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trees or sorrow daring the troubled yeers of war now so u^i^tftif end^tt
Is there a member in this House who has not, at some time during thMM
tour rears, heard It said by the supposed leaden of the people that onr shart
in Vain war was not only because of the ontraged Belgium and the fact that
we were an Integral part of the British Empire, but that, so far as Gaaate
is coaeemed, and so far as Ontario is concerned, the last man and the iMl
dollar was needed in the cause of democracy to Ught military autocraef,
so that we might be free Instead of becoming slayes? If that Is true and
democracy and the right to lire as free men has been accomplished and
won by the gallantry ot onr army and its allies in France and Flanders,
what use wcus the sacridce there made if we are coming back to Ontario t«
find our freedom taken away from us here? As I said before, the mental
attitudes of the most ot us have changed, and I, for one, say that neTer
again wfll I heed the pcdltician's cry or barken to the crack ot the par^
whip where I consider in my own mind that I am going against the wishes of
the people who sent me here to represent them. And so I say to every honovr-
able gentleman in this Hoose, remember what I have Just said: When the
legislation that is promised in the Speech from the Throne is bronght down,
in meamT ot the gallant dead who assured your Irridom forever, assert
your rights as men and vote according to your consciences. There art
some who are equally as strong on the other 8>do ar< I am on the side I haw
spoken oL All honour V them, but do not wobblb in between. Take yoor
etand fair and square as i. i, not as mice; ao^ do your duty the way your
constituents would have yoo. I do not want tr give pain, but I am here Uh
night to epeak my mind if it cost me my p<^ltieal lite, and I mtend to do it
I believe the Provlnce^ot Ontario is only looking for someone to speak oa^
and although I do not pretend to be of any importance, politically or other-
wise, I do think that I am as Ht as anyone else to give c^preesion to thes«
thoiights which are mine and those of many thousands of men and women
in this province. On this subject we must face all issues fairly and squarely.
Then, Sir, let me say, in ray opinion, a wave ot fanatical puritanism fei

sweeping over our Province, fostered and fanned by men and women who
no doubt mean well: men aud women of the narrowest vision and most
intolerant attitude who, by banding together and by continuously shrieking
in season and out of season, have convinced this Government, or at least
the Prime Minister, that they form a great majority rf he people of tho
Province. I have already sUted that I challenge that anu doabt it so mn^
that to-day I am staking my political life on it; and if I am wn>ng, I ut
willing to pay the price. But I cannot think. Sir. that the pec le of Jm
great Province—^whida politicians in this House and outside continue to
peter to as the banner Province of the Dominion—I cannot think that th^so
people have become so besotted with drink that it is necessary to tvf
them from themselves. •

One danger which we mn. and which is rampant under this leglslatHai
and is fostered by it. is that as a people it is making us hypocritical an4
insincere to a degree almost unsurpassed in the history ot the human raon,
I am aware that this form ot hysteria is prevalent In this Province. I aa
aware that there is a reflex action from the terrible tension to whi<^ oar
people were keyed up during the four awful years of war Just past I!ut Iam aware also that this great Province is inhabited by a majority of sai^e
common-sensed people who, unonranized and unshrieking, have said nothinc
all the time the Ontario Temperance Act has been the law of the Provteee
but have suffered in silence, thinking that the time had not come, on accoottt
of the fact that everyone had stated that this was a war measure, to assert
their rights as free men and inform the Government that toey did not p«r-
pose to have taken from them so lightly the greatest gift that has beea
handed down to them by their gallant forefathers as their birthzi^t— »

liberty of the subject. It is these people, the sane, common-sense^b* j oC
Ontario, who have given so freely of their blood and treasure in this war
who will hand down to succeeding generations the cherished posseesion of
which I have Just spoken. I am sure that when the time comes for a r^r.
diet on this subj^t the "great silei^t vote," as it is sometimes caJled. wffl
ke prepared to fight against encroacbinent on tlieir KicM and Ube^iB kr


