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E. vard Blake is by all odds the ablest law
yer on the Ministerial side of the Hous. just
as Palmer ix the ablest on the Opposition side.
He is a fine Parliamentary spoaker, and a Min-
ister of mueh administeative ability, 1o and
Sir John McDonald have hoen the only wen in
the oflice of Minister of Justice who conld per-
form its daties. Al the others have failed
lamentably, aznd a bill has been passed for the
appointment of another law Minister to share
the duties of the department of jsstice. Sir
John performed the duties of the office and
nlso attended to the multifarious duties of First
Minister, hearing the double hurden for years
successfully. But Mr. Blake hroke down com.
pletely under the strain, and had to retire, e
L not a delicate man, but one eapable of doing
much more than any ordinary man's work,
He is not sick now, but is the pieture of health.
The fact is that Sir Tohn Maadonald and Alex.
Mackenzie are the only two men in the House
who have displayed the power of endurance
requisite for leading the Iouse and discharging
the double duties of First Minister and one of
the Departments.  While most of the portfo-
lios require more clevical skill, and wonld run
themselves if the signature of the Minister was
not required occasionally, the Departments of
Justice and Public Works involve a vast
amount of work.

Mr. Blake is a tall man, and has hegun to
develop a corpornlinn that may ia time rival
Judge Gilbert's. Ile is rather an imposing
figure, as he walks briskly along, peering from
right to left through his spectacles, and seeing
everything while seeming to look over or
through it. ** Who is he?" naturally rises to
the lips as he passes. Iis face is fresh, full of
color, and_round, with a shine to it like that
of n schoolboy’s after having been washed and
wiped by his mother. e looks as though he
might blush, if he had caunse for blushing, and
1 know of nothing more complimentary than
this that can be said of a veteran politician,
His hair is brown, and always has a neglected
look. It covers his head, fulls over his fore-
head, and always sticks out behind in more or
less profusion. = Sometimes he takes his fore-
locks in his hand and pulls them further down
on his forehead, and again he runs his fingers
through them and gives them a straggling and
demoralized nspect. e is fond of pulling or
crashing his hat over his eyes, frathering him-
sell into himsell very much, and watching.
Whether he is thinking out problems of law or
State, taking mental notes or those around him,
or merely (indulging in dreams of something
more satisfactory than the honor of public life,
is not easy to say. Sometinies both hands are
clasped behind liis hend, and again his face is
buried deep in bis hands on the desk, This is
asure sign that he does not want to be dis-
turbed, that he is weary of his surroundings
and wants to have nothing to do with them for
the time, and no one ever ventures to slap him
on the shoulder and say, “ A word in your ear,
old fellow.” If they did, however, he wonld
show no annoyance, hut would listen to them
and retire agin into his :hell. These and
other peculiarities give him rather an eccentric
nir, and some have even hinted that he is not
nlwng'. exactly sane. But there is no ground
for this, as his eccentricities are but the signs
of the rebellion of genins against the repress-
ing of individuality for the purpose of conform-
ing to the standards whicl society and party
ket up for all men’s imitation. Ile luf{ the
Cabinet because he conld no longer endure the
hurden of having ll'lf'l to appear to be per-
fectly in accord with his colleagues. It would
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not sarprise me to see him at a ball in a busi- |
ness sult, by way of protest against the law |
that insists” on ‘the swallow-tail uniformity
When listening to the proceedings of the Hois
he is ¥ perfectly quiet p

8 his han)

as though he wore whiskers, and |
gives many other signs of restlessness,
extremely sensitive to censur i
i her sensitive men,
skinned asan elephant
ioms on which e has risen o speak this
have been when somo speaher alluded
n, and the burden of w he said has
been in his own defenee,  His W influence
over the Government, consideriy .
he exerts limself, is wonderful.  Whenever he
econdescends to make a snggestion it i3 acte
on instantly, no matter if it destroys the pur- |
pose and changes the principle of the Lill they
,m\'v introdueed.  The Premier seems ner-
vously anxions to please him in o
withoat making direct proffers of s
is afraid of Edwrrd Blake, that is ¢
never happy when he is in doubt of his
val.  He speaks forcibly, clearly, and with
good temper,  He is seldom severe, in a per-
sonal sense, does not draw mees and state
them as facts, as the 1"
not persist, like him, in re- ing, in another
form, what a member denies. 1t is hardly
probable that Mr. Blake will ever again aceept
a subordinate place in any Cabinet. . The place
of First Minister might tempt him, hut th
is no other position which has any charms for
him. e is not fond of place and power in the
valgar sense, not fond enongh to sacrifice his
own opinions for them. and wonld accept oftice
again only on condition that he was to have
his own ideas carried out completely, 1t wonld
be a serious loss to the country if Mr. Blake
earried ont his threat of re ent from Par-
linment.  On the Mi al benehies he is a
check on the Government, making them feel
that they cannot gotoo far on a wrong road
without forfeiting his support, and in H||Lm~i-
tion he would, as he has boen before, e a keen
critic of Government legislation.
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*** What is the difference between a dandy,
an optieal contusion, and a well in which water
is frozen ? The first is a nice swell, the second
is an eye swell, and the thivd is an ice well,

*** A tail more bare than a bear's tail. A
tale bearer,

*** How to cure a eynic of misanthropy
Give him a good salary and nothing to do.
That would be a good cynic-cure.  (Sinecure,)

*** Why is a plney used for coining conn-
terfeit money like the lowest flat in a house ?
Beeanse it is a hase-mint

*** Why is the Turkish religion the most
fashionable.  Becanse ivs al-lah-inole

*** The Hon. John Morrissey has won so
much money on “mills,” that he is now calle.l
a Mill-ionaire.

*** Where do we look for redress for injur-
ies 2 In juries,

*** “Attack of the Blues.” Beaten by a
“ Bobhy."

*** “Intiers T pine for thee,” as the pile of
pine deals said to their owner,

A constant reader asks if a ship's bow is to
be accepted as a mark of politeness on the part
of the vessel? Such a trivial question deserves
a stern rebuke.—Norristown Herald, Better
refer the matter to Martin Gale.— N, ¥, News,

We'd rudder not express an opinion.
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SELECT SCINTILLATIONS,

EY S selssons,'

“Sale of the Erie Railway  postponed.”
This is the way it always goes with us,  Just
s We were getting Vv Lo run down to New
York and buy a railroud, lhearing that one was
for sale, they postponed  the  vendue. Cin,
Natvrday Night.  When do Yo expeet to let
apon these Evie-sistible jocularit

New

Fhe doctor and iy
Will never have two 5

For the former necds his patients,

And the latter patience needs

—Huckensael Republican,
The same woman who ean ta
ventory of another feminine's s
hall a2 ‘minute will ocenpy an enti
telling her neighbor the details —

. 1. News,

C. O Mie says that his wife has hysteria and
he has Dis terrier too, at ¢ and the same
time.— Youlers Gazelte,

Season-able advice to gymmasts: If von
want to learn to tin S r anlts nse a
Npving hoard, and by Winter vou  Awtwmn
make - grood tnmbler —St, John Togen. Or
hankeupt s factory.—N. ), News,
vith the tied - Quarrvelling with

Norr'stown Herald,

o Pres s a barber never

nt paviner. He wonld be * taken

i il he did,

In standing up for the vight it is sometimes
necessary to knock down with the right —
Turner's Falls Ry porter,

It puts one in a neck-salted condition to have
his throat fenced in with a supply of salt pork.
Youlers Gazethe,

raflle in Nevada one man
That's a nice Kind of pry's
—Consul Catlin,

We have heen without mail communieation
with the outside world for the last 12 days,
being the longest case of “ice-solation” for many
vears —Charlottetown Patriot,

HE who steals one empty purse,

Tukes that which maketh us po worse,
But he comm ts most wicked deeds,
Who steals our e iphic sereeds,
Vhitchall Times,

re finding fault with
nsions of the new silver dollar, but in
our opinion its size depends altogether upon
cirenmstances. For instance, when you hand
itto yonr wife to pay the last week's washing
it looks big enongh to eclipse a full moon, but
when you toss it on the connter and yell, “Set-
emupagain,” it looks w insiguiticant as a pep-
permint lozenger in a cheese factory, — Brook-
ville Demoerat,

Some of our exchanges
the din:

A Chieago firm has purchased a large drove
of steers which are to he sent by steamehip to
the pastures of North Germany for fatting and

—Fr. Would they o ns'stecrage passen-
gers? =St John Torcu, Of course not, for
though steerage passengers may be poor and
lean they are not contemptible enough to earry
tails about how m horns the captain takes
on atrip.— N. V. News.

The Elmira Cemetery Company has paid a
dividend.—Erchange.  We shonld rather eall
it a bone-us.—N. Y. Nows. The profits were
divi-dead probably. - S¢. John Torcnw.  We
rather think they were sonl-ed from the hody.
~Gowanda Enterprise. Now, who would have
thonght that Enterprise wonld Go-wander-ing
oft'in this fashion >—N, ). News,

There is no trath in the statement that the
English are buying horses in the West. It was
invented by asses.— Roston Traveller.

Are you not bi-assed in your opinion?
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