
kLP FARM WEEDS nLP
The annual losses due to the 

occurrence of pernicious weeds 
upon farm lands, although ack­
nowledged in a general way, are

etc., than to recognize the familiar 
cultivated plants.

In the official bulletins which 
have been widely distributed dur­

ing recent years the 
weeds have been named 
uniformly, though many 
of them have other local 
names. It is therefore 
clearly important. that 
those for whose benefit 
the bulletins have been 
prepared should know the 
plants by the names offic­
ially recognized, so that 
they may ho able to make 
the fullest use of the in­
formation.

The prevalence of some 
species in certain parts of 
the Dominion must be 
viewed with gravest alarm, 
for thtey have taken such 
possession of the land a3

WILD OAT —(Avena Eatua.)
Annual. The atemaare smooth andei 

forma a loose panicle wilh nodding and 
leta. Wild Oat* have a thick hairy chaff i 
covered with brown hairs, which dial! 
the cultivated oat.

Time of seeding, July and August 
produces 800 seeds. ■

far greater than is 
losses can be apprecii 
however, by treattnëut 
upon an accurate knowh 
the nature of each \veed.i

Most fanners give little 
attention to the weeds 
among their crops. Some 
that, because many of these plants 
are unfamiliar, the exact recog­
nition of all of them is impossible. 
This, however, is not the case, 
and, as the different kinds vary 
greatly in their power of robbing 
the farmer, it is certainly advis­
able that more attention should be 
given to weed pests. Although 
several hundred kinds of plants 
grow wild in almost every locality, 
and many of these may appear 
among cultivated crops, compar­
atively few give serious trouble— 
not more than there are different 
kinds of crops grown—and 
cultivator of the soil knov 
difference betwe

ous on their first appearance. 
Hence we have ‘One year’s seed­
ing, seven years’ weeding.’ There 
are some weeds so noxious that if 
farmers knew their real character 
and ret ignized the plants on their 
first up learance, they would post­
pone all other business until they 
were destroyed . . . Self-
interest should be a sufficient in­
centive to farmers to destroy
weeds if it is clearly shown that it 
will pay them to do so,”—II. 
Mackellar.

What Is A Weed?
There are many definitions of 

the word, but perhaps from a 
farmer’s standpoint the best one 
is, “Any injurious, troublesome 
or unsightly plant that is at the 
same time useless or compar­
atively so.” As a general state­
ment, it may tie said that our most 
troublesome weeds have been in- 

' troduced into 
Canada from 
other coun­
tries; but it 
is also true 
liât, under 
special cir­
cumstances, 
some of our 
wild native 
plants may 
increase and 
become nox­
ious weeds.” 
Losses Due 
To Weeds.

Tt is im­
possible to 
ivtvi'mine ac-

Quack Grass 
and Canada 
Thistle i n 
parts of al­
most every 
province; ^
Ox-eye Daisy 
in the Maritime Provin ‘oe; 
Field Sow Thistle in the Maritime 
Provinces, Quebec, Ontario, and 
the Red River Valley in Mani­
toba; and Stinkweed or Penny 
Cress, Rail Mustard and Hare’s- 
ear Mustard in all the Prairie 

BEHrinces.
The incruuae of weeds is fn- 
' 9 the fact that

CANADA THISTLE (Cnlcus tn-tnib).
Perennial. Very hardy weed, with running root stalks, 
hicli bear a large number of shoot*. Common In fields, 
rain and pastures. Seeds July to September. An 

average plant produces 8,500 seed*.

curately the losses to the 
individual farmer, or to 
an agricultural district or 
country as a whole, from 
weeds growing upon culti­
vated land. In various 
ways they lower the yield, 
depreciate the quality and 
value of the crops, and 
add to the cost of pro­
duction.

1. Weeds rob the soil 
of plant food and of 
moisture, thus increas­
ing the effects of drought

tho soil and wasting it by evapora­
tion.

2. Weeds crowd out more use­
ful plants, being hardier and, ua 
a rule, more prolific.

3. Weeds are a source of ex­
pense. From the time fanners 
begin to prepare their land for a 
crop, these ener. ies increase tho 
cost of every ojteration—of plow­
ing, harrowing, seeding, cultivat­
ing, cutting, binding, carrying 
and threshing as well as in clean­
ing, freighting and marketing the 
produce. Direct losses arc the 
larger consumption of binder 
twine necessary when weedy crops 
are harvested, the extra wear and 
tear on machinery duo to coarse- 
growing weeds, and the depreci­
ation in the market value of the 
crops because of the presence of 
weeds in hay or of weed seeds 
in grain.

4. The eradication of tho 
worst weeds is costly in. labor, time 
and machinery, and frequently 
prevents a farmer from following 
the best crop rotation, or even 
compels him to prow crope which 
are less advantageous.

5. Many weeds are conspic­
uous and all are unsightly on 
farm lands. They thus, in a 
varying degree, according to their 
several natures, depreciate the 
value of land.

6. Rome weeds are harmful to 
stock, being poisonous, as Water 
Hemlock; others are injurious to 
their products, as burs in wool, or 
Wild Garlic and Stinkweed,

PERENNIAL ROW THISTLE. 
(Sonchus arvensis. )

Sow Thistle. Sweet finuw, Quack, recognize thoee that are danger- by taking up
of drought Perennial, with vigorous underground root stalks, and of
water from "“‘za..™»,,,..,


