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BRITISH MINERAL PRODUCTION S-’5.5i'u.in*>. The aggregate annual value i>( tlv min 
vrai jiroductions <»( lhe l "niteil kingdom, ibis year, 
will reach in it far short nf five humlrvil millions of 
dollars. Looking at the magnifies r.t rerun! of the to

Mipremarv of Gnat Hr,tain as a manufacturing e,*„, , sl,"> "f rirh minvral I,r,,,l,v;i”"s " Br"
try has been limit a mineral lx,sis. The eoal aln' ‘■M-veially of thus,' aMocutv.1 v.itli Us karting m
ami iron mines of the old land have been, and are vet, ,lu,,rivs- wc mav wvU l""k for.'",r'1 'vU ’ 
worth more than all the g,4d and silver mine, ever di, h"lwl l-ro|.or.ionatel? rich financial results from 
ioverecl. Xs far l.aek as hist,.r, goes, iron «as the dvVelo,m,ent of the mineral resource; .,f Canada, 

smelted in England in eliareoal furnaces, and eon 
verted into weapons and tools.

It is not usual to regard tire.it Kritain as es|M'vialh 
ruh in minerals, hut official returns show that in this 
respect it is one of the wealthiest in the world. Thei

Over seven centuries ago Newcastle was shipping 
coal to London and other points. In i.fiti the use of 
coal was theil to he stopped In Koval proclamation, , 
and lines were ini|xwcil mi those who used lin- Im l 
XX nil amazing perversity, the production of coal m 
England Ini' always I .veil subjected to most oppressive 
regulations Lor many years over live million dol 
lars a year were imposed on shipments from coal 
fields to other parts of the country. The following 
show s in a condensed form the kinds of minerals pro­
duced in the United Kingdom for 1K07 and ittyK, the 
weights and values living taken from an official return.

A HISTORY OF BANKING IN CANADA.

f ( Iriginalh published as a part of the "History of 
Hanking in all Nations." by the "Journal of Com 
tncrcc and Commercial Hulletin." New X’ork, Mr. It.
L. XX aikrr’s interesting account of the history of Can 
a,liait banking is now appearing as a separate volume. 
The talented general manager of the Canadian Hank

1

of Commerce requires no introduction to his country­
men. Ily his speeches and writings he has acquired 
an enviable reputation as one of the leading authorities 
of the American continent upon questions of cur 
rcncy and finance. In a modest preface by the author 
of this very instructive work, reference is made to 

: the last revision of the Hank Act in 1890, "hen the 
present Dominion system id banking first received 
the serious attention of our neighbours with whom
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2U2,|2ii,130 29*.7011,000 q |)as sjnC(. |>t-caine a subject of much studious ill

4,973,000 tercst. The speech of Mr. XXaikcr, delivered before 
.-.-6 "in' I **,e *a,c Sir John A. Macdonald ami the members of

|M|,.'ls:, imisen j the Cabinet when the present Hank Act was in course
I'1* I,i,089,400 ! ,,f framing, will long be remembered by those pre
2.221.71.', 2.779,41111 ' sent. Mr. Walker’» "History of Hanking in Can
1.903,49:1 3,104,40(1 ada" sets forth the principles of the Dominion Hank

0119,194 h,247,1100 Act most dearly, and its appearance in such attr.i.'
7,120 1,271,000 live shape ;,t the present time ought to give pleasure
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Mucrllenceu, ; and profit to young bank managers, merchants, poll 

ticians uvl ad who desire to have the his; u"\ of our 
I system of hanking unbilled to them in plain and 

simple language. Only those who have had the 
pleasure of listening to Mr. Walker can realize how 
fascinating he is aide to make a subject about which 
the ordinary citizen would think no romantic inter­
est could possibly cling. Yet, as the author rightly 
claims, the history of currency and banking in Canada

Total values...............  $387,0(10,0(81 36(1,280,000

The rv|Mirt is prefaced by an introduction by an 
eminent geological and mineral expert, who ex 
presses grave doubts about the cixd supplies of lire.,t 
Kritain lasting as long as has been predicted now it 
is being wasted so recklessly If, however, wv tutu 
to recent Custom House returns from lircat Kritain 
we find that no1 fewer that. European countries ! >'as- fr°"> ,he Point <lf vicw ,,f development, the ail 
take civil from English mines, also shipment, are I van,aKc of >>‘’Kin"inK with the simplest conditions o 
made to Egvpt. Krazil. Hritisl, India and other for 1 hartcr' ,ol!owcd h>' a currency limited to moose and

beaver skills, and passing by intelligible stages to 
a condition of sufficient perfection to be worthy of

1

cign juins. This year ii|> to Jolli Sejitember, no less 
‘ than thirty two and a half millions of tons of coal 

were exjiorted from Great Kritain to foreign countries. , consideration as one of the half dozen best systems m
i the world.

■

This does not include the coal jilaced on hixtnl steam 
ers for their own consumjitvm, which average alxntl ' We heartily commend a “History of Hanking in 
one million tons j>vr month. Although the minerals 
included in the rejxirt number ,Vl. the great bulk of 
them ill weight and value may be classified under three 
beads: building materials valued for one entire year's and earnest scholar, a master of his subject, and is 
j.roduction at $.(<>,500,ixx>; coal, one year, $42(1.51*1,
an; itxm, lead and other ores, also salt, one year, 1 bankers and business men.

Canada" for jicrusal by every ixic who takes the 
slightest interest in the progress and prosperity of 
the Dominion. Such a hook is the work of a zealous1

!
therefore deserving of diligent contemplation by
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