Presbyterian General Assembly

Great Debate on Union,

FIFTII DAY,

London, June 10.—In the Assembly. the
morning, Prncipal Patriek moved the o
solution of wlach he had given notice,
approving  the report on Church  union,
and inviting the Anghean  and  Baptist
Courches (o taic pare an the subsequent
negotiations. e had never for a mom-
ent wavered nthe convetion that they
the clearest andicitions ol

were following

Duvine Providence. Time, he veniured to
vennd them, was the essence of the ques
tion. It could not be despatched n a

fow months, They had been blamed by
some for making lese progress than was
eapected, but progress wae to be measured

by ultimate  resalis. Doere was nothing
fimal or ultumate in the report, the docu-
ments beng purely provisional and  bav-
g st to be scrutimzed by the Jomt
Committee. The report on doctiine  ve-

presentad a substantal measure ol un-
animity on all the artcles of the Chrisiim
tath, The Methodist commuttee had sugx

wostod very tew chianges, Both churches
were evangehbcal and he had tound  we
waen evangedcal  Arminansm o the

Preshyterian Chiureh as in the Method st
vould not ey 1t was consciots  and
deliberate, but it was there, He bad no
besitation i say ng that from a catholie

wd Chureh pomt ot view the uew docu-
ment was more inaccord with the doct-
rine ol the New Testament than Con
teesion of Faith, and therelore more  in
harmon i Clitistian experience,  lie
conmer aiso the simple directnoss
and warmth of the language Tumed. 1t re
presenced Serpaire an breadih and fali-

and altimued truth as greater than

slem ol yadosophy or e i

ort the mimstry, the pastoi

the twining o students and  the lu'ul
s o be answered
1o be rep AH"I_ ohe

were deaith w.th, Qu

wl dinabion were
assurance trom an honest man being sutl:
cent. The clouee, as be understood 1,
bad been ntroduced to suit men of eele
tive conscien waring the declaration,
and not i ¢ to wierate laxiiy of sens
timeat, ai wid be omitted af desived.
In y was 3ol 1o be done.  As
to adm nisti n, the Methodisis had ex-
) themselves I gratilying terms
the eidership, and would iike to
retaan the tunctions of the coflice, if ant
the name. In connection with provision

tor ministers he reminded them of Mat-
thew Henry's phrase, “A scandalous in-
tenance makes a scandalous monistry.

A People's Question,

Nothing in any of the reports would
prevent the prosecution of the endeavor
for union.  But trom first to last  the
question must be o people & question. At
thie stage 1t was their duty to inform
and teacn the people.  They were not ex-
peeting a judgment even from the As-
sembly What an incompetent commit-
tee they would be to ask judgment *on
results not yet passcd upon. They had
given the fullest press publicity to all
the proceedings, so that the whole Church
should know what they were doing, and
the fullest opportunity for consideration
would be given.  They must know, in
the amplest manner, the mind of the
Church.  He wishea to say that the
clause mviting  Anglican  and  Baptist
Churches to the negotiations had been
framed independently the day before the
visit of the Bishop of Huron. They
cherished the ideal of one national Pro-
testant Chureeh, and behind the Methodist
body was the same ideal. The Bishop's
address was a noble challenge, and  he
wanted no great Protestant Church left
out of the conference, The work of the
committee wis the most arduous enter-
prise any body of Protestants had before

it since the Reformation. The title of
the spirit of union was rising steadily
in all hearts. e believed that it was
the spirit of God. Inquiries had come
from all quarters. What could be done
in nada, it was thought, could be
done in Australia, New Zealand and
South  Afviea, and could not  fail  of
influence on Scotland.  Nothing, he was
sure, would be said but from the most
honorable motive, and nothing but  the
most generous interpretation  would  be
placed on any eriticism offered.

Reve Dr. Armstrong seconded the mo-
tion.  The tide of democracy had set in
and the people, he said, would assert
their views in the matter.

Reaction Since Last Year,

Rev. Johu Mackay, Montreal, moved
i amendment that “the report be re
coived with an expression ol satistaction
i tue traternal  and  Christan spust
with which the negotiations  had  been
conducted, but thae after consideration
ot the conclusions o which the com
mittee had  come,  the  Assembly  was
constiained  to declare, and hereby do
deciare, that the proposed umion woud
not i thew judgment be in the best in
terest ot the  Presbyterian Chureh  in
particwar, nor ot Christian life  and
work in Canada o general, and, there-
fure, 1equest that J further negotia-
tions may be i th e of federal or
cooperative union,”’ man  had a
vight to say that the Lord's Prayer in-
docated that there should be one Ui .
Jhe whoe talk was the outgrowth and
sutvival ot the old Catholic conception,
He mamtained that the committee  had
not done what it had been appointed tor,
which was to gather statisties showing
the extent of the cvils complained of.
He cared more avout the production of
Christian character than of a big Church,
which could go to Ottawa and ask the
government for all that the Roman Cath-
wides got. It would be a supreme sacri-
fice, he asserted, tor him to go iuto a
Cliureh composed of three Churches now
negotiating.  The great west as a whole
did not want union.  Competition  was
the best thing for them, and it was an
advantage to have two or three men
working in the westcrn towns,

Rev. D. Campbell, Kamloops, second-
ed the amendment. So far as he knew,
there was no possibility of carrying the
Chureh unanimousiy for union.  There
had been a reaction against it since last
year.

Principal Faleoner spoke in  strong
support of Dr. Patrick’s motion.  Mr,
MacKay's amendment, said Dr. Falconer,
implied the questions:  Was the union
desirable?  Was it teasible? The sense
of the amendment was that the anion
was desirable.  No scholar would dream
of saying we must reiurn to the con-
ditions of the Apostolic age. T Mas-
ter had spoken of the Holy Spirit that
would lead them into all truth. Co-
operation meant brotherhood, and that
meant love, a word created by Christian-
ity.  The use of the word in the amend-
ment admitted the desirability of union.
It was their duty to prove if union were
feasible.  From the commencement he
had put it in the forefront that it would
be utter madness to go forward to a
union that did not carry the whole
Church with it. It was absurd to think
that the Assembly could force its will
on the people. They must give the people
their chance. The amendment would
dictate to the people that they cannot
have union, and would cast the move-
ment out of the sphere of practieal poli-
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tion was to be taken. These young men
stemed Lo besitate oecause  they  could
ol see every step ia the future, lhey
could not tell wnat the Spinit of God
would do with a people hike lhose or
Canada.  There might be a vitahity and
power i the nation such as history had
not yet revealed. ‘Loe Spirt of Chris
tanity took shape under different con
ditions than these o' today. Were tne
conditions of the past to be stamped up-
on them?  They were mote  Scoteh or
losh; they were a pew people, 1t seem-
¢a that the older peoples had  such a
contentment with  thlugs as  they are
they had no deo . to do better. No ovue
wved  Presbyteranism  better than e,
nor with better right, gut above the de
nomination was  the  hving  body  of
Christ, It they ceased in their eforts
they went back to nvalry, and would
be to a certamn extent alen trom the
spirit of the Master,

Rev. W, J. Ularke, of London, also
tiuought the amendment a piece ot eccle-
stastical  tyranny, Ahe  peopie  were
more inchned than they to be swayed by
prejudice. It was thewr duty to educate
them out of that, tle had gone to the
committee prejudiced against union, but
as he sat and Lsteaed he saw the hinger
of God at work.  Those who opposed
1t might well pause wst haply they be
tound to hght against God.

I'he hour of adjournment having been
reached, the discussion will be continued
m the morning,  Principal  MacLaren
saving the floor,

An Important Fund,

Ou resumng the aged and inliem nun
isters’ tund report was presented by .
K. Macdonald, who expressed the nope
that the committee would not rest unul
i pension for forty years' service of §uW
had been provided. He anticipated the
breaking down of many men betore the
age of 70 would result from the hard
work to be done in the west, and recom-
mended that provision be made by the ac-
cumulation of a large capital fund. Tlie
report stated that all the annoitants had
been pad the full amount called for by
the rules. Taking the ecastern and west-
ern branches together, the debt had in-
creased $842.27, though that in the west
had been  reduced  $30090. The debt
against the ordinary fund wae $3,730.51.
The increase in the givings, particularly
in the western section, had been marked.
In the west this increase had been %3,
49.62 and in the east $115.98. Interest on
SLAW.17 over last year, and there had
also been an increase of $1,010.23 in the
ministers’ rates, indicating that ministers
were seeking connection with the fund.
In the west ‘the disbursements had
amounted to $31,825.23 and in the casl
$7,670.93,

The capital account for assets amounted
ed to $220,355.50. The agent for the fund,
Rev, A, H. Scott of Perth, had met with
COCOUrAgING  success in his work. In all
123 aged ministers had received the benefit
of the fund. An appeal for sympathy m
aid of the help for these ex-scrvants of
tln ununb vm. also mude The report,

ions of the
commmu ‘nd hhe continuation of Rev.

A. H. Scott, Perth, as special agent for
lhe fund, was adopted.

On motion of Messrs, J, K. Macdonald
and Walter Paul, the sum of 3200 wus
voted to the ex-Moderator, and a like sum
to the present Moderator towarde travel-
ling expenses incurred in attending fre-
quent and various functions,

Sabbath Observance.

.

Mr. John A, Paterson, K.C.. moved
the adoption of the nport on Sabbath ob-
servance and

Rev. J. G. \h«m-r of the Lovd's Day
Alliance stated that it would take genera
tions to estimate the value to the coun-
try of the Lord's Day Act, about to be
pused nder it no Sundny eXCursons,

ties, Let the peopic know the situation
and they would say whether further ac-

1 ports,
dishing, huniting, Mmuw bullnl:: or
amusements of any kind would be allowed,
and no Sunday papers, either domestic ur




