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ically every man willingly acknowledges the 
importance of his wife as mother and home- 
keeper, but practically he acts as if his work 
were the really important activity of the 
family. The obedience of the wife is still 
asked for by most of the religious ceremonies 
of the times. Two great opinions are there­
fore still struggling in the home and in society ; 
one that matrimony implies the dependence 
and essential inferiority of woman, and the 
other that the man and woman are equal 
partners in the relationship. I fully realize 
that the advocate of the first opinion will 
deny that the inferiority of woman is at all 
implied in their standpoint. But it is an 
inferior who vows obedience, it is the inferior 
who loses legal rights, it is the inferior who 
yields to another the “headship” of the home.

The struggle of these two opinions will 
have only one outcome, the complete victory 
of the modern belief that the sexes are, all 
in all, equal, and that therefore marriage 
is a contract of equals. Meanwhile the 
struggling opinions, with the scene of con­
flict in every home, in every heart, cause dis­
order as all struggles do. When the victory 
is complete, then conduct will be definite


