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union or iiitiinary of any kind, the first tliin<rlo|),. Hionirlif „r is

ii iliri'c't t el ograpl lie connection ; without it tlicyounif ni(>rciint ii(!

marine on the I'ueilie would he i-uinously handicapped, and t In^

succ(>ssf'ul deveh)i)inent of commerce nMidered ini[)()ssihh<.

l)Ut l)(>yon{l lh(> pioinotion of commercial and social relations,

there are other considerations of t he hiohcst im[)oHanc(>.

It is oidy necessary to look at a teh^L^r.iph map of tjie world

to see iiow dependent on forei^ni jiowers ( ireat I'ritain is, at this

moment, fort he security of its tejen^raphic communication with Asia,

Australasia, and with Africa— in fact, it may be said that tlie tele-

gra[)hic commuiucaf ion between the Home Government and every

important division of the Mmpiro, except Canada, is dependent on

the friendship (shall 1 say th(> protection?) of Turkey, is not

Turkey contiiinally exposed to imminent dauirer fiom within?

Is she not in dann-er of faUuiir a prey to covetous nei^hl)ours,

whose friendship towards (ireat Ihitain may be doubted ? What,

has it, cost in Jiritish blood and treasure to obtain the goodwill aiid

give strength to a Tower so weak? And yet the Ottoman

(iovernment, on which we depend for communication with India

and Australasia, a])pears continually exposes! to im]iendiug disaster.

The Suez route has provcnl convenient in the i>ast, and it may

prove useful in t he fut ure, but when our object is to strengthen

the Colonial system, is it wise to b(> so dependent on a Power th(»

condition of whic'h is so crilii-al ?

T venture the I'emark that tln^ patriotism and enterprise of

Canada has o[»ened up the way by whit'h the l}ritish Kmpire

may he placed ent irely independent of any foreign I'ower with

respect to its telegraphic communications.

The western terminus of the Canadian racifioKaihvay—Aancou-


