
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

Presbyterian General Assembly
Great Debate on Union.

tiou was to be taken. These young men 
seemed to hesitate uecause llie) eoulil 
uvl eve every step in the future, they 
could uot tell wnut tue Spirit of Cod 
would do with a people like tliose oi 
Canada. There might be a vitality aud 
power m the nation sueh as history had 
not yet revealed, lue Spirit of Chris 
tianity took shaiie under diiiervnl cou- 
ditious than these o' today. Were the 
voiiditiuue oi the 1*191 to be stamped up
on them7 They weiv not.
Irish; they were a new peo 
eu that the older people» had such a 
contentment with tiling* a* they are 
they hud no de. . to do better. .No one 
loved I'rvebyterianisui belter tluin lie, 
uur with better right, jut above the de- 

most nviuiuatiuu was the living body of 
Christ. If they ceased in their effort* 
they went back to rivalry, and would 
be to a certain extent alien from the 
spirit of the Master.

itev. \\. J. Clarke, of London, al»o 
l nought the amendment a piece of eccle
siastical tyranny. Ihe people were 
mure inclined than they to tie swayed by 
prejudice. It was their duty to educate 
mem out of that, lie had gone to the 
committee prejudiced agitiumt union, but 
as he sat and listened he saw the linger 
of Cod at work. Those who opjiuned 
it might well pause ust haply they be 
found to light against liod.

The hour of adjournment having been 
reached, the discussion will be continued 
in the morning. Principal MacLaren 
having the floor.

it since the Reformation. The title of 
the spirit of union was rising steadily 
in all hearts, lie believed that it wa* 
the spirit of (iod. Inquiries had come 
from all quarters. What could lie done 
in Canada, it was thought, could be 
done in Australia, New Zealand and 
houtli Africa, and coul-l not fail of 
inlluenee on Scotland. Nothing, he wa» 
sure, would be said but irom the 
honorable motive, aud nothing but the 
most generou* interpretation would be 
placed on any criticism offered.

Rev. I)r. Armstrong seconded the mo
tion. The t'de ol democracy hail set in 
and the jieople. he said, would assert 
their views in the matter.

Reaction Since Last Year,
Rev. John MaeKay, Montreal, au-ved 

in amendment that "the report Ik- re
ceived with an explosion ol satiwtacliou 
in tne iratviiial and Christian 
with which the negotiations had 
conducted, hut that after consideration 
ot the conclusion» lu which the com
mittee had conic, the Assembly was 
constrained to declare, ami heieby do 
decuiic, that the piuposed union wouai 
not in their judgment be in the best in
terest ol the Presbyterian 
particular, nor ui Christian life and 
work in Canada in general, aud, tlieie- 
fure, i«-quest that any further negotia
tion* may be in tile line of federal or 
co-operative union.

FIFTH DAY.

lamdon. June lb. In the Assembly, the 
morning, Principal Patrick muted tin- re
solution of which he had given notice.

Church union, 
and Itapt ist

•Scotch or 
pie. It seem-

approving the luporl on 
and inviting the Anglican 
< iiuivhvs to uk i*m .111 the subsequent 
negotiation*. He had never lor a moui- 
tm watered m the «olivet.on that they 
were following the clearest indieaiioue ol 
Divine Providence, lime, he veniured to 

the caK'Uue of the que*-reniaid them,
Uon. It could not be despatched in a 
Kw mouths. They had IniCtt blamed by 

for making- uw* progrès» than was
«•Ajteeted, but progress w.ie to be measured 
In ultimate result*. There was nothing 
final or ultimate in the report, the duuu-

and liav-inent* Ik- ng purely proviso 
ing still to t>e scrutinized by the Joint 
Committee. The report ou doclrine re- 
pivscuti d a subciaui^il measure ot un- 

all the altieles of the Christianaiiimity on
la tli. l lie Methodwt, eomnutlee had mg- 
givltsl very tew vliallgea. ilotli eliurelio
weiv evangelical and lie had loiiiul •*" 
iniKii vvangem-.il Ariuiunui.siii in tiie 
Presbyterian Church as in the Method it. 
lie would uot say it was couscio is and 
iIvlilH'iale, hut it was there, lie had no 
hesitation m say ng tluit from a catholic 
and t liurcii point ol vu.**v the ne»v docu
ment was more in accord with tile doct
rine of the New Testament than tha Coll
iers.on ul Faith, and therefore more m 
haruKiii) with Christian experience. lie 
eonimeimed

An Important Fund.
Church in

Uu resum ng the aged and infirm nun 
idlers' fund report wa* presented by «I. 
K. Macdonald, wIkj expressed the nope 
that llie committee would not reel until 

No man hud a u piueiou for forty ytvtr»' survive of $3UU
ngnt to say that the Lord's Prayer 'n- li.nl been provided. He aiiticijM
(I <.it«d that there should Ire one CUruch. breaking down oi many men bet

age of 70 would result from the hard 
work to be done in the west, and recom
mended that provision be made by the uc- 

lointed lor, cumulation of a large capital fund. Tlie 
showing luport stated that all the annuitant» had 

evils complained ot. been jsi d the full amount vailed for by
the rules. Taking the euetern aud west
ern branches togctlier, the debt liad Hi- 
cleased $842.27. though that in the west 
hud been reduced *100.00. The délit 
ugdinel the ordinary fund wa» *1,730.51. 
The increase in the givings, imrtieutarly 
in the western section, had been marked. 
In the west tin* increaee had been $3,- 
UtU.tti and in the east $113.08. Interest on 
$1.4UC17 over last year, and there had 
also been an increase of $1,010.23 in the 
mimsteiw' rates, indicating Uiat mmistei* 
wen seeking eoiineetion with the fund. 
In the west the diebunscincnts had 
amounted to $31,825.23 and in the cart 
*7.070.03.

The capital account lor assets amounted 
ed to $229,355.50. The agent foi the fund, 
Rev. A. 11. Scott of Perth, had met with 
encouraging success in his work. In all 
123 aged ministers had received the benelil 
of the fund. An appeal for sympathy in 
aid of the help for these ex-servants of 
the Church wa» also made. The report, 
incluiliiiig the recommendation* of the 
committee and tlie continuation of Rev. 
A» II. Scott, Perth, as special agent for 
the fund, was adopted.

On motion of Messrs. J. K. Macdonald 
and Walter l’aul. the sum of 8200 was 
voted to the ex-Moderator, and a like sum 
to the present Moderator towanfe travel
ling ex|tense* incurred in attending fre
quent and various function*.

Sabbath Observance.

tlie siiupleily, directno** 
mill warmth of the language Used. It rv 
presented >er.pturv in lueadth and full
ness. ami affirmed truth us greater than 
any system ol 'philosophy or lUeology. In 
the report the uiittMiy. the i«.i»to«alv, 
tlie train.ng uu student* and the tund 

dealt h with, tjueet one U> be answered

ted tlie 
ore the

liie whoie talk wa* the outgrowth and 
survival ol the old Catholic eolieeplion. 
He maintained tii.it the committee had 
not done what it had been appo 
which w as to gal lier statistics 
the extent of llie 
lie eared iiioic annul the production of 
Christian character than ul a big Church, 

to Ottawa and n*k the 
, that the Roman I’ath- 

It would be a supreme eacri-

lee now

at ordinal mu were not to be repeated, one 
assurance Irom an honest mm being *ullt- 

clause, a* he uuder»to«Ml 
ha«t liven mtrodueeil to suit men of i-viir • 

ix.ng the declaration,

eut. 1 which ««mill
for allgovernment 

oiies got.
. he

live const
and uu. .ii oruer to tolerate laxity of sen
timent. and wouid be omitted if desired.

asserted, lor him to go 
ChurvlChuivli composed of three 

negotiating. The gieat west ns a whole 
di«l not want union. Competition woe 
tlie lie-t thing for them, and it was an 

to have two or three men

A •In polity mu. h wo* jvi to lie done, 
to aitm n’«tration, the Methodists 
proved t.hvin*eiv> in gratifying 
about the eldership, and 
reta.n ".he Dilution* < i the vtiicc, if uot 
tiie name. In connection with provision 
lor minister* lie reminded them of Mat
thew Henry’s phraov, "A scandalous main
tenance maki» a scandalous ut nietry. ’

hud cx-

would like to advantage 
working in the western (owns.

Rev. D. Campbell, Kamloops, second- 
he knew.cd the amendment. So far as 

there was no |ios*ibi!ity of carrying the 
Church unanimously for union, 
had been a reaction against it since last

There
A People's Question.

Principal Falconer spoke in strong 
eupiiort ot Dr. Patrick’s motion. Mr. 
MaeKay's amendment, said Dr. Falconer, 
implied the questions: Was the union 

Was it feasible? The sense

in any of the reports would 
prosecution of the endeavor 
Hut Irom first to last the 

stiuii must be a people e question. At 
stage it was their duty to inform 

and teavii the jieople. They were not ex
pecting a judgment even Irom the As
sembly. What an incompetent commit
tee they would lie to ask judgment 'on 
results uot yet passed upon. They had 
given the fullest press publicity to all 
the proceeding-, so that the whole Church 
should kuow what they were doing, and 
the fullest opportunity for consideration 
would be given. They must know, in 
the amplest manner, the m-nd of the 
Church. He wished to «ay that the 
clause inviting Anglican and Haptist 
Churches to (lie negotiation- hud been 
flamed indc]»ctidcntly the day before the 
visit of the llisbup of Huron. They 
cherished the ideal ot one national l’ro- 
te-tant Church, and behind the Methodist 
body wa* the same ideal. The Bishop's 
address was a noble challenge, and In* 
wan toil no great Protestant Church left 
out of the conference. The work of the 
committee was the most arduous enter
prise any body of Protestants had before

N'othii»l$ »
prevent the 
lor union.

this desirable?
of the amendment was that the union 
was desirable. No scholar would dream 
of saying we must re;urn to the con
dition* of the Apostolic age. Their Mas 
ter had spoken of the Holy Spirit that 
would lead them into all truth. Co- 
operation meant brotherhood, and that 
meant love, a word trialed by Christian
ity. The use of the word in the amend
ment admitted the desirability of union. 
It was their duty to prove if union were 
feasible. From the commencement he 
had put it in the forefront that it would 
be utter madness to go forward to a 
union that did not carry the whole 
Church with it. It was absurd to think 
that the Assembly could force it* will 
on the people. They must give the people 
their chance. The amendment would 
dictate to the jw-ople that they cannot 
have union, and would cast the move
ment out of the sphere of practical poli
tic*. Let the people know the situation 
and they would say whether further ac-

Mr. John A. Patenon. K.C.. 
the adoption of the report on Sabbath ob- 
eervanee and legislation.

Rev. J. (». Shearer of the lx>rd's Day 
Alliance «elated that it would take genera 
Lions to estimate the value to the coun
try of the Lord'* Day Act, a 1 unit to be 
jausted. Under it no Sunday excursion*. 
wiloonH. theatre*. ,pnifewium.il 
ttabinyy hunttingi. pJItoufaing bathing or 
amusements of any kind would be allowed, 
and no Sunday pape», either donrasUc or

muvv<l

.'dport*.
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