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for instance, T suppose,"" said the Idiot, '' tlie

born idiot, the borrower, and the man wlio

is knocked silly by the pole of a truck on

Broadway."

"Precisely," replied the Doctor, ^lad to

isot ont of the discussion so easily. Jle was

a very young doctor, and not always sure of

himself.

"Or," put in the School-^Mastcr, "to con-

dense our illustrations, if the Idiot would

kindly go out u])on I'roadway and encoun-

tt'r the truck, we should find the three coi:;-

bined in him."

The landlady here laughed quite heartily,

and handed the School-Master an extra

strong cup of colTee,

" There is a great deal in what you say,"

said the Idiot, without a tremor. "There

are very few scientific phenomena that can-

not be demonstrated in one way or another

by my poor but essentially hoiK^st self. It is

the exception always that proves the rule,

and in my case you find a consistent converse

exemplidcation of all three branches of ab-

ijent-mindedness."

"lie talks w<'ll," said the I'ibliomaniac,

yDflo voce, to the ^Minister.


