, fnrmulm.ml "...

nomie condition and colored with economic nec
pm.t-"; they have no fundamental connection “’i'.h_

::m‘ wpl."‘mi g. In reality, the need for the tarifl

rooted in far deeper considerations.

% s""r‘;"““?mic destitution of \\'nr-\\'()rri*jl‘
o ad fil shadow over the whole worl ..

scape its effects; none turn them to advar

?m:» (:‘N"“"t system has developed 8o far tha 5
life Ofrﬁ(,hfe“t are of identical effect on the comm

e world, Tt has ripened 80 thoroughly that
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supremaey or otherwise has lost its ancient signifi-
canee, and its vaunted ‘‘freedom and prosperity’’
have become but archaie svmbols of a vanished
The organization of its wonted life has been
. The old eonditions have
passed away, and the new eonditions—vague, form-
ative, and nnadapted--are not yet established. Nor
enn they be until the transient groping of the pro-
gresive social forees, struggling (unconsciously) to
meet the new requirements, shall elearly vision the
necd, and speecifiically determine their stability.

t jE-"'is.

quite shattered by war.

This eommon Jife of the world is the support of the

e . \
To flourish and prosper, bus-
iness must serve the need of the world. If it does
not do so busines cannot survive. If the mead of
service ean no longer be rendered, the funetion of

hsiness of the world.

husiness--as originally derived—is obsolete, and if
the special needs of modern business cannot be har-
monized with the common needs of society, society,
through through whatever
phases of turbulence and chaos, will assert itself and
Jiatter the whole fabrie of existing form. For soe-
ty is parameunt and will not be denied. If, and
husiness ruins society, society, in reaction,

its manifold forees,

to
when,
mnst puin bodiness,

1 for the prosecution of—the war,
Europe was compelled to forego all but war indus-
try. and fight for ““place in the sun.” That is, fight
ror the right of way to the world market.c The war
therefore, took the first place. It was im-
ould brook no economie considera-
vions and was insatiate in its demands. Tn normal
times, exports always pay for imports. But for the
reason given, there were no exports, and the imporis
could bring no return. Rut they had to be paid for
and the accommodation was effected by
collateral and by funded debt. The result
of the former is reflected in the shattered European
oxchanges, of the latter in European liquidation, in
1. out of which may come a pro-
a new social balance, or which
ian revolution, but which, in no

may lead to prn]n-t:ln
wise ean return to pre-war capitalist produetion and

During,—an:

market,
perative, and w
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exporting

its W oeful destitut 1

tracted struggle for
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Came “‘vietory'’ and indemnity. The former left
.ditor nation, thelatter called forth'
But. “ereditor’’ nation in-
plies an 0 of commeree, and a super-
ior contro! of the market. Beeause its credit and in-
(orest are returned in commodities, which must be re-
d or sold directly in competition with home
Furopean imports are largely raw ma-
worked up into finished manufac-
tures and exported to the ends of the earth. Amer-
nt sach products. She is a maker
<norter of finished zoods herself, and as such
,ver-erow ing market for their sale. Con-
ve exploitation for her own Aindus-
entrance of commodities alin
loose from bankrupt fin-
and to keep clear of Furovean dinlomacy--
it _eannot cone with—and entanelements,
v stiffens her tariff. in hopes of averting dis-

s merica first ere
Tmperialist protection.
snormons volun

exporte
produetion.
torials. They are

ioa does not Wa
and ¢
requires an ¢
coquentlv, to sa
trials, to prevent the
to home produets, to ent
ance,
which
Americ

aster and competition.
Canada is in precisely the same condition. Being

tone of the hard faced ones wha did well out of the
' ¢he has erently exnanded her commerce and
chaneed her balance of trade, and has
orld competitor. Like America,
orial. Large capital is in-

war.'
indnstries.
Jefinitely berome & W

it is a country of raw mat

ift Issue

vested im its potentialities; its growth demands wid-

er markets; it secks to sup,ly, to the greatest ex.eng®
its own domestic needs, and at the same time,—and
also to the greatest extent, to accommodate the de-
mand of the foreign market. To preserve her in-
dustrial advance and trade balance, to stimulate ex-,
ports. to cut off European low cost manufactures,
and to obtain a less precarious customer than bank-
rupt Furope; these are the main causes and objects

of protective tariffs.

But creditors must take what debtors have to offer.
if they don’t, they stand to get nothing at all. Eu-
rope is highly industrial. Tt lives by supplying
manufactures to the wbrld. And it is efficiently
organized for that purpose. Canada is not—yet.
Canada is one of the supply bases of raw material.
As such, it was (pre-war) a borrowing country, ie.,
capital was invested in its resonrces for industrial
supplies. Or in other words, Canada received man-
ufactured goods for the development of its natural
wealth, and paid for them out of its raw produe-
tion. The war has created a new eondition, Can- e
adian resource, being ecapitalized, Canada has in- -
evitably become industrial, and like its own Niag- -
ara—by the momentum of mm'prugl;s is re-
lentlessly whirled deeper into the maelstrom of the
greater industry. So it comes, that if Canada must
take manufactures in trade, it will strive to offset
their price reactions by tariff imposts. It will strive
to increase its volume of raw supplies in repayment,
and for the residue, and its own increasing surplus,
it will, therefore, be enabled to meet world eompeti-
tion an equable terms, and by its own growth, hold
the scales of exchange credit even. Seo our capital-
ists figure it out, eorreetly enough in its own sphere.  ~

But the capitalist economic is a most contradiet-
ory affair. Capital can suffer no limits to its ex-
pansion. It ean brook no barriers to its progress.

Yet, out of its own waste of the productive forces, .
it gathers restrictions to itself. Out of its own nec-

essitous limitations, it inexorably limits its own nec- E

essity. The national indebtedness ean only be paid e

to the nations themselves, and paid only in com-

modities. But the velume of that debt,—<even its i

compounded intesest—is far beyond the feeble cap-

acity of the limited social powers in actual produe-
tion. The desperate need of nations compels them

o export in ever greater volume, yet the constant--

lv falling ratio of the actual productive forces ren-

Jders increasing imports prohibitory. The economi¢

checks to imports, which now exist in Europe are g

exaggerated by political contrivances for Imperial-

ist aggression. European pations are in liquida-
tion and under dictation to creditors. Neverthe-
less, those broken nations take their owners in tow.

That dictation spells ruin to capitalist Imperialism.

In reaction, that bankruptey involved the credit-

ors in chronic stagnation. Low cost production

threatens the market supremacy of power, and com-
pels the most rigorous trade repressions in the in-
terost of unlimited trade. by

The reduction of those irreconcilables is our mas-
ters’ business, not ours. We have nothing to do
with tariffss Our issue, in this or any election, is
the abolition of capital and its wage glavery. In
any political society, the working class is a slave
class, producing all wealth, which the master class
appropriates, because they own and control the ma-
chinery of social produetion. And simply because
of that ownership, the producing eclass must toil

(Continued on page 3) .
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