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pm eu mier uie last census was laaeii, Closes uns 
section oi ine voiuiue.ACTUARIAL STUDIES. inese lames are siaieu

The first of the new series of actuarial Ixioks w ^ uie lim 01 any scitntuic vuiue pieptueu 
issued by the Actuarial Society of America have „y Ule (j_ uovernment irom census returns, 
just appeared. ^ me general results oi the investigate!

Heretofore with the exception of the “Text and tne processes by winch results were obtaineu 
Book of the Institute of Actuaries of Great Bri- dle described, 
tain,” which covei-s the fur lamentais of actuarial -lhe 0|del. mortality tables were lormed lrem 
theory, and a few other text books, which are popu^yn statistics; but lor nearly seventy years 
more elementary, the literature of actuarial set- ^ ^les ^icb |,ave been most valuable lor in- 
enc6 hss been practically altogether contained in 
scattered original papers, each usually covering 
only a subdivision of some larger subject. These 
papers aie in many cases contained in society 
transactions difficult to obtain, and thus are not
a Tfie^aeries of books entitled " Actuarial Stud- ciety in London; then proceeds to describe the 
ies” published by the Actuarial Society of Am- actuaries' table, the American experience table, 
erica, is the result of an effort to obviate this dif- standard Industrial and National Fraternal Con- 
ficulty and by little treatises in book form, more or gress tables.
less comprehensive and complete according to the Select life tattles and there preparation form 

of the subject, to present each subject another sub-section covering nineteen pages, and

are suueu

purposes have been derived from recordssurance 
of life insurance companies.

The section dealing with tables formed from 
the experience of life insurance companies com- 

witli tables derived from Uld Equitable Se­mences

nature ___
as a whole in a form that makes it easily available altev describing selection and its general effects, 
to the student or the actuary. King's analysed tables, Sprague's select tables, the

The first of these "Actuarial Studies” is specialized and the medico-actuarial mortality in-
Sources and Characteristics of the Principal Mor- vestjgaljonH iUX; described. Other publications 

tality Tables, by Henry Moir. are dealt with, and the section closes with a brief
In the case of this volume the conditions de- account of Japanese life tables published in 1912. 

manding such a book were unquestionably present, Thg ,atter t of the volume deals with the
i^Xty* ,~i: mortality ol .nmiitanu «, ,how„ ySMW
IU iwninU» a search which invok'd Government statistics and amongst British me 

much labouHn going to original sources and wad- annuitants, then annuitants resident in the United 
ing through many papers was required to get the States and Canada. A brief statement of vat mus 
adequate information about even well-known and other lines of inquiry under this mortality ques- 
imuortant tallies. tion, and tallies of mortality rates and cxpecta-

For each volume of the “Actuarial Studies” tions by various well-known standard tables dote 
there is a “principal contributor" (who usually the volume.
nriv lie regarded as the author) and one or more In book making the volume is very satisfac- 
associate contributors, assisting the “principal tory. The book is printed in large type on paper 
contributor” by criticism and in various ways, of a good quality and thickness and it is well 
The “principal contributor" for the present vol- bound in maroon cloth. The size of the page is 
ume is Henry Moir, actuary of the Horne Life In- the same as that of the transactions of the Actu- 
surance Company, and President of the Actuarial arial Society and the book itself is, of a size that 
Society of America. The associate contributors ,s easy and convenient to use. 
are J. D. Craig, L. K. File, A. T. Maclean and H. H. FLlJ REDUCES LIFE SURPLUS.

"d«TXr whS, doS “Loo iSLlc. „» a,.dolly t. polio,holder, « to »
i.Jue, ana oi wnicn ueia reduction in surplus that may come about. Un-
StoSÆiS t^tZ der the circumstance, reduced suiplua
topical compilations as the Northampton (1783) increased mortality will offer a gwd life
and Car'isle (1815) tables, and proceeds to discuss "^"'r^utt'"^! ^poor undt-rv IV
tables formed from census returns, sixteen pages tality did not result I
beinir iriven to the history of the various English mfif- On the contrary» .
life fables of which eight have lieen formed. Some holders who were from the '
!tl these have been used for important purposes in viewpoint the very best risks are attacked. More- 
this rountry and those of later date give valuable over, the agent can well point out that the sur- 
sLatistics of’mortality by occupation, and also of plus is carried by a company to meet just»uch 
mortality by “varying degree of urlwnization." a situation as the influenza epidemic.—Southern 

An account of the U. S. life tables 1910, pre- Underwriter.
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