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Dairy exceed 748. The actual circulaf
l"uch 1881 {l o8 of the paper
sont subscribers who are but slightly in
Aarrears, a e les, varies
5,000 to 12 sul s are
ted less th, 1l subscription
Thus our mailing lists do mot con-
any dead circulation.
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OUR PROTECTIVE POLICY

We want the readers of Farm and
Dairy to feel that they can deal with our
advertisers with our assurance of our ad-
vertisers’ reliability. admit Lo
our columns_onl;
vertisers.
cause to

led with the treat
ment he receives from any of our adver.
tise will i, the

even in the slightest degree, we
will discontinue im: ly the publica-
tion of their advertisements. Should the
circumstances warrant, il

you inmclude in all your letters to adver.
tisers the words, "1 saw your ad. in Farm
aud Dairy.” Complaints should be sent to
Us as soon as possibl T reason for
dissatisfuction has been found.
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UNFAIR BURDEN ON THE FARMER

In spite of all that has been said and
written on the question, our boys and
girls continue to leave our farms for
the cities. What is more, they will con-
tinue to do so until we deal with this
difficulty at its roots. These roots are
buried much deeper than most of us
realize. People who advocate rural
mail delivery, bett roads, more at-
NS As & means
wople on the

tractive Lome
of keeping t)
farm are all ar as they go
but they do n« enough. They
only scratch the surface of the ques-
tion, The fact is, our system of taxa-
tion is so adjusted that our farmers
are carrying an unfair share of the
burden. It is their productive labor
which creates the citigs. Property
bolders, in the cities reap a certain
portion of benefit from the efforts of
the farmers to which they are not en-
titled. As long as this is the case peop-
le will flock to the cities and our farm-
ers will not come into their rightful
heritage.
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the corner of King and Geoge streets,
Toronto, was sold recently for $425,-
000. This is at the rate of $3,400,000
an acre. How many acres of the best
agricultural lands in the province
could be bought for that figure? At
fifty dollars an acre it would buy 680
one hundred acre farms.

What made that piece of land so
valuable? Nothing that the owners of
it have done. It is quite possible that
they may have been living on their
money aud doing nothing in the line
of productive laLor. That property and
thousands of others like 1t, has been
!ncreasing in value because our farm-
ers, year after year, have been en-
gaged in growing crops and raising
live stock and thus increasing the
wealth of the country. Because our
farmers have been working, the rail-
ways have been transporting their pro-
duce and making the cities their dis-
tributing centres. Factories have been
constructed to manufacture farm
machinery and the thousand and one
other articles required by our farmers
uud-incidenully—-by city people as
well.  Without our farmers there
would be no cities. Were our farmers
1o cease work for one year, real estate
values in the citiss would commence
a-tumbling,

In other words, people who have
enough money to enable them to buy
land in a centre like Toronto can af-
ford, if they have enough of it, to sit
back and do nothing but watch the
farmers—and workers in other lines as
Wwell—incroase its value year Ly year.
Is that right? Is it fair? If our farm-
ors are increasing the value of land in
the cities should they not reap their
share of its enhanced value?

This is where the Single Tax ques-
tion comes in. Its advocates claim that
were this land to be taxed for Domin-
ion and Provincial purposes, and for
municipal purposes as well, i
to its value it would pay as much tax-
©s as the 1,000 one hundred acre farms
already mentioned. In other words, a
great share of the burden of taxation
now being borne by our farmers would
be transferred to other shoulders. The
value of land in our cities would de-
crease while the value of farm lands
would increase. Instead of flocking to
large cities people would go to smaller
centres where the value of land, and
consequently the taxes on it, would not
be so high. The trend from the coun-
try to the city would be checked.

This is what is meant by taxing
land according to its value or, in part,
by the Bingle Tax. It is a question
that our farmers should give far more
attention than they have. What do you
think about it?

CO-OPERATION GROWING

The rapid construction of improved
roads, the extension of rural telephone
lines and the introduction of free rural
mail delivery are going to result in
more co-operation among our farmers
as a class. In the past we have been
80 isolated by our conditions it has
been a ractical impossibility for us
to co-operate with any marked degree

success.

When farmers co-operate to dispose

o~ Incidenit
occur constantly that require quick de-
cisions by the chief parties interest-
ed. Until only lately we have not had
the means required for such consult-
ations.

Since farm telephones have Lecome
almost common, conditions  have
changed vastly. Meetings of directors
can now be arranged over the tele-
phone at only a few moments notice.
Rumours, started by interested parties
and calculated to create trouble and
dissension, can be nipped in the bud
by means of the telephone. Being aLle
to communicate with each other more
freely our confidence in one another
will grow. One of the most encourag-
ing signs of the times is the large
number of farmers’ clubs that are be-
ing formed. During the next ten years
the co-operative handling of farm pro-
ducts will show a rapid increase.

AGRICULTURE IN QUEBEC

Agricultural conditions in  the
French sections of the province of Que-
bec are in a backward state. One of
the chief reasons for this is because
there is no good _gricultural paper,
printed in French, circulating amon;
the French farmers of that province.
The only attempt that is made to fill
this need is represented by the Journal
of Agriculture and Horticulture. The
French edition of this paper 18 not
much more than an imitation of what
a good farm publication should Le. It
is printed only once a month, is small
in size, its articles are mostly clip-
pings, they are seldom seasonable, it
makes little or no attempt to keep
its readers posted in regard to agricul-
tural happenings even in its own pro-
vince while such features as acourate
market reports and letters from live
local correspondents are prominent by
their absence.

And yet, considering the conditions
under which the paper is issued it is
about as good as could be expected.
It is published by the government. Its
articles are prepared by government
officials. Being sure of their salaries
and having no interest in the finan-
cial success of the paper these officials
naturally do not concern themselves,
any more than they can help about the
paper beyond getting it out once a
month. The contract for printing is
given to a firm, the management of
which supports the government. This
firm is paid & certain sum for every
copy of the paper printed and has the
right to solicit advertising and to re-
tain all revenue derived therefrom.

There was a time when no private
concern would attempt to publish an
agricultural paper in French. This led
the government to start the Journal
of Agriculture. As long as private
capital could not be interested in such
a project the government was justi-
fied in undertaking the work. That
time has passed. Private parties are
willing and anxious to start an agri-
cultural journal and conduct it on up-
to-date business principles. They are
prevented from doing so by the pres-
ence in the field of the government pa-
per. The government organ, Leing giv-
en practically for nothing to the mem-
bers of the farmers’ clubs in the pro-

An eighth of an acre of land, on

of their produce rapid means of com-

vince and charging very low advertis-

ing rates, makes it impossible for a
other paper, that would have to d
pend on its revenue for its support, 1,
exist. Were the government to witl
draw from the field, at least one ar |
probably  a couple of good pape:s
would be started and the province «t
large would soon feel the benefit,

These papers are needed. The intr..
duction of modern methods of conduc:.
ing the work of the farm is being r..
tarded by their absence. One of the
chief reasons for the rapid progress
being made by our English farmers i,
the Maritime provinces, Ontario aul
the West is found in the numerous
splendid farm papers that cireulate
among them. s

The French daily papers printed in
Montreal are as well conducted as any
English daily printed in Canada. Op.
of them has the largest circulation of
any daily paper in the Dominion, This
shows that our French speaking brot.
or Canadians have all the enterprise
and ability that is required in the pub-
lishing Lusiness. Their provincial goy
ernment should give them an nppor-
tunity to display these qualities
through the publication of one or more
good agricultural papers.

THE LOCAL OPTION MOVEMENT

The rapid spread in Ontario and
elsewhere of the local option movement
is due in a large measure to the fact
that as farmers we have discovered
that the open bar is a menace to any
community and therefore should be 4l
olished. The day when a public tavery
licensed to sell intoxicating liguors,
could be found almost every couple
of miles along each well travelled road
leading into an important town o
city, is fast disappearing. These tuy.
erns have been the cause of so many
brawls, runaway accidents, comuoy
assaults and even murders and sui-
cides that the good common sense of
our farmers is asserting itself and
these breeding spots for crime are be-
ing driven out of the country or re
placed by well conducted temperance
houses.

This year over 130 municipalities in
Ontario, including two cities, will vote
on local option. Such utter failure has
generally met attempts to repeal lo-
cal option where it has once been in-
troduced, it is doubtful if there will
be any repeal contests. If one hali
of the constituencies that vote on the
question decide in favor of abolishing
the bar it will mean that over half
the municipalities in the provinee will
then be under local option. When this
is the case it will 5ot be moro than s
year or two before the question of pro-
vineial prohibition will be again to the
fore and, if the question is put before
the electors fairly, it will be sure to
carry,

Instead of leading in prohibitory leg
islation we in Canada are behind the
States of the American Union. In the
country to the south of us some ten
Btates now enjoy total prohibition. A
number of them have had it for many
years. In Kansas it has been in foree
for so long that there are many young
people who have grown to manlood
and womanhood without ever socing
a public bar or a drunken man or
woman. In one year recently some
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