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FARM

WEEDS
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The annual losses due to the
occurrence of pernicious weeds
upon farm lands, although ack-

nowledged in a general way, are

ete., than to recognize the familiar
cultivated plants,

In the official bulletins which
have been widely distributed dur-
ing recent years the

Wl

weeds have been named
uniformly, though many
of them have other local
names. It is therefore
clearly important that
those for whose benefit
the bulleting have been
prepared should know the
plants by the names offie-
ill“}' recognized, so that
they may be able to make
the fullest use of the in-
formation.

4 The prevalence of some
3 Rpm'ilw in certain parts of
the Dominion
viewed with gravest alarm,
for thtey have taken such
possession of the land a8

must be

ous on their first appearance.
Hence we have ‘One year's seed-
ing, seven years’ weeding,” There
are some weeds so noxious that if
farmers knew their real character
and recognized the plants on their
first ap rearance, they would post-
pone all other business until they
were destroyed . . .  Self-
interest should be a sufficient n-
centive to farmers to destroy
weeds if it is clearly shown that it
will pay them to do so,"—IL
Mackellar,
Waar Is A Ween?

There are many definitions of
the word, but perhaps from ‘a
f.lr’llll'l‘ﬂ ~mnr||m|nt the best one

is, “Any injurions, troublesome
or unqghtb plant that is at the
same time um-h-ﬂs or compar-

* As a general state-

ment, it may be said that our most
troublesome weeds have been in-
+ troduced into

atively so.”

WILD OAT ~(Avena Fatua,)

Annual,
lets. Wild Oats havea thick hairy ¢l
the cuitivated oa
pr&l‘::fl“‘l]‘:cd«ml July - e

far greater than is rej
losses can be apprecial

however, Ii.\' treatim ot
upon an accurate knowl
the nature of each weell

Most farmers give

attention to the weeds _vm
among their crops.

that, because many of these plants
are unfamiliar, the exact recog-
nition of all of them is impossible.
This, however, is not the case,
and, as the different kinds vary
greatly in their power of robbing
the farmer, it is certainly advis-
able that more attention should be
given to weed pests.  Although
soveral hundred kinds of plants
grow wild in almost every locality,
and many of these may appear
among cultivated crops, compar-
atively few give serious
not more than there are d

kinds of eroj
cultivator Qrﬁt

‘The stems are smooth and erect, while the head

forms a loose panicle with nodding and spreading branch-
chaff and long b(nllwn

covered with bnmu hairs, which distinguish them

Some think

Sow Thutlo Sweet Gmn Quack, recognize those that are danger-

Quml\ (nrmm
and Canada
Thistle in

B Canada from
other coun-
tries; but it
is also true
hat, under
special  cir-
cumstances,
some of our
wild native
plants may
increase and
become nox-
" jous weeds.”
Losses Due
To WeEDs,
Tt is ime
1o

parts of al-
most  OVEry ' pereanial.
provinee; Fug
Ox-eye Daisy

in  the Maritime Provinoes;
Field Sow Thistle in the Maritime
Provinces, Quebee, Ontario, and
the Bed River Valley in Mani-
toba; and Stinkweed or Pemmy
Cress, Ball Mustard and Hare’s-
par  Mustard in all the Prairie

Very hardy weed,
and pastures.

CANADA THISTL h (Cnicus lv\vn‘h\)

average plant pw(h!cﬂ 3

with ruanin, stalks,
ol Shooks. Comtans 1o faide
Iy, o September,  Ad

curately the losses to the
individual farmer, or to
an agricultural district or
country as a whole, from
weeds growing upon culti-
vated land. In various
ways they lower the yield,
depreciate the n|lm|n_y and
value of the crops, and
add to the cost of pro-
duction.

1. Weeds rob the soil
of plant food and of

. S ~ﬂ'

the soil and wasting it by evapora-
tion,

2. Weeds crowd out more use-
ful plants, being hardier and, as
a rule, more prolific,

3. Weeds are a source of ex-
pense.  From the time farmers
begin to prepare their land for a
crop, these ener ies increase the
cost of every operation—of plow-
ing, harrowing, seeding, cultivat-
ing, cutting, binding, ecarrying
and threshing as well as in clean-
ing, freighting and marketing the
produce.  Direct losses are the
larger consumption of binder
twine necessary when weedy crops
are harvested, the extra wear and
tear on machinery due to coarse-
growing weeds, and the depreci-
ation in the market value of the
crops because of the presence of
weeds in hay or of weed seeds
in grain,

t. The eradication of the
worst weeds is costly in labor, time
and machinery, and frequently
prevents a farmer from following
the best erop rotation, or even
compels him to grow erops which
are less advantageous,

5. Many weeds are conspic-
uwons and all are unsightly on
farm lands. They thus, in a

varying degree, according to their
several matures, depreciate the
value of land.

6. Some weeds are harmful to
stock, being poisonous, as Water
Hemlock; others are injurions to
their products, as burs in wool, or
WM Garlic and Stinkweed,

moisture, thus increas-
ing the effects of drought
by taking up water from

PERENNIAL S8OW THISTLE.
Sonchus arvensis

( ),
Perennial, with lllduwwnd root stalks, and
milky whu:jukv.'m:;un tonal.ul. An -ven.:'::ln::s
produces 2000 o
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